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Motives in occupying and stocking the range country 
were fundamentally economic. Profits rather than pleas- 
ure, wages rather than excitement, interest and divi- 
dends rather than hardships, and increase of herds more 
than adventure must be cited as the factors in creating 
the cattle country. These influences constitute the prin- 
cipal theme of this volume and subordinate the more 
colorful aspects which have passed from true narrative 
to the haze of fiction and legends. 

Unlike the forty-niners and the government surveyors, 
the men on the cattle ranges were not diarists or letter 
writers. Even the records of many self-made laws and 
of associations of the range have vanished. The currents 
of history have not kept pace with those of imagination 
and tradition. The characters of Ned Buntline have a 
wider fame than have John W. Iliff and Conrad Kohrs 
and their achievements. 

Certain chapters of this work have been read before 
various historical bodies. 

This sojourn in range history has been made helpful 
and pleasant by the companionship with various gradu- 
ate students. Financial aid from the Graduate College 
of the University of Iowa made extended explorations 
possible. Grants from Armour’s Livestock Bureau at 
Chicago are gratefully acknowledged and made possible 
various excursions of the highest value. Mr. John Clay 
of Chicago was generous in permitting use of his sources 
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on range history and his long career on the range made 
him a sure guide in retracing its story. Duty and pleasure 
combine in acknowledging the continuing encourage- 
ment of Colonel Edward N. Wentworth of Armour’s 
Bureau, who not only offered clues, but also the best 
in suggestion and advice. 

Louis Pelzer 


University of Iowa 
November, 1935 
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Variously called the cow country, the cattle kingdom, 
the range and ranch cattle area, and the range country 
the trans-Mississippi cattle frontier first emerged from 
the inpouring of cattle from Texas. Its swift spread in 
a quarter of a century over an area of nearly a million 
and a half of square miles is a phenomenon of western 
history. The range industry followed the conquest of 
the Indians of the plains and the destruction of the buf- 
falo, but in turn it succumbed to the small ranchmen 
and the armies of settlers. 

Ancient as cattle raising is, no quarter century of its 
history can surpass in enduring interest its record fol- 
lowing the Civil War. Since the Louisiana Purchase the 
great plains had been visited by explorers and fur- 
traders. Forty-niners and Oregon immigrants had 
crossed them and scores of army posts had dotted the 
regions. Horses, cattle, and ranchmen and cowboys then 
took possession of the domain of free grass to create a 
special culture on the plains. 

The range industry assumed definite form after the 
Civil War. Railway penetration and the establishment 
of packing houses and stockyards gave to it permanency. 
Great investments of capital followed and the business 
acquired a standing in the financial world. The passage 
of the Homestead Act, the close of the Civil War, the 
first Texas drives to Kansas, and the completion of the 
first transcontinental railroad all took place within a 
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decade. These factors profoundly influenced not only 
the expansion of the cattle area but also the immigration 
to the West. For twenty-five years the range industry 
lived on the grass — at first lavishly and later sparingly. 
Barbed-wire fencing, overstocking, overcapitalization, 
storms, mismanagement, and financial crises were forces 
that helped to undermine the cattle kingdom of these 


years. 


On the plains lands almost equalling in area that of 
Europe, the live stock industry in cattle had a develop- 
ment marked not so much in magnitude as by unique 
natural conditions and unusual methods. Standing by 
itself, the cow country took on a character unlike that 
of any other section. The East produced more cattle 
but the West made it the main business instead of an 
incident of agriculture. The East raised cattle in large, 


prosaic numbers - in the West the round-up was a spec- 
tacle and trail-driving became a parade. 

‘‘The Easterner, with his background of forest and 
farm,” concludes Professor W. P. Webb, the leading 
historian of the plains, “could not always understand 
the man of the cattle kingdom. One went on foot, the 
other went on horseback ; one carried his law in books, 
the other carried it strapped round his waist. One rep- 
resented tradition, the other represented innovation; 
one responded to convention, the other responded to 
necessity and evolved his own conventions. Yet the man 
of the timber and the town made the law for the man 
of the plain; the plainsman, finding this law unsuited to 
his needs, broke it, and was called lawless. The cattle 
kingdom was not sovereign, but subject. Eventually it 
ceased to be a kingdom and became a province.” ^ 


X Walter Prescott Webb, Tke Great Plaint. zo6. Reprinted herein by per- 
initsioD of Gicii ftod CoinpEoy* 
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The revolution in the range cattle industry - from 
longhorns to Herefords and Shorthorns, from water- 
holes to windmills, from free grass to haystacks and pas- 
tures, from the open range to barbed wire, and from 
trail-driving to railroads - was the conversion of an ad- 
venture into a permanent business. Old men - now few — 
reflect in their wistful moods on the old ranges of their 
youth and early manhood. But the horseman of The 
Virginian has dismounted. “He rides in his historic 
yesterday. You will no more see him gallop out of the 
unchanging silence than you will see Columbus on the 
unchanging sea come sailing from Palos with his cara- 
vels.” » 


a Owen Wister, The Firfinian. a horseman of the Plains, z. Reprinted 
herein by permisuon of The Macmillan Company. 
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Caravans of ox-teams during the two decades before 
the close of the Civil War carried Mormon settlers, 
Oregon emigrants, gold seekers, and army supplies 
across the great plains. These animals aided by horses 
and mules moved over numberless trails and wagon 
roads in bringing the explorers, the engineers, the sol- 
diers, and the scientists to regions of the trans-Missis- 
sippi West. The oxen in performing their work were 
grazed on the grasses of the plains and then driven back 
to winter in the corn-growing states. Some, however, 
became the food of Indian tribes or were converted into 


roasts and fillets at the various army posts. 

For about eighteen years after 1848 the ox-teams of 
Alexander Majors, the pioneer freighter, distributed 
stores from the Missouri river to points in the far West. 
Fort Leavenworth and Nebraska City became the great 
depots from which trains of twenty-five or twenty-six 
wagons drawn by over 300 oxen departed in the spring 
on their looo-mile journeys. These oxen were then sold 
to emigrants or driven back to be corn-fed in the states. 
In 1854 he gave up freighting for the New Mexican 
merchants in order to carry government stores to the 
western army posts. In the next two years the firm of 
Russell, Majors, and W^addell transported ar m y sup- 
plies from Fort Leavenworth to these posts. About three 
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hundred wagons were used and the profits of the firm 
rose to about $300,000. In 1857 the army stores arrived 
too late at the depots, the season was too far advanced 
and about 1000 oxen belonging to this company were 
sent to winter near Fort Kearney where the herd was 

stampeded and dispersed by Indians.* * 

Such freighting firms were numerous, the “bull- 
whackers” constituted an army and their oxen a host 
The firm in which Majors was the dominant partner 
employed at its zenith 6,250 wagons and about 75,000 
oxen.* Already Kansas City was becoming a great cattle 
mart. N^early a million dollars worth of cattle from 
Nlissouri, the Cherokee country, Texas, and Arkansas 
were sold there in 1857. These cattle were destined for 
California emigrants, for the Mormons in Utah, for the 
soldiers at Fort Kearney and Fort Laramie, and for the 
home market.* In 1859 Captain Randolph B. ^darcys 
The Prairie Traveler was published -a handbook 
which contained twenty-eight detailed itineraries for 
emigrants, for stages, and for ox-trains bound to points 

in the far West 

A sudden and profitable impetus to freighting over 
the plains was given by the expedition of 2,500 soldiers 
sent to quell the Mormon disturbances of 1857 and 1858. 
In the spring of the latter year Russell, Majors, and 
Waddell contracted with the United States government 
to supply the “Army of Utah” with 3,500 cattle to be 
taken from their ox-teams and to be delivered in lots 
of about 250. On twenty days^ notice the firm agreed to 

s Alexander Majors. Seventy Years on the Frontier 77. i03. 

* Charles F. Lunimis, ‘Tioneer Transpoitation in America, in MeClnret 

"Jc i" Hisun,., -X. ». 

./ M. C.V, ./ K...« 7^ 79. 
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increase the number to 10,000 at a price of $7.50 per 
hundred pounds.* The freighters were remarkably suc- 
cessful in furnishing cattle and supplies for the Mormon 
War and in delivering stores to Fort Kearney and Fort 
Laramie. Over 6,000 mules and 46,896 oxen pulled the 
4,956 wagons in which these army stores were trans- 
ported. A herd of 3,500 chosen by Majors to winter in 
1859-1860 on the clover and wild rice of the Ruby 
Valley in Nevada Territory was to be delivered to the 
army in the spring. In November, however, there came 
a heavy snow with cold temperature and in forty days 
all but two hundred lay in starved and frozen heaps.^ 

Another contract of this firm in April, i860, provided 
that it was to receive army supplies at Fort Kearney 
and at Fort Riley. Ox-teams were to freight the goods 
with all “practicable despatch” to Fort Union in the 
Territory of New Mexico. The rates varied according 
to the months of starting: a rate of $1.00 per hundred 
was to be paid on freight leaving in January or De- 
cember but in June or July when the weather, water, 

and grass were more favorable, the rate was $.16 to 
$.20 less.® 

In Alexander Majors’s ox-trains the wagonmaster and 
his assistant had duties and powers equal to those of a 
captain of a ship or steamboat.® Another man looked 
after the cattle and two or three in addition were em- 
ployed to replace those who might become sick or dis- 
abled. T he “bull-whackers” trained and yoked the oxen 

®U.S. Senate Executive Documents, jsth congress, first session, no. 46, toI. 
xn, a-4 (April t 6 , 1858). 

jsfii congress, second session, no. i, vol. m, 797. Majors. Seventv 
Years on the Frontier, 142* 

® U.S. House Executive Documents, 36tli congress, second session, no. 47, vol. 
vm, 5-11. 

Seventy Years on the Frontier, ch^p. xvi. 
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and day after day walked alongside the train as it trailed 
over the prairies. Skilled in the use of their great whips 
they killed the rattlesnakes which sometimes fatally 
struck the grazing animals. From six to eight teamsters 
formed a mess, “each mess selecting the man best fitted 
to serve as cook, and the others carrying the water, fuel, 
and standing guard, so that the cook’s sole business when 
in camp was to get his utensils ready and cook the meals.” 
The average pay for these men was $i.oo per day and 
expenses, and all of Majors’s employees signed - if they 
did not keep -an agreement to abstain from treating 
their oxen cruelly, from gambling, from getting drunk, 
from using profane language, and from doing anything 
incompatible with the conduct of a gentleman. 

Discovering that stock could be wintered on the plains 
was, it would seem, a gradual process. In about 1853 
Seth E. Ward, a settler from Fort Laramie, began to 
winter cattle in the valleys of the Chugwater and Lara- 
mie rivers in what is now Wyoming. In the next year 
Alexander Majors’s 300 oxen were driven to Fort Lara- 
mie where 100,000 pounds of freight were delivered 
in November. Knowing that it was too late to enable 
them to return to Missouri, the freighters sent their poor 
and sorefooted cattle out to the grazing grounds where 
Ward’s cattle had wintered the season before. Attended 
by herders the oxen quickly recuperated and in the 
spring were in the finest working condition. For ten 
years Majors wintered cattle on these ranges. Although 
always in poor flesh when turned out in the fall the cattle 
grew sleek and fat on the cured winter grasses. During 
some winters he grazed thousands upon the ranges and 
the season’s loss was less than half of one per cent.** 

i*Cop7 of letter from Alexander Majors dated April 15, and printed 
in the Ckefnnt [Wyo.] Sum, May 1, 1884. See also A. T. Babbitt, 'The Grax- 
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A somewhat similar discovery was made by Captain 
W. F. Raynolds while engaged in the exploration of the 
Yellowstone river/^ He arrived in the valley of Deer 
Creek (in southeastern Wyoming) in November, 1859, 
and turned out his seventy exhausted horses and mules 
to graze during the winter. The animals did not escape 
the terrific winds, the bitter cold and snowstorms of 
December, but to his surprise Raynolds found the ani- 
mals in the spring in as fine a condition as if grain-fed 
and stable-housed all winter. They had grazed over an 
area of about fifty square miles. This experience the 
captain regarded as “the most forcible commentary I 

can make upon the quality of the grass and the character 
of the winter.” 


The noise and bustle of freighters at Lawrence, Kan- 
sas, in i 859» has been described by Horace Greeley who 
travelled over the plains that year.^ The contractors’ 
wagons, built large and strong, carried two extra axles 
under the body to replace those which might become 

on rough roads. The oxen were generally un- 
broken at the start but soon became tamed under the 
skillful driving of the “bull-whackers.” Day after day 
they browsed on the free grasses of the plains but at night 
were driven into the circular corrals formed by the 
wagons. “The drivers are as rough and wild-looking 

as their teams, though not quite so awkward at their 
business.” 


These trains of ox-teams, as he saw them in May 
w^n their way to Utah, others to Fort Hall, and still 

rChi«eoTn“f ^ Supply," dated March lo. ,884, and printed in 
(.Chicago] Vat/y Drovers Journal, April lo, 1884. 

“ U.s. Senate Executive Documents, 40th congress, second session, no 77 
voL ^ chap. ,1,. Contains “Captain RaynoIds*s Report and Journal." ‘ 
orace Greeley, An Overland Journey from Nev> York to San Francisco 
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Others to Green river. “Very few wagons or cattle ever 
come back ^ the freighting is all one way y and both 
wagons and cattle are usually sold at or near their point 
of destination for whatever Aey may fetch - to be taken 
to California or disposed of as they best may. 

Successive waves of emigration toward the West 
crowded the frontier of settlement farther and farther 
beyond the farming areas and were gradually establish- 
ing the ranchmen’s or cattlemen’s frontier. The federal 
census reports of 1850, i860, 1870, and 1880 classified 
cattle as “milch cows,” “working oxen” and “other 
cattle” but it was the latter group which increased at the 
greatest rates. Western grazing areas were being dis- 
covered by men who saw the nutritive qualities of grasses 
and the opportunities of the open, free range. John W. 
Iliff, a former student at Delaware College, came to 
Colorado Territory in 1859 with a load of provisions 
which he sold for $100. This he invested in a herd of 
cattle which became the foundation of his enormous 

ranching interests in that country. , * u 

During the Civil War food and supplies hauled by 

ox-teams were delivered to the western army posts an 
to Indian agencies. These wagons drawn by ten oxen 
carried about 5,500 pounds each. Over 36,000,0^ 
pounds of grain were delivered by such wagons to the 
twenty-one western army posts and Indian agencies dur- 
ing the year ended June, 1865. “Travellers ^>7 

from Denver to Fort Leavenworth,” reported the war 
department, “a distance of six hundred and eighty-thrce 
miles, in the month of July, 1865, were never out of 
sight of wagon trains, belonging either to emigran 0 
to the merchants who transport supplies for the war 

Hubert Howe Bancroft, Histtry •/ Sevtd*, C*/or«rfo aud Wy 9 
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department, for the Indian department, and for the 
mines and settlers of the central territories.” 

In the same year Samuel Bowles, the editor of the 
Springfield Republican, visited the western frontiers 
described in his volume Across the Continent}^ At Fort 
Kearney he noted ox and mule teams arriving from the 
West with their empty wagons. Others, westbound, were 
loaded with corn, machinery for the mines, food, cloth- 
ing, and luxuries for the accumulating populations in 
the western territories. “The wagons,” he wrote, “are 
covered with white cloth ; each is drawn by four to six 
pairs of mules or oxen ; and the trains of them stretch 
frequently from one-quarter to one-third of a mile each. 
. . . They depend entirely upon the prairies for food 
as they go along; and indeed the animals grow stronger 
and fatter as they move on in their summer campaign 
of work, coming out of their winter rest poor and 
scrawny, and going into it in the fall, fat and hearty.” 

James F. Meline in June, 1866, was a witness of the 
ox-trains loading at Fort Leavenworth and departing 
for the Territory of New Mexico.^* “They are remarka- 
ble,” he wrote, “each wagon team consisting of ten yokes 
of fine oxen, selected and arranged not only for drawing 
but for pictorial eflFect, in sets of twenty, either all black, 
all white, all spotted, or otherwise marked uniformly.” 
The average load of a contract ox-team ranged from 
6,500 to 8,000 pounds and Meline commented on the 

U.S. House Executive Documents, 39th congress, first session, no. i, vol. 

ni, part i, ii2> 1 1 3, 251. Contains the report of Quartermaster-zeneral M C 
MeigSi dated November 8, 1865, 

Samuel Bowles, Across the Continent, 14. 

« James P. Meline, Two Thousand Miles on Horseback; Santa ¥i and 

Back; a Summer Tour Through Kansas, Colorado, & Neva Mexico in the 
year j 860, 3, 5, 9, 10, 22. 
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slowness of these teams whose average daily travel was 
but seven miles. In his first week of travel westward he 
counted 680 wagons carrying their burdens of freight 
and emigrants. More than half of these were bound 
for Denver with freight and one team was hauling an 
engine, a boiler, and a quartz-crushing machine. Other 
trains were destined for Virginia City, £mpire City, 
Utah, and even Oregon. “The freight trains are on the 
road all the time, going and coming, have all their 
teamsters armed, and do not require the surveillance 
necessary for emigrants. It would be within bounds to 
say that one hundred and fifty wagons pass west daily, 

during the season.” 

Railway construction during the Civil War invited 
labor and immigration to the West. Nearly seven hun- 
dred mil^s of the Union Pacific Railroad had been con- 
5(i^cted westward from Omaha at the close of the year 
1868. Agricultural areas and new pasturages were 
thereby enabled to send their tribute to eastern markets. 
The Pacific Telegraph had completed its line from 

Omaha to Salt Lake City in 1862. 

Viewing such events in western expansion the bureau 

of agriculture wrote in 1866 that the capacity of our 
whole country for producing cattle had not yet been 
fully tested.” The year i860 was the year, it regarded, 
when the production of cattle had commenced on a 
largely increased ratio. The West had not yet received 
numbers commensurate for use and for feeding an 
the country was just beginning to get a glimpse of the 
enormous possibilities of the plains for cattle produc- 
tion. The buffalo and the Indians might retard this 

IT Lewis F. Allen, ‘Improrement of Native Cattle,” in Report of tie Com 
musioutr pf A fricmUmre fpr the year 1866, 
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industry but with the coming of the telegraph and the 
emigrant, passenger, and traffic trains all obstacles 
would disappear. 

“The rural population of the great western plains 
and the central basin,” wrote Lewis F. Allen in this 
report, “will be composed chiefly of herdsmen, and 
their main occupation that of grazing cattle. . . The 
mining population which is to exist among them will, 
for many years, consume all other products which the 
farmers may have to spare, besides taking a great many 
of their cattle. Let there be peace throughout our bor- 
ders and no foreign war to disturb our industry, and it 
is safe to predict that the census of 1870 will give the 
United States and territories forty millions, and that 
of 1880 sixty millions of neat cattle within their limits.” 

With the advent of the railroads to the West came a 
decline in ox-team freighting, and, after 1868 the ox 
became a less vital factor in pioneer transportation. 
After that he became less and less a westbound draught 
animal and more and more an article of eastbound 
freight. His value came to be reckoned in pounds of 
beef rather than in ox-power. And, in the cattlemen’s 
frontier the cowboy rather than the teamster, the ranch 
rather than the freighting train, and the range rather 
than the wagon-trails became dominant features. On 
this new frontier the word “steers” rather than “oxen” 

became the generic term for the millions of cattle on 
the pastoral lands of the West. 
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Spanish conquerors bringing with them their Anda- 
lusian cattle laid the foundations of the Mexican herds 
which gradually overspread the vast pampas regions 
of Texas. By 1830, it is said, about 100,000 cattle existed 
in Texas and four-fifths of these living in the settled 
portions of the state were of Spanish origin. In 1842 
driving to New Orleans began and four years later 
Edward Piper drove 1,000 Texas cattle to Ohio where 
they were fed and sold. In 1850 the drives to California 
began and six years later the first Texas herd entered 
Chicago. Another Texas cattleman, John C. Dawson, 
made in 1859 what was said to be the first drive of stock 
from Texas or Indian Territory to the Territory of Colo- 
rado.^® 

Frederick Law Olmsted in 1856 counted in Texas 
a drove of four hundred oxen bound for California. 
Twenty-five men mounted on mules - guides, drovers, 
and young men emigrating to California - were grazing 
the animals.^® Over three and one-half millions of cattle 
were listed in Texas in i860 for assessment purposes. 
In 1866 about a quarter of a million long-horned Texas 
cattle were started for Sedalia, Missouri, but the drovers 

meeting various obstacles and objections, diverted the 
herds to other points.*® 

18 Clarence W. Gordon, “Report on Cattle, Sheep, and Swine” (10-31), 
in Tenth Census of the United States, m, 965-9S5. ’ 

l» Frederick Law Olmsted, A Journey Through Texas; or a Saddle-Trih 
on the Southvsestern Frontier, 274. ' 

8® Gordon, op. cit., 21. 
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In the same year two young lowans - Harvey Ray 
and George C. Duffield ^ — made a drive of cattle from 
central Texas to Iowa. In April a camp was set up near 
the Colorado river, pens were built, and cattle received 
and branded. In the northerly movement of two weeks 
the twenty cowboys had rough work in handling the 
three herds during the rains, thunderstorms, and stam- 
pedes. Then the men swam the cattle and horses over 
the Brazos river. Provisions and blankets were “rafted” 
over and with a long rope they pulled the camp wagon 
safely across the stream. But most of the “Kitchen furni- 
ture” such as “Camp Kittles Coffee Pots Cups Plates 
Canteens &&” were lost. After rounding up the cattle 
“all Hands gave the Brazos one good harty dam” and 
resumed the drive. 

A whole day was required to swim the cattle across 
the Red river. One man was drowned and Duffield him- 
self had a narrow escape. A few days later two men got 
lost and for sixty hours were without food. Cattle 
strayed, ponies gave out, Indians were very troublesome, 
and cowboys became sulky. Even the faithful oxen were 
detached from the camp wagon to pull cattle out of the 
boggy mud. “Hard Rain & Wind,” noted Duffield^s 
diary for June 12, 1866. “Big stampede & here we are 
among the Indians with 150 head of Cattle gone hunted 
all day & the Rain pouring down with but poor success. 
Dark days are these to me Nothing but Bread & Coffee 
Hands all Growling & Swearing — every thing wet & 
cold Beeves gone rode all day & gathered all but 35 
Mixed with 8 other Herds Last Night 5,000 Beves 


The diary covering the period from February i7>Noveinber 7, 1866, 
it printed in AmmaU e/ Iowa (1924), third ter., ziv, 346-262. 
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Stampeded at this place & a general mix up was the 
result.” 

Drives of four weeks across the Indian Territory 
brought the longhorns to Baxter Springs in Kansas. 
Provisions were gone when the drovers came to the 
Arkansas river and they were forced to live on beef 
and flour. Duffield went to Fort Gibson and there ob- 
tained coffee and the promise of military aid against 
the Indians. It took four days to cross the Arkansas river. 
“Worked all day hard in the River trying to make the 
Beeves swim & did not get one over,” the young drover 
wrote. “Had to go back to Prairie Sick & discouraged. 
Have«o/gottheB/tt<?j but am 'mHel of a Duffield’s 
back became blistered by exposure to the sun and when 
crossing the Verdigris river he was attacked by a long- 
horn and only escaped by diving. But pleasanter scenes 
came when the drovers enjoyed the fine springs and the 
blackberries on the Kansas prairies. 

Ordered off the Shawnee reservation, Duffield moved 
in a southwesterly course back into the Indian Territory 
for about three weeks. The torrid July sun and the flies 
tormented men and beasts. For three days in the land 
of the Osages they saw no animals except a few lonely 
wolves. On Sunday, August 5, 1866, the men w’ere near 
the Arkansas river “but we dont Know How far nor 
where we are now going to turn North & trust to luck.” 

During the remainder of August the cattle were 
grazed northward as far as Nebraska City. The monoto- 
nous diet of beef was relieved by vegetables and pot pies 
of prairie chickens. But when the cattle trampled upon 
the settlers fields Duffield was visited by angry farmers 
and “threatened with the Law.” Striking the old Santa 
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Fe Trail the herds passed near Lost Spring, Diamond 
Spring, and Council Grove. Then the cattle for the first 
time saw the railroad, then completed from Kansas City 
to Fort Riley. On September i the cattle were on the 
prairie near Nebraska City. There Duffield “lay around 
the wagon (for that is all the camp we have) all day 
feel very tired & lazy cattle all got up & stole off from 
the Herder while he was asleep - could not find them 
until morning — 

After ferrying the cattle across the Missouri river 
they were driven leisurely to the eastward, passing near 
the Iowa towns of Sidney, Clarinda, Afton, Osceola, 
and Chariton. The animals browsed on the prairies and 
meadows but occasionally invaded the ripening corn 
fields. Duffield “carred” the cattle at Ottumwa to be 
shipped to Burlington and Chicago. The exploit of the 
twenty-two year old trail-driver was remembered by 
the Texas cowboys but its stampedes and hardships were 
not to deter the Texas cattlemen from invading the 
western ranges with their great herds. 

Railway construction in Kansas in the year 1866 was 
pushing into the grazing areas of that state and likewise 
connecting them with the great markets of St. Louis, 
Chicago, and the Atlantic seaboard. The Kansas Pacific 
Railroad was progressing westward in the Kansas and 
the Smoky Hill valleys and in July, 1866, was com- 
pleted to Junction City. The completion of the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad to Kansas City furnished a continuous 
line from Topeka to the eastern seaboard. These events 
and the subsidence of Indian uprisings in the Southwest 
were the prelude to the coming of great herds from 

Texas in 1867.” 

22 Stmuel J. Crawford, Kansas in the SissttiSt ajo. 
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Quick to see the commercial possibilities of this com- 
ing invasion of Texas cattle, Joseph G. McCoy, an Illi- 
nois stockman, visited Abilene, Kansas, in 1867 to Avhich 
the Kansas Pacific Railroad had been completed. This 
small village of about a dozen log huts, four-fifths of 
which had dirt roofs, was chosen by McCoy as a terminal 
point for the Texas cattle drives. Here he constructed 
offices and a hotel. Stockyards and all the facilities for 
holding, hauling, and shipping were built and the Kan- 
sas Pacific Railroad built a hundred car switch. An 
agent was sent south to inform Texas drovers of these 
facilities and thousands of dollars were spent in adver- 
tising Abilene where, it was pointed out, Texas cattle- 
men would find facilities for taking care of the drives 
and for making eastbound shipments. Markets and 
profits now seemed to be assured.*^ 

Thirty-five thousand Texas cattle came to Abilene in 
the summer of 1867 and thus established the northbound 
Texas cattle trail over which millions of steers were to 
be driven in the next two decades to be dispersed over 
the great plains. The first shipment of twenty cars from 
Abilene to Chicago was made on September 5, 1867, 
and netted small profit but great rejoicing. A second 

shipment of 900 cattle to Albany, New York, was made, 
but at a loss of $300.“ 

“The Texas Trail was no mere cow-path. It was the 
course of empire.” “ From scores of points in Texas 

23 Joseph G. McCoy, Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade of the fFest 
and Southwest, 44, 50, 115. 

^^ Idem , 51-53. 

« Charles M. Harger, “Cattle Trail, of the Prairies,” in Scribner's Maga- 
erne (1892), xi, 732-742- Philip Ashton Rollins, The Cowboy: his Equipment 
fJJ.. Development of the West, passim. Joseph Nimmo, Jr.’ 

e Range and Ranch Cattle Business of the United States,” in U.S. House 
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paths and trails converged toward the north of the state. 
A great zone of travel winding and twisting was pushed 
northward, now contracting, now narrowing, and then 
branching as the herds grazed into the western plains. 
It was a highway of commerce unlike the Oregon Trail, 
which was a road of migration. Grass and water and the 
avoidance of Indian dangers rather than ease of travel 
had to be sought by the thousands of trail-drivers who 
directed the herds. 

One route - the Fort Griffin and Dodge City Trail - 
began at Bandera, Texas, and lay almost due northward 
for a distance of about 600 miles. This passed through 
Fort Griffin and crossed the Red river at Doan’s Store 
in Indian Territorv after which the herds swam or 
forded in turn the Washita, the Canadian, and the Cim- 
arron rivers. The Arkansas river was crossed to get to 
Dodge Cit}-. If the drover continued northward through 
Kansas he finally came to Ogallala on the South Platte 
river in Nebraska. This trunk trail with its modifica- 
tions was also referred to as the Chisholm Trail. 

Other routes, developing into greater and greater im- 
portance as the movements of cattle were diverted by 
the settlements, bore their commerce of cattle as well 
as their names. The Old Shawnee Trail after running 
parallel to the Chisholm T rail for about a hundred miles 
then veered westwardly to strike Baxter Springs in 
Kansas. Where this route touched the Canadian river 
the Middle or West Shawnee Trail began its course to 
Junction Cit\' in Kansas. Still another cattle route was 
the West Chisholm Trail which, avoiding later settle- 

Executive DocumrtUi, 48ih congress, second session (1885). “<>■ 7 . 

part ii. Yearbook of the United States Department of AgricuUnre for 1908, 

227*241. 


The Freighters, Pilgrims of the Plains 

From a contenipora ry sketch drawn in 1871. 
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meats, penetrated into western Kansas to Ellsworth. As 
the receiving ends of the trails became branched byways 
so the other ends became frayed into various routes over 
which cattle were sent to cow towns and to the fattening 
ranges in every part of the great plains. 

Am ong the 75,000 cattle arriving at Abilene, Kansas, 
in 1868 was a herd of 600 wild Texas steers driven by 
M. A. Withers. Leaving Lockhart, Texas, on April i, 
his crew of eight drivers and the cook passed through 
Austin, Waco, and Fort Worth ; then the Arkansas river 
was crossed at Fort Gibson and the stream followed to 
Wichita, Kansas. Another short drive brought the herd 
to Abilene on July i. The animals had been valued at 
$8 to $10 per head in Texas, and the expense of driving 
had been about $4 per steer. The herd was grazed north 
of Abilene until fall when they were sold at $28 per 
head to a firm of Champaign, Illinois.^ 

Over 5,000,000 Texas cattle, it was estimated, were 
moved up the trail in the eighteen years ending in 1 884. 
The greatest number, estimated at 700,000, came to Abi- 
lene in 1871. As the ends of the trail shifted to other 
areas, Wichita, Ellsworth, Dodge City, Junction City, 
Garden City, Hayes City, in Kansas, and Ogallala and 
Cheyenne to the north received the tribute of millions 
of cattle. Perhaps nowhere in the history of the world 
is there a record of cattle migration of such magnitude. 

Eyewitnesses impressed by the northerly flow of cat- 
tle from the great Texas reservoir have recorded their 
estimates of numbers during the prosperous years of the 
trail. T he Fort W orth Democrat of April 30, 1 878, noted 

» J. Marvin Hunter, editor, The Trait Driven of Texas (second revised 
edition, Nashville, 1925), 96-99. This volume reproduces with minor changes 
Je material in vol. i (San Antonio, 1920) and vol. u (San Antonio, 1923). 
References in this work are to the second revised edition of one volume 
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the arrival of bands of 1,700, 3,200 and 2,500 and of a 
drive of 120 horses bound for Iowa. In that year up 
to that date over 1 8,000 cattle - one, two, and three-year- 
olds -had passed Fort Worth. The grass was pro- 
nounced as excellent and the cost of driving was but 
$.30 to $.40 per head. A few weeks later the same paper 
stated that 82,000 had passed northward. It estimated 
the drive for the season at 102,450 and stated that Snyder 
Brothers alone had driven 2,500 to Wyoming Territory. 
A Kansas editor estimated the drive to that state in this 
year at 200,000. “This will give to Kansas,^’ he said, “the 
cream of the Texas cattle trade, and the East a superior 
article of beef.” 

Over 60,000 cattle were trailed past Fort Griffin dur- 
ing 1880 up to May 13. The Ford County Globe of 
Dodge City, Kansas, said that in the year 1880 to June 
25 fifty-four firms had registered there, and that their 
200,000 cattle were bound for Dodge City, for Big 
Springs, and for Ogallala in Nebraska, and for Indian 
Territory'. The herd of 7,000 of West and Brothers was 
to be delivered to a point on the Yellovirstone river.” 
During sixteen days in 1882, according to the Cheyenne 
Transporter, 71,462 cattle owned by forty-one different 
firms had passed up the trail in herds varying in size 

from 214 to 3,750-** 

Accounts from numerous old trail drivers have helped 
to preserve the history of this famous cattle highway. 
In 1876 ten men trailed a herd of 2,500 Texas longhorns 
from the Nueces river to a point on the Missouri river 
where government traders supplied Indian agencies. 

»» Ftrd C» 9 mtj CUbf. .April 30, June 4. *0. ** 7 *- 

June 19, iSto. 

® Reported in June i5i ^ 

•• J«m«* H. Cook. "T railing Te*a» Loog-Hom Cattle through Nebraika,” 

ia PmHuMtUmt •/ th* Sfkrmjka State HirUrieat Sacirtf. xvm, a6o-a68. 
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This, the first large herd driven through Nebraska into 
Dakota Territory, crossed both branches of the Platte 
river near Ogallala and then grazed northward over 
lands drained by the headwaters of the Dismal and Loup 
rivers. In their i,8oo mile journey the men encountered 
high water, stormy weather, hunger, and thirst. Stam- 
pedes of both horses and steers were other troubles. In 
one stampede most of one night was spent in quieting 
the galloping animals. After riding around or “milling” 
them and singing songs - effective if not tuneful — the 
terrified herd finally rested on the plains. 

More welcome scenes came as the herders grazed 
their stock through the sand-hill region of Nebraska 
where the soapweeds were in bloom and where the 
ripened sand cherries afforded not to the eye alone a 
welcome feast. North of the Platte river game was abun- 
dant and antelope, elk, and deer were made to replenish 
the cook’s larder. Arriving at an unnamed lake, the 
steers crowded into the water to quench their thirst and 
from it flocks of wild geese, ducks, swans, and pelicans 
rose in alarm before this unwelcome invasion by the 
Texas longhorns. 

About 15,000 head of mixed cattle belonging to J. F. 
Ellison and John O. Dewees, two former comrades in 
the Confederate army, were moved up the trail in six 
herds during the year 1877. Eight men including the 
horse wrangler and the negro cook, of which none was 
over twenty-three years of age, left the pasture at Lock- 
hart, Texas, with a herd of 2,500 in April. The cook 
drove the wagon pulled by two oxen and containing the 
bedding and the provisions which from time to time 
had to be replenished at the various scattered outposts 
on the trail. A stampede occurred on Onion Creek and 
another on Panther Creek near the Red river. Heavy 
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work was required to reassemble the herd and then to 
let the cattle string out to be recounted. Drenching rains 
fell at night and the cattle had to swim the Red, the 
Washita, and the North Canadian rivers. Fifteen In- 
dians demanding beef were appeased by a tribute of 
five lame steers. Dodge City was finally reached and 
fresh provisions were bought for the cook’s wagon. A 
drive of three hundred miles more brought the steers 
to Ogallala where they were delivered to numerous 
buyers who distributed them to various ranches of the 
great grazing country. 

John B. Kendrick, later a member of the United States 
senate, has told the story of a drive in which he took 
part in 1879.“ Two weeks in March were spent in re- 
ceiving steers from one to five years old from various 
ranches near Victoria, Texas. Placed in large pens the 
steers were then roped and thrown by the front feet by 
Mexicans and negroes who were the most skilled help 
at that kind of work. After all the steers were road 
branded the herd was started north early in April. 

The average distance travelled in a day was from fif- 
teen to eighteen miles. The foreman, J. D. Wufjen, di- 
vided his ten or twelve men into two reliefs during the 
day and into four during the night when each guard 
was to be on duty from two hours to two and a half hours. 
The last guard called the cook and turned the cattle 
from their night bed of two or three acres to graze north- 
ward until seven or eight o’clock. “Then after breakfast 
the foreman would go on, followed by the cook and the 
horse wrangler with the wagon, and locate the water 
and site for the noon camp. In the meantime the entire 

aijohn B. Kendrick, “The Texas Trail.” in the Cheyenne [Wyo.] SUU 
Lemder, December lo, 1916, 
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force of men would bunch the cattle and head them 
toward the ‘Trail.’ ” 

Barren areas with short grass were not uncommon as 
were electrical storms and stampedes. Herds were in 
front as well as behind and care was required to avoid 
the areas where the grass had been cropped. When 
watering places were reached the steers were kept from 
crowding into the water and rendering it muddy. In- 
dians visited the foreman to demand tribute for the 
passage of the herd over their lands. Others demanded 
“paper, paper,” or a written statement which would 
recommend them to the liberality of other foremen. But 
a message given might merely warn the next foreman 
that the illiterate Indian bearing it was a thief and a 
scoundrel. 

Kendrick was impressed by the luxuriant grass, the 
flowers, the songs of birds and by the huge, shadowy oak 
trees “hundreds of years old when the Declaration of 
Independence was signed.” The herd was finally de- 
livered to a ranch located on Running Water Creek, 
near the modern town of Lusk, Wyoming. His last trip 
on the trail was with a herd of steers numbering 3,470 
at the start and only forty less when they were turned 
loose on the banks of the Cheyenne river. 

Detailed figures as to numbers, costs, and profits of 
driving have been given by Mr. Ike T. Pryor of San 
Antonio, Texas, who drove fifteen herds from Texas 
to the northwestern states in 1 884.“ These cattle were 
moved in droves of 3,000 and one hundred and sixty- 
five men and about 1,000 saddle horses were required 
to handle these herds. For each herd there was a foreman 
and a c rew of ten men who were furnished six horses 

Hunter, The Trail Drivers of Texas, 367, 36S. 



THE CATTLEMEN’S FRONTIER 


SO 


each. The foreman was paid $ioo and the others $30 
per month. To these wages he added $100 a month for 
provisions which made a total expense of $500 in mov- 
ing a herd of 3,000 cattle a distance of 450 or 500 miles. 

“Briefly speaking,” said Mr. Pryor, “in those days it 
was possible to drive 3,000 cattle 3,000 miles for $3,000, 
or in other words from south Texas to Montana a herd 
could be driven of 3,000 head, for not to exceed $3,000. 
. . . The average distance travelled by these herds was 
from 450 to 500 miles per month and when I had sold 
and delivered all of these cattle to Montana, Dakota, 
and Wyoming ranchmen, I had lost 1,500 head or 3 

per cent” 

Already a sentimental haze has surrounded the ad- 
ventures as recorded by the old time cowmen of the 
Texas Trail Drivers’ Association. And, the durable 
prose of Andy Adams and Tacie Lockhart in North of 
have relumed a form of pioneer cattle transportation 
as earlier Bret Harte depicted the mining camps and 
as more recently The Giants in the Earth has portrayed 


the somber hues of Dakota pioneering. 

The trans-Mississippi cattle trails of the sixties, seven- 
ties, and eighties led to grazing areas, shipping points, 
and to the small and the great ranches. Prejudices 
against Texas cattle but more especially the glacier-like 
advance of the settler armies forced the trails farther 


west, southwest, and northwest. Storms and uncertain 
markets reduced the numbers on the trails. But the 
northern ranges continued to receive the tribute from 
northbound trails to about 1890. But even after that date 
trail cattle were competing with the settlers’ frontier 
for the occupation of the Dakota plains. 
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The Shifting Cow Towns of Kansas 

When Abilene received the first herd of Texas cattle 
in 1867 the first of the great cattle marts in Kansas was 
established. The drovers, foremen, and cowboys whose 

35.000 cattle entered Abilene in various herds that year 
found a frontier hamlet of log huts, saloons, stockyards, 
and the new shipping facilities which enabled about 

1.000 cars of stock to be shipped eastward. Here too was 
the Drovers’ Cottage, a three story hotel, where Texas 
drovers and northern buyers met to discuss prices and 
shipments as well as the progress of the northerly 
drives.** 

The herd of six hundred steers from Lockhart, Texas, 
in charge of M. A. Withers reached Abilene after a 
journey of three months. A camp was established on 
Chapman Creek twelve miles north of the village. Four 
of the eight hands were then discharged and the others 
remained to herd the steers until fall. The cattle were 
in fine condition when sold at $28 per head.*^ W. K. 
McCoy and Bros, who purchased the herd later esti- 
mated that the Texas drives brought 75,000 cattle to 
Abilene in 1868. These were sold to Indian contractors, 
to ranch men from the territories of Utah, Colorado, and 

McCoy, Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade of the West and Soutkeaest, 
44. SO. S*- 

** Hunter, rif., 98, 99. 
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Montana, and to speculators from Iowa, Nebraska, Il- 
linois, and other places.®* 

A great invasion of cattle estimated at 150,000 came 
to Abilene in 1869 and the hamlet became a scene of 
noisy activity. Day after day during the summer the few 
hundred inhabitants watched the dusty herds trailing 
over the prairies. At the station arose a never ending 
noise of hoofs and of empty and loaded cars. All day long 
the scales received and discharged the terrified long- 
horns. At the few stores there was a brisk trade in articles 
ranging from camp supplies to spurs and star-spangled 
boots. About this time four Texas cowboys and two Cali- 
fornia Spaniards roped ten buffalo which were to be 
shipped eastward to advertise Abilene as a shipping 
point. Four died of the heat, three others became sullen 
and died, and only three arrived in Chicago in good 

condition.®* 

Thousands of cattle continued to arrive at Abilene 
in 1870 and 1871. Sometimes from a hilltop thirty or 
forty or even fifty thousand head could be seen at one 
time. The latter year was stormy, the grass washy, and 
stampedes were very frequent. Freight rates were high 
between Chicago and the East so that Abilene became 
glutted with large numbers of poor stock. It was esti- 
mated that 300,000 unsold cattle were driven west to 
forage upon the buffalo grass. It was further estimated 
that a quarter of a million cattle died from cold and 
starvation. One firm had placed nearly 4,000 to range 
near the Republican river but in the spring only no 
living cattle could be found. Carcasses rotted on the 
plains, v?ere devoured by the wolves or were skinned 

» McCoy, of. cit., 124, 13*- 

•• Haoter, of. cit., 99-103. McCoy, of. cit.. tit, iSo, iSi, »oa. 
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for the hides. At one railway station nearly 50,000 hides 
were collected and shipped to the East.” 

For miles and miles around Abilene almost every 
foot of soil was trodden by the Texas cattle. Water was 
a prime requisite and the valleys of Mud Creek, Chap- 
man Creek, and Turkey Creek and their tributaries be- 
came prize camping and grazing places. Here drovers 
and buyers would inspect the herds and bargain over 
prices. The camps were scenes of well-earned rest and 
excusable confusion after the long drives. Here the old 
rickety mess wagon was relieved of its cargo - “a lot 
of saddles and horse blankets, a camp-kettle, coffee-pot, 
bread pan, battered tin cups, a greasy mess chest, dirty, 
soiled blankets, an ox yoke, a log chain, spurs and quirts, 
a coffee mill, a broken-helved ax, bridles, picket-ropes, 
and last but not least, a side or two of mast-fed bacon, 
to which add divers pieces of raw hide in various stages 
of dryness.” “ 

During the Texas cattle trade at Abilene a carni- 
val of crime and lawlessness prevailed. Desperadoes, 
thieves, gamblers, and courtesans flocked like vultures 
to the cattle market The sheriff’s oflSce was indifferent 
but in September, 1869, the hamlet was incorporated 
and a local government was organized. In the next 
spring T. C. Henry, the chairman of the board of trus- 
tees, was clothed with wide powers and began the task 
of establishing law and order. Thirty-two saloons ex- 
isted, firearms were carried everywhere, and vice and 
crime flourished. A jail was started but a crowd of cow- 
boys tore down its walls. Then under a strong guard the 
place was soon rebuilt A negro cook for a trail herd 


^ McCoy^ o/* cit, 226-228. 
** McCoy, op, of., iji, iji. 




56 


THE CATTLEMEN’S FRONTIER 


was the first occupant but the traiLdrivers battered down 
the door, rescued their cook, and thereby their daily 
meals. One marshal after another resigned in despair 
and two policemen imported from St. Louis were so 
amazed and cowed by the lawlessness that they forsook 
the town on the next train home.** 

Then Mr. Henry appointed in May, 1870, a quiet, 
reticent man, Thomas J. Smith, as marshal of Abilene. 
His tact and personal courage reduced crime and won 
the respect of merchants, saloon-keepers, cowboys, and 
gamblers. In November following while assisting a 
deputy in arresting a desperate character he was shot 


with 


among 


lene. Thirty-four years later they erected a monument 
to his memory which declared him “a fearless hero of 
frontier days, who in cowboy chaos established the su- 
premacy of law.” 

His successor was James B. Hickok, the “Wild 
Bill” of novels and romantic tales, and a man more pro- 
ficient as a marksman than as a marshal. In 1871 the 
number of cattle driven to Abilene exceeded that of any 
previous year, and crime, disorder, and shame eclipsed 
the worst that had been known. The citizens of the town 
and the farming population then combined to resist the 
trafiic in cattle at Abilene which in every season had 
trampled upon the grain and cornfields for miles around. 
In 1872 the “Farmers’ Protective Association of Dick- 
inson County” was formed. A circular was sent broad- 

S» Pro7e and Poetr, of the Live Stock Indmstry of the United States, 
Outlines of the Origin and Ancient History of onr Live Stock AntmaU. toL I, 
cog sio. This was the only volume issued of d»e diree projected and was 
prepared by authority of the National Uve Stock Association. The anthor 
of the historical sections of the book is Jerome C Smiley of Denver. 
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cast to Texas and to the southern range country in Febru- 
ary requesting the drovers “to seek some other point 
for shipment, as the inhabitants of Dickinson will no 
longer submit to the evils of the trade.” 

Meanwhile railway construction and the struggle for 
grazing areas were causing other cow towns to spring 
up. Baxter Springs and Coffeyville had a brief season 
of the rough cattle trade. The coming of the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad to Newton in 1871 
created a cattle market and a shipping point for a year. 
Further railway construction in 1872 attracted cattle 
herds to Wichita and Great Bend where the harpies 
of former cow towns found new, though temporary 
havens. Other towns such as Ellsworth and Hayes City 
received Texas herds but never became the famous 
markets or the notorious towns of the earlier years.*^ 

But for about ten years Dodge City was the greatest 
cattle market of the world. This town situated in the 
looth meridian three hundred and sixty-three miles 
west of Kansas City was laid out in July, 1872, and the 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad reached there 
in September following. Here in the next few years was 
the meeting place of freighters, hunters, and govern- 
ment teams. Enormous quantities of buffalo hides and 
meat were assembled here and shipped away. Hundreds 
of wagons blocked the streets until they departed with 

their cargoes to the far AVest and to the frontier towns 
and army posts.^ 

When the great cattle drives to Dodge City began in 
1875 tt became the great market for the southwestern 

^ Idem, vol. I, 509>5i3. T. C. Heniy, "Thomas James Smith,” in Transae- 
Hons of the Kansas State Historical Society, ipos^igcd, vaL ix, 526-532, 

Prose and Poetry of the Live Stock Industry, vol. i, 514, 515. 

« Robert M. Wright, Dodge City the Cowboy Capital, 9. 10, 259. 
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frontier embracing western Kansas, eastern Colorado, 
and Indian Territory, the Territory of New Mexico, 
and Texas. In that year and the next about a quarter 
million cattle came to it and for the next decade it was 
dominated by the Texas trade. As a receiving and dis- 
tributing point Dodge City became the preeminent cow 
town of the West.** 

Prosperity in Dodge City came quickly. In 1877 mil- 
lions of pounds of supplies were transferred from the 
rail trains to the hundreds of mule and ox trains which 
invaded it from every direction. Immense quantities of 
supplies went to the army posts at Fort Elliott and Fort 
Supply. Thousands of pounds of dried buffalo meat 
were bought and sold. To this village of about 1,200 
there came about 250,000 Texas cattle in 1877, and its 
six or seven general stores, its bakeries, drug stores, 
butcher shops, blacksmith shops, and the nineteen gilded 
saloons each seventy-five to one hundred feet long vi- 
brated with energy during the season of the drive from 
Texas.** “Dodge City,” wrote a trail driver, “was then 
a wide-open town. Gambling and fandangoes were in 
full blast. While we were there two men were killed in 

a saloon row.” *® 

Seventy-seven herds containing 168,500 cattle passed 
Fort Griffin during the eight weeks ending May 28, 
1878. Three of these herds belonging to Woodward and 
Oge were destined for Dodge City but the third herd 
numbering 1,950 mixed cattle and driven by Virgil 
Johnson was finally delivered at Ogallala, Nebraska. 
Other notable drivers this year were James Ellison, John 

^3 Idem, 260. 

« Idem, 260-262. Ford County Globe, January 15, 1878. 

<5 Hunter, The Trail Drivers of Texas, 261-263. 
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Lytle, Dillard R. Fant, W. H. Day and Millet and 
Dewees/® Their herds would generally be grazed near 
Dodge City until sold and then dispersed to stock 
ranches and to ranges in Kansas and Nebraska. The 
Texas newspapers chronicled the movements of north- 
bound drives, giving the names of the owners and bosses, 
and the number and destination of the herds. In every 
season the editors paid tribute to Dodge City as a great 
western cattle market. 

Although a slight decrease came in 1879 in the north- 
erly movement of the Texas cattle Dodge City, northern 
Texas, and Ogallala again had their brisk cattle trade. 
James F. Ellison drove at least three herds northward.®^ 
Two herds combined and numbering 5,500 were driven 
to Ogallala under the direction of a foreman, Richard 
Withers, whose outfit contained nine cowboys, a cook, 
and a horse wrangler. This was perhaps the largest herd 
that passed through Dodge City that season. At Dodge 
City three additional men were employed to take the 
cattle on their eighteen-day journey to Ogallala. There 
Ellison met his herd which was delivered to a purchaser 
on the North Platte river.®® 

Sixty-six firms listed in the Ford County Globe of 
Dodge City of March, 1880, were expected to bring 
294,000 cattle northward that season. These herds varied 
in size from 1,200 to 6,000 and were to be delivered to 
points in the Indian Territory, to the Territory of Wyo- 
ming, and to places in Colorado, Nebraska, and Kansas. 
Over 200,000 had arrived in Dodge City by June 25, 
when th ere were fifty-four cattle firms registered in that 

Idem, z 6 t^z 6 $. Commercial Indicator, June 13, 1878. 

Commercial Indicator, July xo, 1879. 

Hunter, The Trail Drivers of Texas, 282*285. 
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place. The last i,ioo of Louis Oge’s herd of 6,000 were 
sold to a man from Cass county, Missouri. A special 
stock train of twenty cars left Dodge City in September 
and after the remarkably fast run of twenty-four hours 
arrived at Kansas City.^® 

The rainy season of 1881, it is likely, lessened some- 
what the numbers in the northerly drive of that year. 
Nearly thirteen inches of rain fell near Dodge City in 
May rendering the grass soft and washy. Five inches of 
rain in July likewise did not improve the grazing ranges 
about Dodge City. Heavier drives came in 1882 when 
the seasonal exodus from Texas numbered over 200,000. 
There fifty herds were started for Dodge City, while 
others went to the Territory of New Mexico, to Colo- 
rado, and to the well-known cow town of Ogallala.*® 

The Texas Live Stock Journal of Fort Worth, in 
J anuary, 1 883, estimated the drive from Texas at 220,000 
for that season. Of these 140,000 were to be yearlings, 
55,000 two-year-olds, and the balance three-year-olds 
and female cattle. It was estimated that nearly half of 
the drive would go to Dodge City and Ogallala to be 
sold for ranch purposes. On the Texas ranches the year- 
lings cost from $10.50 to $12.50, the two-year-olds $14.50 
to $16.50 and the three-year-old steers from $18 to $19.“ 

The enormous number of 300,000 moved in 106 herds 
constituted the northerly procession of Texas cattle in 
1 884 to Dodge City. The first herd arrived on May 6, 

** Ford County Globe, March la, April 27, June 29, July 13, August 17, 


September iSSo. 

Ford County Globe, June 13, 1882. Nimmo, ‘•The Range and Ranch Catde 
Business of the United States,” ** 3 . »» •“ * 5 - Printed also as part m 

by the bureau of stadsdcs in Report on the Internal Commerce of the United 

Siatei (1886). 

[Port Worth] Texas Live Stock Journal, January 13, iSS 3 > 
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and the last on August 1 5. One of the largest herds, as 
reported by Brand Inspectors Rhodes and Taylor, was 
that owned by Captain Richard King and numbering 
3,965. From July 17 to December i of that year, 3,648 
cars of beeves were shipped from Dodge City to Kansas 
City and Chicago.®* 

The trade in Texas cattle profoundly influenced the 
moral, social, and economic life of the frontier village 
of Dodge City as it had of Abilene a decade earlier. 
“There was a general pandering to the Lone Star senti- 
ment, and lone stars abounded in all sizes and hues. 
Saloons, cheap-clothing shops, ‘hotels,’ dance-houses, 
and various other outfits bore the Lone Star trade- 
mark.” ®® 

To the firm of Wright Beverley and Company the 
Texans came for their jingling spurs, their carved ivory- 
handled Colts, or their suits of velveteen. A room thirty 
by fifty feet on the second floor of their store was devoted 
to clothing and saddlery. In the warehouse and yard 
from sixty to eighty thousand buflFalo robes and hides 
could be found in 1878. A banking department was 
conducted and in another place jewelry and firearms 
were for sale. Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indians made 
purchases at this store and over a dozen men were em- 
ployed to check oflF the goods to be transported in 
wagons." The Dodge City and Panhandle Stage owned 
G. Reynolds and the United States mail line ran 
between these two places in 1878.®® And from Dodge 

Western Central Kansas Covsboy, June 28, July 19, September 6, De- 
cember 13, 

Prose and PoHry of the Live Stock Industry, i, 515. 

« Quoted from Ford County Globe In Wright, Dodge City the Cowboy 
Capital, 157, 158. 

^Ford County Globe, November 26, 1878. 
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City a regular line of freighters ran to Camp Supply 
in Indian Territory and Fort Elliott in Texas. 

Of the 2,160 people living in that county in 1878 
about 648 lived in Dodge City and the others in the 
country. “Until recently,” wrote an observer about this 
time, “the community has been made up in part by the 
class of people who properly belong to the frontier; but 
the prospects of agricultural advancement and the natu- 
ral tendency of immigration to fill up the border coun- 
ties have brought many intelligent and worthy residents 


into the community.” ** 

“Some came to Dodge City out of curiosity;” wrote 
a resident, “others strictly for business; the stockman 
came because it was a great cattle market, and here, in 
the Arkansas river, was the place appointed for the 
cattle going north to be classed and passed on, for bar- 
gains to be closed, and new contracts made for next year , 
the cowboy came because it was his duty as well as his 
delight, and here he drew his wages and spent them; 
the hunter came because it was the very heart of the 
greatest game country on earth ; the freighter came be- 
cause it was one of the greatest overland freight depots 
in the United States, and he hauled material and sup- 
plies for nearly four hundred miles, supplying three 
military posts, and all the frontier for that far south and 
west ; last but not least, the gambler and the bad man 
came because of the wealth and excitement, for obscene 

birds will always gather around a carcass.” 

Religious organizations were neither numerous nor 

prominent in the frontier town of Dodge City m 1878. 

M first Biemnial Report of the State Board of Agrienlture Kamsas for the 


jears 

Wright, D9d0€ City the C^wb^y Cdpttal, 154, * 55 * 
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A Baptist group contained twenty-eight members ; two 
residents were Episcopalians ; forty-five belonged to the 
Methodist church ; a Presbyterian group numbered fif- 
teen ; but the two Catholic organizations had a member- 
ship of five hundred. “Dodge City,” wrote a minister 
the nextyear, “is not noted for its virtue. Being the center 
of the Texas cattle trade it has all the accompaniments.” 
But, he pointed out, the union of some of the churches 
was spreading the leaven among the masses.”^ 

During the driving season the social and the business 
barometers registered high. The Cox Hotel and the 
Dodge House became the homes of drovers, buyers, and 
railroad men where the rooms reechoed with the dis- 
cussions over beeves, cows, and steers. Such talk became 
even more animated in those places where men forgot 
their worries and hardships. “The ‘Alamo,’ ” said an 
observer of 1877, “is presided over by a reformed 
Quaker from New York, and it is hinted that the man- 


ner in which he concocts a toddy 


increases the 


value of a Texas steer two dollars and seventy-five 


cents. 


JJ 69 


Names of men notable in the Texas trade appear in 
the roster of visitors at Dodge City during the spring 
drives. James F. Ellison, who, for eleven years had 
driven cattle up the trail, was a Confederate veteran 
and in June, 1880, was waiting for his herd of 3,000.” 
In the same month appeared his Confederate comrade 
and his former partner, John O. Dewees. John R. 

“ First Biennial Report of the State Board of AgricuUura Kansas for the 

213*216. 'The Reverend Adam Holm in the VFestem Christian 
Advocate as reprinted in the Ford County Globe, June 24, 1879. 

Quoted in IVright, Dodge City the Covoboy Capital, 264, 265. 

“Hunter, The T rail Drivers of Texas, 476-478. Ford County Globe, June 
22, 1880. 
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Blocker while waiting for his herd of 4 ) 5 ^ bound for 
Cheyenne perhaps reminded his fellow cattlemen of 


his first drive in 1873. 


Lytle 


cavalryman 


jn JunCj i880j and had a record of having directed 
the northerly movement of thousands of Texas cattle. 
Four years before he had opened a trail from Fort Grif- 
fin to Dodge City, a distance of four or five hundred 
miles." Major Seth Mabry, another drover, would spend 
a day in the saddle and then in the evening come to 
town. Then the major dressed up like a dandy, “waltzed, 
pirouetted, took part in every dance and was the beau 
of the ball.” Financially he was not a success, like so 


names 


the Canadian line to the Gulf of Mexico. 

R. G. Head in June, 1880, was waiting in Dodge City 


two 


Wyoming 


example 


Beginning on a salary of $30 per month he rose to the 
full management of the trail business of Colonel John 
J. Myers. For seven years he had driven ca^e to Ab^ 
lene, Wichita, Great Bend, Ellsworth, ^d Dodge City 
in Kansas. Other herds were delivered at Cheyenne, 
Salt Lake City, to points in the Territory of Nevada, 
to California, and to various Indian agcnciw in th 
Black Hills and on the upper Missouri nver. 

A noteworthy shipment of cattle from Do ge ity 

« Hunter, Tke Trtil Drivert of Texas. Camatj GMe, June 

“•-STour. «... sat. I*-. •/ 

*• T x „„ A. lUasc " io Live Stock UarktU, ▼ol. xxxn, 

•» Joho CUy, My Life oo the Khogc, 

BO. j». Noyember i4, i9aa‘ 

•* Hooter, of. cit.. aia-at^ 
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was that of three hundred and eighty-nine cars of beef 
cattle by W. E. Anderson and O. H. Nelson of Bur- 
lingame, Kansas, in 1881. These 7,789 cattle bought 
for $291,000 were shipped over the Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe Railroad and sold at Kansas City. In 
March of the next year another active buyer in the 
Dodge City markets was A. H. or “Gus” Johnson, who 

in the following year was the manager of four cattle 

* 

companies. 

Veteran drovers and buyers appeared among the sixty 
or seventy cattlemen registered in Dodge City in 1882. 
Henry Collar’s ranch was located in Comanche county 
where he was known as “Hi” Collar. Three Choate 
brothers from Texas were still driving herds from the 
south. None could fail to be impressed by the portly 
frame of A. H. or “Shanghai” Pierce, a native of Rhode 
Island, who in dramatic and powerful voice recounted 
stories of the Texas trail or his experiences in Texas 
where he had lived until grand juries had become too 
vexatious. L. M. Kokernut, another trail driver, was 
the son of a Jewish family of Amsterdam. After serving 
in the Mexican War he engaged in the cattle business 
and for many years had been delivering herds at Dodge 
City. Such men constituted the solid element in the 
vanishing cattlemen’s frontier in the early eighties.®* 
The cattle trade created for Dodge City a reputation 
for wickedness not uncommon on the frontier and not 
surpassed by that of other cow towns. While there was 
much of life that was orderly, respectable, and even 
prosaic there were reasons why visitors left lurid ac- 

Ford County Globe, March 28, 1882. 

^^Ford County Globe, June 6, 1882. McCoy, Historic Sketches of the Cattle 

Trade of the W est and Southwest, 141-143- Texas Live Stock Journal, Oc- 
tobcr 14, 1882. 
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counts of “The Beautiful, Bibulous Babylon of the 
Frontier” and of the “Wickedest Town in America.” A 
citizen of the town wrote : “There were women, dance 
halls, music, saloons and restaurants, equipped with 
every luxury, while gambling in every conceivable form, 
and every gambling device known at that time was in 
full blast.”” Like other frontier towns Dodge City 
had its “Boot Hill” where lay buried men and women 

of violence and sin. 

Other visitors saw the beginnings of a better state of 
things in Dodge City. The town was defended by its 
ijg\^spapers whose news items and descriptions of the 
trade carefully crowded out many a sensational, violent 
event. “But, in extenuation of the conduct of her early 
inhabitants,” wrote the historian of this cow town, “I 
plead the newness of the territory, the conditions of life, 
the dangers and associations of a western frontier, and 
the daring and reckless spirit that such conditions en- 
gender.” •* 

In November, 1877, Bob Shaw and Texas Dick, alias 
Moore, engaged in a desperate battle of six-shooters 
with Marshal Edward J. Masterson in the Lone Star 
dance hall. All were wounded, but the marshal, tr^s- 
ferring his weapon from his wounded, paralyzed right 
arm to his left held the cowboys at bay until help came. 
“Nobody was killed,” said the local paper, “but, for 
a time, it looked as though the undertaker and the coro- 
ner would have something to do. ^ 

In the following April six cowboys were dancing and 

drinking in a saloon - likely the one called the “Old 

Wright, Dodge City the Cov}boy Capital, 155* 

j‘oS. J0«, .. fr<». th. D.d„ CU, tK.O 

10, IS77. 
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House.” Masterson attempted to disarm Jack Wagner 
and a scuffle ensued. A quick volley of shots was fired 
and the cowboys then rushed from the dance hall. Wag- 
ner had been shot through the lungs and twice through 
the arm but was able to run into Peacock’s saloon. When 
dying he confessed that he had shot the marshal. Four 
cowboys were arrested but after a full and fair investi- 
gation before Judge R. G. Cook were discharged, being 
blamed only for having been in bad company. 

Masterson, mortally wounded, was carried to his 
brother William’s room. There the wounded man told 
his story and bade his brother an affectionate farewell. 
During the funeral ceremonies the stores of Dodge City 
were closed, a mournful procession marched to his grave 
and the city council and other civic organizations passed 
resolutions extolling his character and services.” 

But such scenes, although only too numerous, can 
hardly be said to represent more than the roughest days 
of the frontier cattle town. Visitors, residents, and cow- 
boys were privileged to witness pleasanter scenes. Presi- 
dent Hayes came to Dodge City in 1879 and with him 
General W. T. Sherman whose speech drew rousing 
cheers from an audience of which Southern partisans 
made up over one-half. A cowboy band was organized 
in 1881 which soon gained a national reputation as much 
from the uniforms worn as the melodies rendered. The 
next year it furnished the music at a cattlemen’s ball at 

which, it was estimated, the stockmen represented wealth 
equal to $5o,cxx),ooo.^^ 

A unique entertainment at Dodge City on July 4, 
1884, w as witnessed by trail outfits of John R. Blockerj 

»» Idem, 307. Ford County Globe. April i<, igyg. 

"^^Idem, 292, 293, 322, 323. 
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Dillard R. Fant, and the Snyder Brothers whose herds 
had arrived during the first few days of that month. On 
that day the town was crowded with cattlemen and cow- 
boys who, temporarily at least, forsook the gambling 
houses, dance halls, and saloons to witness a real Mexi- 
can bullfight in a specially prepared arena of forty acres. 

Cowboy Killer, Lone Star, Rustler, Iron Call, Ku 
Klux, and seven other untamed bulls were to meet five 
famous bullfighters from Mexico. When the matadors 
and picadors entered the arena, the first bull was shot 
full of darts, showing considerable fight but was finally 
driven out The second was a coward, and the third, 
fourth, and fifth in turn were not much better. 

Then a vicious bull was brought in to meet Captain 
Gregorio Gallardo who was descended from a famous 
Spanish bullfighter and carried a Toledo blade one hun- 
dred and fifty years old. The Mexican’s escape from 
the long horns ^came narrower and narrower. Finally 
the band played for the swording. Gallardo then took 
his blade and after several attacks and counter attacks 
stabbed the bull in the right shoulder. The bull died 
slowly as noisy cheers and the crash of music sounded 
over the plains. “Take it all in all,” said the local editor, 
“Dodge City considers its worth of keeping the Fourth 

a great success.” ” 

But symptoms of the waning greatness and glory of 
Dodge City as a cow town were already apparent in 
1 884. The Kansas granger was pushing westward and 
seizing the live water. Early the next year a quarantine 
law against Texas cattle was passed. The extension of 
railroad lines was affording other places for loading and 


Ti Idem, 243. A full account it reprinted froi 

Kansas Covfboy, July 12, 18S4- 


thc Neno Tart Herald in the 
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for the eastward shipments of stock. In 1885 Ford 
county, of which Dodge City was the county seat, was 
checkered with fields of barley, wheat, corn, millet, oats, 
and numerous orchards - many of which were enclosed 
by wire fences. Its 47 school districts, 17 church organi- 
zations, 17 post offices, and the 6 civil divisions contain- 
ing a population of 7,778, are the prosaic proof of the 
passing of a rough and perhaps romantic cattlemen’s 
frontier at Dodge City. Two years later each section 
of land contained nearly seven people.” 

The youth of Texas who had come to Dodge City in 
their saddles were, like birds of the plains, unaccus- 
tomed to the restraints of the invading grangers. The 
Texan, “a child of the frontier handy with his gun, did 
not understand the changing days west of the looth 
Meridian and he died hard.”” Today wheatfields, 
stacks of hay, and grain elevators occupy old bedding 
grounds of Texas herds and mark the settlers’ conquest 
of the plains. Where noisy horsemen galloped in Abi- 
lene and Dodge City and where longhorns trailed over 
dusty roads are now paved streets and homes. Only a 
few residents remain who can recall Joseph G. McCoy, 
Wild Bill, the Drovers’ Cottage, the Dodge House, and 
the oceans of grassy, Kansas plains. 


Fifth BteMMud Retort of the State Board of AgrUuUure Kansas. /«<, 

wo, vol. X, 224-229. Sixth Biennial Report of the State Board of Jgrienltnre 
Kansas, iSSj~t 8 SS, vol. n, 156-161. 

” “My Life on the Range,” in Uve Stock MarkeU. vol. xxxn, no. 32 
November i6, 1922, 
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The rapid rise of the cattle industry of the plains in 
the seventies exhibited a freedom and an individuality 
that became somewhat diminished in the next decade. 
Increasing numbers of cattle, the invasion of the farm- 
ers, larger investments, new business methods, and an 
inevitable tendency toward cooperation induced the 
ranchmen of the eighties and even during the seventies 
to combine into local and territorial pools and associa- 
tions. Such organizations, born in customs, supple- 
mented or even anticipated territorial laws and regula- 
tions. At the same time they register the changing 
methods and problems of the cattlemen’s frontier. 

Common misfortunes drew together the stockmen of 
the Territory of Colorado in 1867* These men sustained 
regular losses when the migratory herds of intruders 
passed over their ranges and when petty thieving of 
hides taken from dead cattle became common. A meet- 
ing of stockmen appointed a committee to draw up a 
constitution and by-laws. On November 3 of that year 
these were adopted by the “Stock Growers’ Association” 
assembled at the Planters’ Hotel in Denver. This became 
the leading association of the territory and the parent 
of similar pools and associations. 


Legislation for the stockmen was discussed at once. 
In 1868 a committee was directed to wait upon the 
Denver commissionmen and butchers to acquaint them 
with the work of the association. The president A G 
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Reed, was authorized to employ detectives for the “use 
and bennifitt of the Association.” In 1871 all live stock 
came under the protection of this body. The secretary, 
William Holly, was required to keep a full record of 
the brands and the ranges used, and all members were 
required to report strays to this o^'"^ 

The change in name to the “Colorado Cattle Growers’ 
Association” in 1876 is a symptom of the growing riv- 
alry between cattlemen and the other live stock interests. 


cer. 


Wilson 


same 


grass.” The idea that the range was unlimited and could 
not be overstocked he denied as “simply nonsense.” 
Joseph P. Farmer, the president the next year, urged 
that round-up captains be paid from county funds and 
brand inspectors from state funds. Chandler Smith and 
William Brown were appointed as inspectors on the 
Kansas Pacific Railroad with instructions to scrutinize 
only such brands as should be reported to them by the 

ofiicers of the association.” 

Eighty-eight names appear on the membership roll 

for this year. “^A^e represent,” ran an optimistic estimate 
of President Farmer, “nearly 600,000 head of cattle, 
with a capital of nearly $10,000,000 giving employment 
to 2,000 men.” A detective at Las Animas was discharged 
and one appointed for Denver. A strong resolution was 
adopted urging a state live stock commission and the 
association voted to refuse inspection privileges to those 
delinquent in their dues.” 

TS hiimutt B»»k (Colorado Cattle Growera' Ataodation), 45*50^ ^ «*• 

d.. r..r. •■1 — «~.d » 

of the DmUj Rtetrd Sftkmmm at Deorer. Colorado. 

ta Hem. 6a-d7. Sopplemeot to C»hr*d» Farmer amd Ltae Steck Jammal. 

September ij, itrj. . 

TT Ctlerade Farmer and Line Sleek Jearmal, Jannary I7i 7 
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Year after year the minutes record the names of 
round-up captains appointed and the hopeful addresses 
of the presidents. The pinch of hard winters, diminish- 
ing pastures, low prices, and sharper competition are 
reflected in the “Minute Book” of this pioneer cattle 
organization of the eighties. Long speeches describe 
pleuropneumonia, and “wholesale stealing and maver- 
icking” are condemned. In i88i charges appeared that 
there was a custom among “a goodly number of stock- 
men” to violate the maverick laws by inducing cowboys 
to steal mavericks, to brand them, to alter brands, and 
to rebrand cattle which had been dimly branded. It 
was urged that more elaborate and stricter rules should 
govern the round-ups; captains should be required to 
round up mavericks first and brand them on the first 
day; all cowboys should be required to work in their 
districts only, and, there should be a “follow-up round- 
up” for the various districts.'^* 

Winter losses came to the members but the association 
raised its protest against stories and rumors of hard 
winters and lean years on the Colorado pastures. Re- 
wards were voted for the capture of cattle thieves and 

an active committee was named to raise more money 

which, reported the minutes, “they did and if you 
don’t believe it ask Jim Wilson.” In 1884 the associa- 
tion had twelve brand inspectors and five hundred and 
eighty-six strays were reported. Its seventy-one “paid 
members” and the absence of further minutes indicated, 

however, a decline in the work and vigor of this associa- 
tion.*® 

__N^r Pueblo during the seventies was located the 

Boot (Colorado Cattle Growers’ Association), los-iii 

Idem, ii6‘t2o. 

^^Idem, 141 . 
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Green Horn Association which carried out the seasonal 
round-ups. At the meeting of the Southern Colorado 
Cattle Growers’ Association in 1878 a representative of 
a Kansas City commercial house was present to discuss 
rates and service. It corresponded with the Colorado 
Cattle Growers’ Association and requested that it offer 
a reward of $150 for the detection of cattle thieves. Other 
groups of cattlemen recognized the services of the larger 
body. In 1879 the cattlemen of North Platte in Ne- 
braska representing 140*000 cattle valued at $4>500)OOo 
elected W. P. P. St. Clair president, drew up a code 


committee 


urge them upon the legislature.®' 

In southwestern Kansas the Smoky Hill Cattle Pool 
was established in Lane county in the fall of 1882. About 
seventeen firms belonged to it in its prosperous days. 
Each member had his own cattle and herd but the stock 
f together on the range. The pool hired the necessary 
range riders, made assessments, and assumed charge 
of 5 ie principal watering places in the Smoky Hill 
f I yoTj on Indian Creek, and at other places. OflScers 
were elected, a constitution was adopted, and the brands 
of the pool were advertised in the Dodge City Cowboy. 
In 1883 fifteen hundred calves were branded and the 
cost of keeping cattle for a month was but twelve and 
one-half cents per head. Its fifteen hundred cattle in 
1884 ranged over lands claimed by the pool and ex- 
tending twelve miles north and south of the Smoky 
Hill river for a distance of thirty miles. In that year 
one hundred and forty Shorthorn bulls were purchased. 
A drift fence of oak posts and galvanized wire forty 
miles long was constructed by the pool.** 

81 Commercial Indicator, July ii. August 15 . 187 *. _ 

W. P. Harrington, Htsiory of Gove county, Kansas^ to the rg 

of the county in i886» 
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The Forrester Pool of Gove county, Kansas, was 
formed in the fall of 1884. Its six members or partners 
owned 4,000 cattle and in that year set up twenty miles 
of fence. Two thousand calves were branded in that year 
and seventy-four carloads of cattle from its ranges were 
shipped to eastern markets.®* 

Both pools suffered several losses in the winter of 1 884- 
1885. A pool cowboy was frozen to death on Salt Creek 
in January. But the next winter was one of severe and 
continued intense cold and blizzards. Great numbers 
of the carcasses of cattle froze on the plains and hundreds 
of weakened survivors died in the spring. “Anyone who 
has not lost 25% of his cattle or sheep may well con- 
gratulate himself,” wrote a local editor, “We do not 
blame anyone not a Christian for getting ‘excited’ at 
least.” A resolution of one of the pools declared that “the 
range cattle business is played out.” Snow and rain had 
done great havoc. Fences were sold to ranchmen and a 
final round-up was ordered to wind up the affairs of 
the pool.** 

But other troubles came in July when the members 
of the two pools were arrested for illegal fencing in of 
the public lands. At the federal court in Leavenworth, 
however, the defendants showed that other cattlemen 
had not been kept out of their ranges. At the request 
of the prosecuting attorney the case was then dismissed. 

Urgent need for cattle pools and associations appeared 
at other places in the Southwest. The Texas drives with 
their attendant problems gave rise to many such organi- 
zations which served until the cattle areas were pushed 
farther west. In February, 1882, the stockmen of south- 
west^ Kansas and of the Cherokee nation in Indian 

Idem, 

“ Idem. GrainfieU [Kas.] Cap Sheaf, April 2, August 6, 1886. 
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Territory formed an organization of lOO and adopted 
a constitution and by-laws. Membership fees of $5.00 
were to be used to capture and to prosecute cattle thieves. 
It was voted to publish a pamphlet containing marks 
and brands. The members further urged that in driving 
a distinction be made between wintered cattle and the 
through cattle from Texas carrying the Texas fever. 
Inspectors were to be appointed at Cheyenne, Kansas 
City, St. Louis, and at Indian agencies. The Cherokee 
strip was to be divided into three round-up areas and 
riding was to commence on March i8th. Another reso- 
lution declared that the “six-shooter is not an absolute 
necessity” for cowboys in the Cherokee strip except 
against outlaws and Indians. “But,” continued the reso- 
lution, “we deprecate carrying of six-shooters in all 
cases while visiting the towns along the border.” “ 
Under the direction of Wilmot Proviso Brush of the 


Kansas City Cotnmercidl Indicator the association pub- 
lished a book containing the brands of 125 members and 
55 brands of the Comanche County Pool, the Barbour 
County Stock Growers’ Association, and other cattle- 
men’s groups. One of the brands was that of ’W^illiam 
and Valentine B. Dickey, two brothers, whose herds 
ranged in the valley of the Canadian river. In 1882 
their 20,000 cattle marked them as one of the leading 
members of the Southwestern Cattle Growers’ Associa- 
tion. But the two men soon suffered reverses in forsaking 
the active management of their ranges to taste “the 
golden fruit of city life” in Kansas City or to mingle 
among the “crimson poppies” of Chicago. To this neg- 

^The Caldwll [Kas.] Post, February 23, March 9. **82. Brand Book 

containing the Brands oj the Cherokee Strip 

8« Clay, My UU on the Range. 88-92. This volume conUins the am^ 
published by John Clay in Live Stock Markets referred to in previous footnotes. 
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lect came the allied misfortunes of drouth and storms 
to deplete the herds of Indian Territory. 

In the Southwestern Cattle Growers’ Association es- 
tablished in March, 1882, a resolution provided for six 
captains of designated round-up districts where work 
was to begin on May 8th. It authorized the employment 
of inspectors at Kansas City and another in the Indian 
Territory. Another resolution urged the removal of the 
cows and calves and an inspection for strays before cut- 
ting out or driving away the steers. The cattlemen also 
condemned the turning loose or “boarding” of cattle 
when the increase of the stock would infringe on the 
rights of neighboring ranchmen. In the same month the 
Turkey Creek Pool near Caldwell, Kansas, appointed 
a committee to prepare for the pool round-up, and 
another committee was to cause fire guards to be plowed 

around the pool range and “to oversee the burning of 
them out” ^ 


About forty-five stockmen formed the Western Cen- 
tral Kansas Stock Association in the spring of 1883 
when a constitution of twenty-one articles was adopted. 
A reward of $5^ was offered for the arrest of any person 
killing or stealing the stock of members. Another reward 
of $200 was voted for the arrest of any culprit who ma- 
liciously set fire to the range. Stray stock was to be herded 
until the owner could be notified, but no aid was to be 


given any persons who might turn their stock on the 
ranges of others. Another rule required that descrip- 
tions of ranges be filed with the secretary of the asso- 
ciation.®* 


An ex ecutive committee was empowered to settle dis- 

“ Wetteru Central Kansas Cowboy, September i, 18J3, July ,2, 19, 1884. 
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damages 


also voted to own 
Western Central . 


became 


became 


newspaper 


to that point in 1884. The faith and zeal if not the best 
judgment of the association was voiced in the editor^s 
declaration that : “Today in the United States grass is 
king.” It also published eighty-one brands of the West- 
ern Kansas Stock Growers’ Association at Dodge City 
whose membership included cattlemen from Kansas, 
Texas, Indian Territory, Missouri, and Colorado.*® 
Prior to the coming of the Northern Pacific Railroad 
into the Territory of Montana, the cattlemen of the 
Northwest sent their stock to southern shipping points. 
Those who were members of the Wyoming Stock Grow- 
ers’ Association secured inspection through that body 
at various stations on the Union Pacific Railroad. An 
early union of cattlemen in the Territory of Montana 
was the Shonkin Stock Association formed near Fort 
Benton in July, 1881. Leading cattle growers from the 
Belt, Highwood, Arrow Creek, and Shonkin ranges 
met at a range, elected Jack Harris president, chose an 
executive committee, and adopted regulations and by- 
laws. The association resolved to protect the ca^e 
ranges against Indians and to share the expenses of budd- 
ing corrals. Ajiyone refusing to become a member wm 
to be denied the privileges of the corrals and the 

round-ups.®® ^ * • • u-j 

The Eastern Montana Live Stock Association had 

Idem. July la. iS»4- ^ ^ 

on -wL. Jteeard. AuKutt 4, Septemoer t, m . 
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its beginnings at Miles City in October, 1883.“ T. J. 
Bryan became the first president and J. W. Strevell the 
secretary and treasurer. The latter was instrur:ted to 
get a copy of the rules and regulations of the Wyoming 
Stock Growers’ Association which, after being ex- 
plained by a representative from that body, were 
adopted. A list of the ninety-five cattlemen owning cat- 
tle in “this vicinity” was read by the secretary. Such 
firms as the Marquis de Mores from Dakota Territory, 
Granville Stuart, the McKenzie Cattle Company 
formed a few weeks before and ranging in the Territory 
of Dakota, and the Montana Cattle Company of the 
Musselshell Valley constituted the solid element of the 
range cattle industry and could furnish the backbone 
of an association. Other cattlemen represented the Ter- 
ritory of Wyoming and Iowa. 

In the directors’ room of the First National Bank of 
Helena, the Montana Stock Growers’ Association was 


conceived in April, 1884. Conrad Kohrs, the most 
famous cattleman of the Northwest, was the principal 
originator and became a powerful member. At the or- 
ganization meeting of April, 1885, J* Bryan was 
elected president and the new body was then combined 
with the Miles City organization. Sixty-three of the 
ninety members were present at this meeting and the 
executive committee of twenty-five represented not only 
the thirteen counties of the territory but also the Terri- 
tory of Dakota. A long list of applicants for membership 
included the name of Theodore Roosevelt. 

At the Macqueen House crowded beds afforded hos- 
pitality if not comfort. Meetings of the association were 
held in a skating rink but after the sessions the coZZ 

Yillovfstone laumal, October 13, zo^ 1883. 




convened more informally at the Miles City Club where 
“we all met, ate roast pig, hard boiled eggs, cheese and 
bread and drank more than was good for us.” In other 
places a genial host in white apron and with a diamond 
stick-pin dispensed to the broad-hatted thirsty horsemen 
a hospitality not enjoyed on the ranges or around the 
mess-wagon. From Fort Keogh, a nearby army post, 
came a band to blare forth a musical welcome to the 
zuests of the little frontier cow town on the Yellowstone. 

Although patterned after the Wyoming association 
the Montana group never equaled it in power and ini- 
tiative. In the Territory of Montana the Board of Live 
Stock Commissioners, created in 1884, recorded and 
issued brands and settled disputes among cattlemen over 
such brands and marks. The board likewise appointed 
brand inspectors at the principal markets and shipping 
points and had the right to name stock detectives for 
each county. It appointed a stock inspector for each 
county who had the power to quarantine or exterminate 
diseased stock. It devised and recommended legislation 
and exercised a general supervision over the cattle in- 
terests of the territory. 

At the meeting of the Montana association in 1886 


000 


ittee 


Washington 


the Bureau of Animal Industry. Seventeen round-up 
captains were appointed. At the next meeting an un- 
successful attempt was made to condemn the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. And here as in other associa- 
tions the absorbing topics for debate were the Texas 
fever and the overstocking of the ranges. In 1887 Joseph 
Scott became president and held office for several years. 

M Clay, My Life om the Ranye, Hennann Hagedorn, Rfsevelt tm 

the Bad Lande, 392*39S> 444-44^* 
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Some of the strongest personalities of the Northwest 
were members of this association. Theodore Roosevelt 
had recorded his cattle brands representing a triangle 
and an elkhorn as early as July, 1884. By the next year 
he had invested over $82,000 in his Dakota ranches. In 
the meeting of 1 886 he was appointed one of the round- 
up captains and placed on the executive committee. A 
few weeks later he was directing sixty cowboys in the 
spring round-up on the Little Missouri ranges and 
working from fourteen to sixteen hours daily. At the 
next meeting he defended the Interstate Commerce 
Commission in the debates at Miles City. A few days 
later after viewing the winter destruction of his cattle 
he wrote i “for the first time I have been utterly unable 
to enjoy a visit to my ranch.” ” 

John T. Murphy was the manager of the Montana 
Cattle Company. Benjamin F. Potts had served the 
territory as governor. Conrad Kohrs had migrated from 
Germany and had witnessed the gold rushes to the ter- 
ritory. His extensive ranches and his great success in 

the cattle business made him the preeminent cattle king 
of the Northwest. 


The killing storms of 1886-1887 not only marked a 
sinister factor in the cattle range business but they also 
marked a decline of the old pools and associations. 
Stricter business methods and more individual initia- 
tive were required to meet the changing conditions and 
the new demands in raising and fattening cattle on the 
plains. The pools and associations, however, had per- 

» Brands and Maris. Book A, 427, in the office of the Live Stock Comnus- 
Tn Helena, Montana. Hagedom, Roossvslt in the Bad Lands. 48a. Roosevelt 
to Henry Cabot l^dge, June 7. i 88 fi, April ao. 1887. in Selections from the 


formed distinct functions on the ranges and a service to 

the cattlemen of the West. 

Describing the origin of the Colorado Cattle Grow- 
ers’ Association, the oldest on the ranges, a prominent 
stock paper in 1879 said; “It has given Colorado cattle 
growers, individually and collectively, a well deserved 
prominence ; it has attracted marked attention to Colo- 
rado-raised cattle in eastern markets; it has secured in 
a great measure the repression of crime as against cattle 
on the range, and given the association standing in busi- 
ness and political circles.” ^ 

Eight years later, H. M. Taylor, an agent of the 
Bureau of Animal Industry, wrote of this association: 
“Its usefulness has grown with every year of its exist- 
ence. The record it has made stands as an unanswerable 
argument in favor of associated effort. The cost of main- 
taining it has been merely nominal to its members, and 
it has profited the industry hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. Its members would go out of the business if 
they could not have the benefits obtained through its 

agency.” 


W Commercial Indicator^ January 23, 1879* 

Third Annual Report Bureau of Animal Industry for 18 

ary 22, 1887)1 PP* ^^ 5 ^ 


{dated Fcbni- 


A Cattlemen’s Commonwealth on the 

Western Range 



A Cattlemen’s Commonwealth on the 

Western Range 


From successive frontiers of our American history 
have developed needed customs, laws, and organiza- 
tions. The era of fur-trading produced its hunters, its 
barter, and the great fur companies; on the mining 
frontier came the staked claims and the vigilance com- 
mittees; the camp meeting and the circuit rider were 
heard on the religious outposts ; on the margins of set- 
tlement the claim clubs protected the rights of the squat- 
ter farmers ; on the ranchmen’s frontier the millions of 


cattle, the vast ranges, the ranches, and the cattle com- 
panies produced pools and local, district, territorial, 
and national cattle associations. The greatest of these 
in membership and influence was the Wyoming Stock 
Growers’ Association which has completed over a half- 
century of existence and which for about fifteen years 

was a cattlemen’s commonwealth on the pastoral lands 
of the West. 


Confederate veterans in Texas in 1866 began to drive 
their surplus cattle northward to be dispersed over the 
northern ranges. In that year the Kansas Pacific Rail- 
road entered Junction City in Kansas and the Union 
P acific Railroad was completed to Cheyenne in i Sby.** 
From then on the vast grazing areas received their tri- 
bute^ millions of Texas cattle, which, after being ma- 

»• Crawford, Kansas in He Sixties, 23a McCoy, Historic Sketches of tke 
Cattle Trade of tke West and Sonthnest, 44, 50^ 115. 
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tured and fattened on the range grasses, were freighted 
in ever increasing streams to the eastern markets. A sur- 
plus of cattle in Texas, free grass, and an outlet for 
matured cattle ushered in the dominant decades of the 


range and ranch cattle business. 

About 350,000 cattle from Texas were herded north- 
ward in 1869.*^ In 1871 over half a million Texas cattle, 
it was estimated, were moved northward and bought 
by the cattlemen of the western states and territories.®* 
The ends of these drives at Abilene, Ellsworth, Hayes 
City, and Dodge City in Kansas, and Ogallala in Ne- 
braska were the great cow towns from which the cattle 
were dispersed to the ranches and the ranges. 

Thus Ae cattlemen’s domain was established. Terri- 


torial laws, courts, and local governments were inade- 
quate to minister to a business which had grown so 
swiftly, which was spread over an area of nearly a mil- 
lion square miles, and for which there was no guide or 
pattern in the world’s history. The Territory of Wyo- 
ming, centrally located in the range country, was the 
heart of the cattlemen’s domain and Cheyenne became 


not only the capital of the territory but likewise the 
q il m ini strati ve and social metropolis of the immensely 

larger cattlemen’s range. 

The five formative years of the Wyoming Stock 
Growers’ Association began on November 29, 1873, 
when a group of stockmen of Laramie county met in 
the county clerk’s office in Cheyenne and organized the 
‘‘Stock Association of Laramie.” At the next meeting 
on Februarv 27 , 1874, twenty-five persons and firms 


OT KSmmn, “The Range and Ranch Cattle Traffic ... of the Umted States ” 
in Report on the Internal Commerce of the United States, part iii, raa. 

^ Idem, 
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signed the membership roll. Laws and regulations were 
adopted, the annual meeting was fixed in April of each 
year, and it was resolved to hold regular meetings on 
the first Monday of each month. Admission fees were 
fixed at $5 and the regular dues at $.50 a month.” 

Thirty-one names were added to the membership roll 
in the next four years; money receipts lagged behind 
dues and assessments; and the great distances to be 
travelled caused many absences at the annual meetings. 
A set of laws to govern the annual round-ups was 
adopted, two hundred copies were ordered to be printed, 
and an equal number of handbills were to be sent out 
to inform the stockmen of Laramie county of the com- 
mencement of the annual round-up. The round-up for 
1874 set for May 15 but later postponed to June i. 
An assessment based on the amount of stock held was 
levied to raise money for the “payment of detectives. 
The next year N. J. O’Brien, the sheriff of Laramie 
county, was elected a member of the association.*” 

A special committee of three in 1876 secured $150 
per month for two months from the county commission- 
ers for “detective work,” and the association voted that 
none but “said committee shall know [the] detectives.” 
Alexander H. Swan succeeded M. V. Boughton as 

president and Thomas Sturgis began his long career 
as secretary of the association.*” 




C . Lykins was appointed a detective in 1 877 and 

^Laramie Stock Jssociaiion Minute Book, 3, 4. The*e record* begun by 
the secretary of the assodadon, W. L. Kuykendall, are preserved in the 
office of the Wyoming Stock Growers’ Assodadon at Cheyenne. The name 
"Laramie County Stock Assodadon” is also used in these offidal minutes. 
Volume n of these records is unpaged and has the dde of Minute Book Woo- 

MtH0 St9ck GtO^O£T^ A SSi^CUitioM, 

Idem, 5-22, 

Idem, 14, 16, 19, 
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also became one of the four round-up foremen the next 
year. An offer of a reward of $200 was voted for the 
capture of persons killing or stealing the stock of mem- 
bers. The next year the work of the detective bureau was 
endorsed because it was surely reducing crime in the 
territory.^® A famous criminal, Middleton, once de- 
clared that “if the Wyoming Stock Growers’ Associa- 
tion would let up on him, he did not care for all the 
sheriffs in Nebraska.” With the aid of Lykins the 
association finally landed him behind the bars. In 1884, 
J udge Charles W. W right was retained as an attorney 
for the association and ex-Sheriff N. K. Boswell as its 
detective made several arrests in Texas and Arkansas.'®* 
Two years later the expenses of the detective bureau 
had grown to over $15,000 a year.'®* Another sheriff, 
F. M. Canton of Johnson county, in 1884 was voted the 
thanks of the association for his work in capturing crimi- 
nals on the range.'®® 

In 1879 the association drew up a petition for reduced 
freight rates on the Union Pacific Railroad, copies of 
which were sent to similar stock organizations of Colo- 
rado and Nebraska. Later a “transportation committee” 


102 Wrm, 20, 22, ja 

iw Quoted in a letter of William Sturgis, a former secreUry of the asso- 
dadon, to Harry E. Crain of Cheyenne, under date of April ii, 1915. In^ I 9*4 
the assodadon appointed a committee to gather “all memories and available 
darn, that they may be able to properly commemorate the pioneer hiato^ of 
Wyoming.” Twelve letters from old Wjroming ranchmen were received, 
copies of which are preserved in the office of the secretary of the as^adon 
at Cheyenne. In 1923 diese letters, containing valuable dau and remin^nce^ 
were published under the dde of LeUert from Old Members and Frtends of 
JFyoming Stock GrooBort’ Atsociation. The Sturgis letter is on pages 42 

and 43 of this fifty-five page pamphlet. .... .0 

104 From the annual report of Secretary Thomas Sturgis dated April, 1 84, 

and recorded in the Minute Book fFyoming Stock Groover/ Jssociatton. 

106 iJem, in Annual Report of April, 1886. 

UM Idem. 
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was created, which by securing lower rates in 1885 ef- 
fected a saving of about $72,000 to the members of the 
association.^®’ 

An expanding and varied array of business is re- 
corded in the brief minutes of these cattlemen’s con- 
gresses. On March 28, 1879, an executive committee of 
three residents of Cheyenne to be elected for one year 
was created. Joseph M. Carey, Thomas Sturgis, and 
E. Nagle were the first members of this committee 
which, for the next decade exercised almost imperial 
control over the cattlemen’s domain.^®® 

The change of name of the “Stock Association of 
Laramie” to the “Wyoming Stock Growers’ Associa- 
tion” on March 29, 1879, indicated the expanding im- 
portance of the cattle industry on the plains.*®® A com- 
mittee of fourteen was appointed in 1 880 to consider the 
increasing dangers from range fires. A resolution of 
1882 deploring the carrying of firearms “except in the 
immediate presence of Indians” leaves to be imagined 

the number of personal tragedies in the cow towns and 
on the range. 

The not infrequent mention of the non-payment of 
dues revealed human nature in not a few members, some 
of whom the “association” in 1879 threatened to bar from 
Participation in the annual round-ups. TThe next year 
the annual dues were fixed at $10 and soon after an 
^^^niission fee of $15 was voted. Fifty-three new mem- 
bers were elected that year and seventy new names added 
in 1883 swelled the membership roll to one hundred 
and eig hty-seven.**® A glow of pride shines in Secretary 

Laramie Stock Association Minute Book. 25 . Minute Book fFvo- 
mtng Stack Growers* Association. ^ 

Laramie Stock Association Minute Book 
^^Idem,^z. 

Idemp passim. 
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Thomas Sturgis’s report of 1885. Recalling that in 1873 
the association had ten members representing 20,000 
cattle worth $350,000, he said: “Today we have 400 
members.” Their 2,000,000 cattle, their houses, plants, 
and real estate he valued at $100,000,000.^^^ 

Consolidation with other cattle associations was at- 
tempted in 1881. A committee of three proposed Chey- 
enne as a central meeting place and a government vested 
in an executive committee. Invitations were sent to the 
Weld County Stock Association of Colorado, to the 
associations of Lincoln, Keith, Cheyenne, and Sioux 
counties in Nebraska, and to the associations at Rapid 
City and Deadwood in the Territory of Dakota. In May 
of that year the associations of Cheyenne and Sioux 
counties in Nebraska and Albany county in the Terri- 
torv of Wyoming were admitted to the association and 
were each apportioned two members on the enlarged 
executive committee of eleven. In 1883 the associations 
of Unita, Carbon, and Johnson counties in the Territory 
of Wyoming were admitted to membership.^ In 1885 
the members from the Territory of Montana withdrew 
from membership to enter an association in their own 
territory and about the same time the Nebraska mem- 
bers resigned to enter the Nebraska Stock Growers’ 

Association.^^’ 

As the number of brands increased and as the volume 
of eastbound shipments of range cattle grew, an elabo- 


inMtnuU Book ffyoming Stock Grov^er/ Association. 

112 Jdfm, Laramie Stock Association Minute Book, 57, ^ 6 , 8 - 

n3 Minute Book Wyoming Stock Growers’ 

“Report of the Wyoming Stock Growers’ Association. 1886,^ in ts of 1 

bcrl By-La^s. and Reports of the Wy oming Stock Growers 

the Lais of Wyoming, for the Protection of Stock Growers, as Amended h 

the Ninth Assembly. 
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rate system of brand inspectors was devised by the asso- 
ciation. Such inspectors or detectives detected illegal 
brands as well as marks and brands that had been “re- 
touched” or altered. These men supervised the sales 
of thousands of strays and mavericks at railway termi- 
nals and at stockyards. Indeed, from the time that the 
animals left the range until they were slaughtered they 
were under the alert espionage of the range detectives 
and brand inspectors.^* The proceeds from the sales of 
strays were finally turned over to the owner of the brand 
but the treasury of the association became enriched 
from the sale of the mavericks. 

During the year beginning April, 1884, the inspectors 
of the association supervised the sale, the transportation 
by rail, and the passage by trails of about i,ooo,(X)0 
cattle. In 1883 at Council Bluffs, Iowa, over 110,000 
cattle were inspected and over a thousand strays were 
discovered. Other inspectors were maintained at Valen- 
tine in Nebraska, at the Rosebud Indian Agency, at 
Pine Ridge, at Custer, Camp Clark, Deadwood, St. 
Paul, Ft. Fetterman, and at other points. Later in- 
spections were made at Boone and Missouri Valley in 
Iowa, at Miles City in the Territory of Montana, at 

Mandan in the Territory of Dakota, and at various 
Indian agencies.^“ 

These inspectors possessed a remarkable knowledge 
of the thousands of brands of the western ranges. Their 
keen eyes would swiftly sweep over a trainload of steers 
and detect the brands of animals which had intruded 
from another range or cattle which had never felt the 

Philip Ashton Rollins, The Covjboy: His Characteristics, his Equipment, 
and his Part in the Development of the West, chap. xii. 

Minute Book Wyoming Stock Grovters’ Association. 
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branding iron. In the year ending April, 1886, the work 
of inspection at about thirty-five different points and 
areas was done at an expense of over $26,000, but the 
2,276 mavericks sold that year netted the association 
the sum of $25,605.“® As new railway lines became 
built inspections became more urgent because of the 
illegal butchering of cattle for the construction and 
grading camps. 

Vital questions relating to the public domain and to 
the increasing use of the grazing lands early burdened 
the meetings of the association. The Public Lands Com- 
mission in 1879 submitted a series of twenty-eight ques- 
tions on agriculture to the ranchmen and other citizens 
of the West. A special meeting of the Wyoming Stock 
Growers’ Association was called for November of that 
year and the meeting was attended by the representatives 
from the Territory of Wyoming and from Colorado and 
Nebraska. Both houses of the Wyoming territorial leg- 
islature were present at the session. After an elaborate 
debate a resolution was drawn up for transmittal to the 
commission.”’ This resolution strongly urged the con- 
tinuation of the existing system which permitted the 
securing of title to only small tracts of lands. If congress. 


however, were to enact any legislation it was urged that 
provision should be made for a m a xim um purchase 
price of $.05 per acre, for a long term of payment of 
the principal, and for the sale of land only to actual 

occupants of the soil. 

Five reasons, urged the association, strongly sup- 


Idem. “Report of the Wyoming Stock Growers’ Association, 1886,” 6i-<7. 
in supra note 1x3* 

117 U.s. House Executive Documents, congress, second session, no. 46, 
544-548. This is the report of the public lands commission on the resolutions 

and the testimony of the association. 
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ported the plea for the existing system of the disposal 
of the public lands : cash entry and gradation would be 
conducive to monopoly and work hardship to the own- 
ers of small herds; there was a greater gain from the 
widely spread stock industry of numerous prosperous 
owners than from any sums to be realized from land 
sales ; the uncertainty of the supply of grass for feeding 
rendered it unwise to invest more than one-sixth in 
property which in a few years might be a barren waste ; 
the confining of cattle in any “positive and impossible 
limits” would prevent them from seeking adequate food 
and shelter during the blizzards and storms of the 
ranges; and finally, the association believed that self- 
interest would prove a safeguard against overstocking 
the range and that any system of sale would excite quar- 
rels and a bitter feeling of injustice among the stockmen. 

Secretary Thomas Sturgis, ever alert to the interests 

of the association, submitted an additional memorandum 

against any change in the existing land system : “That 

the territory is young, its settlement covering but ten 

years; that the cattle business is in its infancy, a large 

majority of the herds having more or less indebtedness 

upon them ; that to clear this off and to acquire a surplus 

for investment in land must be a work of time ; that to 

open the lands they graze over to general entry at the 

end of a year would injure them greatly; that under the 

present system our population is rapidly increasing, 

because owners of small herds find grazing facilities ; 

and that under a changed system, permitting entry of 

large tracts, this increase would cease, and population 
might even diminish.” 

At other meetings Secretary Sturgis continued to de- 
fend the rights of ranchmen and the executive com- 
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mittee of the association continued its work of sending 
memorials which, however, did not raise the question 
of fencing large areas by the cattlemen. It urged, how- 
ever, the preservation of their rights free from civil or 
penal liability and their privilege of building corrals 
and cabins in the business which annually brought 
$5,000,000 into the territory. Recalling that the Eastern- 
ers called the stockmen “bullock barons and aristocrats 
of the plains,” Secretary Sturgis retorted that the gov- 
ernment would neither sell nor lease lands, eighty per 
cent of which could never produce grain.^“ 

The pressure of settlement is reflected in another 
protest of the association in i886.“* Emphatic denial 
is made against the accusing opinion of the East that 
cattlemen were obstructing and preventing by violence 
and intimidation the settlement by farmers of the graz- 
ing lands. The association further declared it would 
welcome any “fair and equitable adjustment” looking 
toward the sale or lease of these lands. 

But for years bitter protests from settlers and small 
ranchmen had been made against the large cattle com- 
panies. “The large cattleman,” wrote a farmer from 
Horse Shoe in the Territory of Wyoming in 1883, “owns 
no lands and makes no improvements, is opposed to the 
settling up of the country, is in fact a bitter enemy to 
the homesteader. . . Every foot of the territory is now 
claimed by the large cattle companies.” Another let- 

11 * Report of Secretary Sturgis of April* 1884, in Minuie Book IFjomim^ 
St9ck Gronoer^ Association, 

119 **Keport of Wyoming Stock Growers' Association, 1886,” 34, 35, in 

snfra note 113. ^ u 

1 *® Letter from Robert Walker to Secretary of the Interior Henry M. Teller, 

dited Hori« Shoe, Territory of Wyoming, March 9, 1883, and preserved in 
the records of the commissioner of the general land office at Washington, n.c. 
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ter accuses a cattleman of having fenced in i(X),ooo 
acres of choice hay land, of refusing to move his fence, 
and (he thinks) of having bribed the “land agent.” 

In 1887 another letter charged that the Frontier Land 
and Cattle Company had inclosed land on the north fork 
of Powder river and that impediments and fraud were 
preventing persons from settling on their range.^®^ 

A most important and a regular order of business of 
the association was the planning and the execution of 
the spring and the fall round-ups of the thousands of 
cattle on the ranges. As early as February, 1874, ^ com- 
mittee of five was directed to draft laws for the govern- 
ment of round-ups. Two years later the telegraph line 
between Cheyenne and Ft. Laramie was designated as 
the boundary between “the upper” and “the lower” 
round-up. In 1878 foremen were appointed for the 
round-ups designated “the Southwestern,” “Pole Creek,” 
“Northwestern,” and “Lower Horse Creek.” Thirty- 
one round-ups were laid out in 1884 and two horse 
round-ups were organized two years later.^^ 

A statute of the Territory of Wyoming in 1884 made 
it the duty of the association to provide for a “general 
spring round-up” and a “general fall round-up.” At 
the spring meeting the entire territory was to be divided 
into districts. It was to appoint a foreman for each dis- 
trict, to fix the time and place for the beginning of the 
round-up, and to determine in what manner and in what 

letter from S. F, Sanders to Secretary Henry M. Teller, dated iLaramie, 
Territory of Wyoming, April 9, 1883, and preserved in the records of the 
commissioner of the general land office at Washington, D.c. 

Letter from Alexander C. Cable to Commissioner of the General Land 

Office ^William A. J. Sparks, dated Riverside, Territory of W^yoming, Febru- 
ary 4, 1887. 

Laramie Stock Association Minute Book, 5, 18, 22. 

Minute Book Wyoming Stock Grosser s* Association, 
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order the various districts were to be worked. These 
foremen were elected for a year and each was clothed 
with full power in his district. All persons working in 
the district were required to obey all orders of the fore- 
man under penalties of fine and imprisonment A similar 
penalty was provided for any person who should engage 
in any illegal round-up. The law, furthermore, spe- 
cifically recognized the “by-laws and rules” of the as- 
sociation.^“ 

A diligent committee laid out these areas for gather- 
ing cattle and reported the arrangements to the general 
meeting on large sheets of paper. The various districts 
completely covered the territory, hundreds of handbills 
and newspaper notices informed ranchmen, so that every 
owner could perfect his plans and mobilize his forces.^* 
Then for weeks hundreds of cowboys would ride in 
valleys, over canyons, gulches, and ravines, across mead- 
ows and over the plains where any stock had been feed- 
ing during the summer or browsing on the cured grasses 
during the winter. When the galloping herds were fin- 
ally assembled and placed under control the foreman 
could determine the various brands, count the strays 
and mavericks, and estimate the losses from stealing, 
from wolves, and from the Wyoming winters. To de- 
termine the extent of the calf crop was another task of 
the foreman and a matter of prime importance to the 
owners of the herds. 

In the meeting of April, 1 882, the association provided 
for twenty-two round-ups from which were gathered 

to further encourage and protect the interesta of stock grow* 
ert/* approved March 6 , 18(4, and printed in Sessicm Lam of Wyoming Ter~ 
riiory, 147-152. 

Clay, “My Life on the Range,'’ in Uve Stock Markets, November 23, 1922. 


Among the Cowboys breaking Camp 

From a contemporary sketch drawn by W. A. Rogers in 1880. 
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cattle that had been ranging over at least ioo,o(X) square 
miles.^” In the previous year five or six weeks were re- 
quired in doing the work designated in round-up num- 
ber one and the mere linear distances between the camp- 
ing places designated in it totalled over four hundred 
miles/“ 

No subject generated more wordy warfare and heated 
discussions at the meeting than that of the maverick — 
the unbranded or motherless animal running at large. 
He was the pariah of the plains, an outcast of unknown 
origin, a homeless intruder among cattle respectably 
branded, and a foundling trespassing upon the range. 
On one round-up a foreman gathered one hundred and 
fifty mavericks - some of them four-year-old steers and 
cows with calves at foot— and without a brand or ear 
slit on them.^“ “This was the hour,” wrote a member 
of the association,^®® “when an adventurous man could 
start a herd of cattle if he was able to register a brand 
as his mark and property. Many of them did and not 

Report of Governor WilUara Hale of the Territory of Wyoming, dated 
November lo, 1S83, and printed in U.S. House Executive Documents, 4.Stli 
congress, £rst session, no. i, part v, 559-625. 

Tenth Census of She United States (statistics on agriculture), ui, 62. 
The following was the plan for one round-up: “Round-up no. i shall begin 
at Fort Laramie on May 23, shall proceed up the south side of the Laramie 
river to the mouth of Sabile Creek, up the Sabile to the Black Hills divide; 
thence to the head of the Chugwatcr ; down the Chugwater to KclI/s ranches; 
thence to the head of Richard’s Creek ; down said creek to its mouth ; thence 
to Houston’s Creek; thence to the Bear Creeks, up said Bear Creeks to 
their head; thence to the telegraph road, where it intersects Horse Creek; 
thence up said Horse Creek to Horse Creek lakes ; thence to the head of Pole 
Creek, and down Pole Creek to the telegraph road ; thence across the country 
to Big Crow Springs; thence up Big Crow Creek to its head; thence across to 
the bend of Lone Tree Creek; thence down Lone Tree to Charles Terry’s 
ranch; thence to Jack Springs; thence to Box Elder.” 

129 Clay, "My Life on the Range,” in Live Stock Markets. November 2i loi? 

130 ^ ^ 
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a few respectable citizens of today made a beginning 

adding on to it by other devious methods not necessary 
to explain.” 

Numerous sections in the two territorial statutes of 
1884 and 1886 are attempts to settle the perplexities 
of the maverick question. The foreman of every round- 
up was required to brand all mavericks on the side of 
the neck with an M - the official brand of the Wyoming 
Stock Growers’ Association. A full written report as 
to the sex, color, and grade was to be made at the close 
of every round-up. All mavericks were to be sold on the 
day of their discovery to the highest bidder in lots or 
as individuals. In the presence of the foreman the pur- 
chaser was then required to place his brand on the ani- 
mals. Within thirty days after the sale the foreman was 
required to transmit the proceeds of such sales, less ten 
per cent as his commission, to the Wyoming Stock Grow- 
ers’ Association. 

Six months were allowed to any person to establish 
proof of ownership over any mavericks thus sold. Upon 
satisfactory proof the claimant would be reimbursed 
but the animal would remain the property of the pur- 
chaser. The proceeds of the sales of all mavericks were 
to go to the treasury of the association unless ownership 
should be proved within the six months. No person 
could lawfully brand a maverick except under the su- 
pervision of a foreman. 

Only fragmentary data reveal the workings of these 
statutes, and violations of them were left unrecorded. 
The branding irons of the association were prepared in 

Acts of March d, 1S84, and the amendatory act of Febmary 27. iS86. 
See Stssion Laws of Wyoming Territory passed hy the Ninth Legislative 
Assembly, 62, 63; and Revised Statutes of Wyoming in Force January I, iSSy, 
868-871. 
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1 884 and all foremen were directed to return them after 
the fall round-up to the custody of the association. In 
that year the 1,900 strays were valued at $76,000.^** Two 
years later, however, 2,276 mavericks were sold at an 
average price of $ 1 2.50 which, after deductions for com- 
missions, netted the association over $25,000.^** The 
next year 3,446 mavericks were sold at prices varying 
from $10 to $1. During that year when the association 
had suffered great reverses and was in need of funds, 
A. T. Babbitt, a prominent member, proposed that all 
members enter into a binding contract to bid at least $10 
for each maverick sold at the auctions.'** 

Fears over the Texas fever or splenic fever or pleuro- 
pneumonia are found lurking in the minutes of the as- 
sociation as early as 1881. This disease was carried north- 
ward by Texas cattle and levied a destructive toll upon 
the herds of the Western ranges. A communication from 
Colorado cattlemen on the subject of diseased cattle 
from Texas was endorsed and forwarded to the terri- 
torial delegate in congress. The association urged its 
members to report promptly any shipments destined 
to the Territory of Wyoming and to Nebraska in order 
to afford an opportunity for sending a competent veteri- 
narian to examine cattle suspected of such a disease.'** 
A stringent law prohibiting the importation into the 
Territory of Wyoming of diseased stock was enacted 
by the l egislature in 1882,'** and in the next year Secre- 

182 Report of Secretary Sturgis in 1884 in Minute Book Wuomina Stoek 
Groivers^ Association. 

for Secretary Sturgis’s report in iS86. 

Idem. 

Laramie Stock Association MiniUe Book, 58, 59. 

136 “An Act to Suppress and Prevent tbe Dissemination of ConUgious and 

Infecnous Diseases among Domestic Animals.” approved March 8. t88a 

amended March 1886, and printed in Report of the Wyominf Stock Grow- 
Association, 1886, 110-X18. 
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tary Thomas Sturgis reported that “bovine scourges” 
did not exist in the territory/*^ 

A proclamation issued on April 7, 1885, by Governor 
Francis E. Warren of the Territory of Wyoming pro- 
hibited the importation of cattle from known infected 
regions and imposed certain restrictions upon all cattle 
brought into the territory/®* Over 54,000 cattle from 
seventeen states and territories entered Cheyenne in the 
year following. A heavy burden was imposed on the 
territorial veterinarian and his assistants in the work of 
enforcing the quarantine laws. The quarantine also be- 
came a matter of ceaseless and anxious care to the execu- 
tive committee of the association. The importers of 
blooded cattle and of the Texas cattle entering by rail 
exerted a tremendous weight against the quarantine 
barriers. Not a week passed without a meeting of the 
committee which mitigated the annoyance to importers 
while rigidly safeguarding the interests of the stockmen 
of the Territory of Wyoming.”* 

The territorial legislature of 1885 bad adjourned 
without making adequate provision for the isolation and 
quarantine of cattle imported from regions where con- 
tagious diseases existed. In this emergency the territorial 
veterinarian appealed to the executive committee of 
the association which then generously supplied the 
means for the construction of the territorial quarantine 
yards. These were located near the railroad a mile east 
of Cheyenne. Twenty-nine acres inclosed by a wire 


137 letter from Thomas Sturgis to E. S, Morgao, secretary and acting- 
governor of the Territory of Wyoming, dated June ii, 1883, and printed in 
D.S, House Executive Documents, 48th congress, first session, no. i, part v, 586- 
133 Second Annual Report of the Bureau of Animal Industry (1885}, 550*553- 
139 Annual Reports of Secretary Sturgis and the territorial veterinarian, 
Jas. D. Hopkins, dated April, 1886. and printed in “Report of the Wyoming 
Stock Growers* Association, 1886,’* in supra note 113- 



A CATTLEMEN’S COMMONWEALTH 


105 


fence and containing nine corrals furnished accommo- 
dations for 3,000 cattle. Sheds on the north provided 
shelter and each corral was supplied with abundant 
water from Cheyenne. A comfortable home for the 
watchman was built nearby and the quarantine yards 
were connected with the Union Pacific Railroad by a 
switch from which cattle could be unloaded directly 
into the corrals.^*® 

Nineteen states are represented in the membership 
of four hundred in the Wyoming Stock Growers’ As- 
sociation of 1886.^^^ Of these, two hundred and sixty- 
seven were residents of the Territory of Wyoming, and 
to relume their careers is to furnish a picture of the 
territory as seen by The Virginian of Owen Wister. 
Charter members like Joseph M. Carey, John F. Coad, 
and A. H. Reel had known the territory when it was 
a province as wild as Virginia had been in the seven- 
teenth century and later when settled law and popula- 
tion had rendered it eligible to statehood. 

John H. and T. F. Durbin were the managers of 
the Durbin Land and Cattle Company and as early as 
^^73 their brand J-D had been recorded in Laramie 
county.^® For ten years or more their horses and cattle 
had ranged the valley of the Sweetwater river from 
which they were finally driven by the sub-arctic winters. 
Lower down the valley was Tom Sun, a swarthy French- 
Canadian, who was a type of the pioneer, scout, trapper, 
and cattleman. Another member, Frank Wolcott, was 
a Union veteran, a former United States marshal, and 

Idem, in report of Jas. D. Hopkins. 

“iThe membership list for the association for 1886 is printed in the 

“Report of the Wyoming Stock Growers' Association, 1886.” s-aa See tutra 
note 113. 

Record of Brands, Book A, 95. 
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later a successful cattle owner and hunter of bull elk 
on Deer Creek. John Sparks, whose cattle ranged in 
Nevada and Nebraska, had been trained in Texas in all 
branches of the business. He rose on the flood tide of the 
cattle industry and later attained the governorship of 
Nevada.”* 

To A. T. Babbitt, F. E, Warren, and Philip Dater 
was given the task of preparing the first brand book of 
the association. As published in 1882 the little volume 
contained the names and brands of one hundred and 
sixty stockmen.'” Mr. Babbitt was the manager of the 
Standard Cattle Company whose numerous cattle fed 
on various ranges. F. E. Warren for many years repre- 
sented his state in the senate of the United States. Philip 
Dater had emigrated from New York. “Old Phil” as 
the cattlemen loved to call him was a man of imposing 
appearance but contributed more to the social life of 
Cheyenne than to the work on the range. “Boys,” he 
once said in a speech at the Cheyenne Club, “hold onto 
your books and you will have no difliculty in selling 
your many wintered cows — though dead - at satisfac- 
tory figures.” 

A passion for big game and for adventure had brought 
a colony of Englishmen to Laramie City, where J. H. D. 
Willan, a stout jolly Britisher, and a member of the 
Douglas, Willan, Sartoris Cattle Company, represented 
the association at Cheyenne. Robert Marsh and Frank 
Cooper, another English firm, ranged their cattle on 

143 Clay, “My Life on the Range,” in Li^e Stock Markets, September 14, 1922. 

Cattle Brands ovmed bf Members of the Wyoming Stock Gromr/ 

Association. 

145 Quoted in a speech by Joseph M* Carey in the Proceedings of the Ad* 
journed Meeting of the Wyoming Stock Grown’ AssocUhon, <a, held 
Douglas, Wyoming, April ^ 9 ^ 5 * 
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Rock Creek where they carried on a struggle until the 
terrible winter of 1886-1887/** Moreton Frewen whose 
address was 18 Chapel Lane, London, was interested 
in the Powder River Cattle Company. In 1884 he pro- 
posed a new route for cattle shipments to England. Such 
cattle were to be transported by rail from Cheyenne 
to Duluth. Then shipments were to be made by steamer 
over Lake Superior and Georgian Bay and then by 
rail to Quebec. Steamers were then to carry the stock 
to Liverpool. The plan was intended to avoid pooling 
interests in Chicago and to save six hundred miles of 
land and nine hundred of ocean travel. Horace Plunkitt, 
the Irish reformer, was representing the Frontier Land 
and Cattle Company but lived too far in the northern 
part of the territory to attend the meetings of the asso- 
ciation at Cheyenne.^*"^ 

Another and more notable member of the association 
was Hubert E. Teschemacher, the son of a California 
argonaut and a Harvard graduate, who typified the 
movement of those unique characters from Europe and 
the Eastern states to the Western ranges. Coming to the 
territory in about 1879 ^e helped to advertise its latent 
wealth and imbued the spirit of its ranges. Before him 
was the life of the cowboy, the morning cup of coflfee, 
the long rides to circle around the cattle, the noisy round- 
ups, the branding in the afternoon, and then sleep under 
clear ^Vyoming skies. After the spring work he returned 
to his bachelor s quarters in Cheyenne ^vere an old serv- 
ant served coflfee and rolls in the morning. By merit he 
rose to a place on the executive committee of the asso- 
ciate Like hundreds of others he was almost finan- 

1*8 Clay, “My Life on the Range,” in Live Stock Markets. July a 6 , 1923. 

Minute Book Wyoming Stock Growers' Association. 
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cially ruined by the killing storms of 1886-1887 which, 

however, left unimpaired his personal and social 
charm.^** 

His brother Arthur, Richard Trimble, later the sec- 
retary of the United States Steel Corporation, and F. O. 
de Billier were other members of high standing. Re- 
treating from the social comforts of Cheyenne they re- 
paired to the head of Cottonwood Creek where they met 
the stinging cold and blizzards of that region. But their 
log hut, their youthful optimism, a great supply of wood, 
and a glowing fireplace enabled them to endure one of 
the coldest winters on record.^* 

The president of the Wyoming Stock Growers’ As- 
sociation in 1876 was Alexander H. Swan, a native of 
Pennsylvania and a former merchant of Indianola, 
Iowa, from which he had migrated to Cheyenne in 
1876.“* His career aptly illustrates the meteoric rise of 
the cattle business on the range as well as its tragic de- 
cline. Under his spell and magnetic personality a con- 
siderable faction of cattlemen were soon worshipping 
at his feet. In 1883 he went to Scotland and there floated 
the Swan Land and Cattle Company of which he be- 
came the manager in America and its misguiding spirit. 
Of the 120,000 cattle acquired in 1883 and of the 11,000 
sold that year not a hoof was counted but all transactions 
were by book count.“‘ 

An old Record of Brands which lists the nine herds 
of horses and cattle acquired by his company in the next 
two years reveals how debts were recklessly pyramided 

1^8 Clay, ‘"My Life od the Range,” in LiW Stock Markets, October 19, 192a. 

1^8 Idem, October X2, 1923. 

150 MTarren [Indianola, Iowa] Record, September 10, 1874. 

151 Clay, “My Life on the Range,” in Live Stock Markets, September 28, 

1922, and September 6 , 1923* 
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by the manager.^“^ The purchase of lands, houses, stables, 
and corrals, expenditures for miles of ditches, the man- 
ager’s salary, losses of cattle on the range, and Mr. 
Swan’s practice of accepting book counts rather than 
making actual enumerations, caused ever larger de- 
mands upon the Scottish shareholders as well as 
shrunken dividends. 

When Mr. Swan resigned as manager in 1887 his 
successor Finlay Dun from Scotland at once repaired 
to the Territory of Wyoming. He at once proceeded to 
make a count of the cattle — not by the usual custom of 
branding — but by painting them. But the summer rains 
and heat soon compelled Mr. Dun to admit that the 
paint was not “sufficiently adhesive and permanent” 
which gave circulation to an amused laugh and a couplet 
on the range: 


“Daddy Dun’s a dandy 
But his paint won’t stick.” 

A stinging rebuke to Mr. Swan’s management bristles 
in the annual report of the company in December, 1887. 
Funds of the company to the extent of $19,000 were 
appropriated by the manager, and, after making and 
endorsing as manager a note of nearly $ii ,000, he dis- 
counted the paper and placed the funds to his own credit. 
“The company will sustain a certain amount of loss by 
these defalcations, ran the report, *hut it has suffered 

still more seriously from the late manager’s neglect and 
extravagance.” 

One of the thirty men from Nebraska holding mem- 
bership in the association was John F. Coad whose stock 

Record of Brands, Book A, passim. 

1 “ Clay, “My Life on the Range,” in Live Stock Markets, September 13 1923. 
Annual Report of the Svian Land & Cattle Co. Ud.. for die year ending 
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browsed on the North Platte river. Another was Charles 
F. Coffee, an old Texas trail-driver, who had borne the 
name of “Chalkeye” because he showed so much white 
in his eyes. Locating in Hat Creek Valley he remained 
there until 1 885. “Then,” he has recorded, “the North- 
western Railroad came poking in and brought the fes- 
tive granger. Then trouble did begin. It was not like 
the Indians for one couldn’t shoot and the only way I 
could do to get even was to go into the banking busi- 


ness 


19S 


But the sober and official minutes of the Wyoming 
Stock Growers’ Association are not animated by the 
fellowship and the social delights of its annual meetings. 
Besides the owners of great herds and the small ranch- 
men with a few hundred cattle, there were present a 
goodly number of cowpunchers fresh from the range. 
Managers and general freight agents brought with them 
their live stock agents, and the cheery smiles of Colonel 
Hooker of the Rock Island and the genial comradeship 
of Jake Hardin of the Burlington were long remem- 
bered. Chicago commission men and managers of feed 
stations were there while still others were seeking to 
find jobs or to indulge their curiosity. Foremen were 
busy arranging round-ups for their various districts.'®* 
But at the Cheyenne Club all comers were welcome 
and the warm cheer from cold bottles helped to close 
many a contract. Here men dined generously, sang songs, 
debated politics, planned horse races and tennis matches, 
described their travels in foreign lands, discussed the 


16 ® Letter by C. F. Coffee to Harry E. Crain dated Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
Nfarch ji, 1915, and printed in Letters frowt Old Friends and Members of the 
Wyoming Stock Growers^ Association, 15-29. See rn/ra note 103. 

166 Idem, s-7, for letter by John B. Thomas, March 12, 1915. 
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cattle business, and recounted the twice-told tales of 
losses, profits, and hardships on the ranges. In the eve- 
ning came speeches, and, if not the flow of reason at least 
the flow of soul — and other things. ^‘Cow punching, as 
seen from the veranda of the Cheyenne Club,” reflected 
an Englishman, “was a most attractive proposition. 

Luke Murrin’s saloon likewise extended a warm wel- 
come during these meetings. It was this man who coined 
an epigram on the custom of the range in buying and 
selling cattle by book count rather than by an actual 
tally or enumeration. When the cattlemen leaned against 
his bar for their noon dram and as the snowstorms and 
blizzards swept over the ranges or howled through the 
frontier town of Cheyenne their faces grew long and 
downcast over the prospect of losses on the range and 
unpaid notes in the fall. Then Murrin wiping the bar 
or pouring another glass would console the cattlemen : 
“Cheer up boys, whatever happens the books won’t 
freeze.” 

Containing the ablest men of the territory and having 
its headquarters at the territorial capital, the association 
became a power in law-making. In 1875 secretary 
of the association and three other members were also 
members of the legislature of the territory and two years 
later the president, Alexander H. Swan, sat in that body. 
In 1881, Secretary Sturgis and two other members were 
legislators and the next year six members also sat in the 
council and house of representatives. In 1883, Dater, 
Warren, W. C. Irvine, Babbitt, Coad, and Tesche- 
macher were members of both the association and the 

Clay, “My Life on Che Range,” in Live Stock Markets, November 

23^ 1925. 
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legislature. The next year a group of seven members of 
the association made up one-sixth of the house member- 
ship and one-third that of the council. 

Secretary Sturgis in 1886 named eight bills which had 
been drafted by the executive committee of the associa- 
tion and which had become statutes of the territory. 
These ranged from amendments to the maverick law 
and to the veterinary and contagious disease law to the 
legislation which required railway companies to plough 
and to maintain fire-guards. The secretary also drew 
an analogy between the structure of the state govern- 
ments and that of the association. Efficient governing 
and law-making were necessary at the centres. And, as 
the administration of the state was vested in hundreds 

nf Inral unit? so the members of the executive commit- 


laws 


various districts where they might reside. 

In each of the fourteen executive districts in 1886, 
explained the secretary,^®® was at least one member. The 
duties of the members were to attend at least one com- 
mittee meeting at Cheyenne annually, to consult in per- 
son or by letter with the cattlemen of their districts as 
to the inspector to be nominated, to supervise and direct 
the work of inspectors in the districts, to report to the 
headquarters at Cheyenne any crimes which might re- 
quire additional inspectors or a detective, to give notice 
of incompetency in any inspector, and finally, to repre- 
sent the association before the county officials. In brief, 
the faithful committeeman was a delegate or represen- 

iw "Report of the Wyoming Stock Growert* Association, 1886,” 47 * 5 *- See 

smpra note 113. 

1^9 Idem,, 56-59. 
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tative of a vast cattlemen’s province the wants and com- 
plaints of which he made known to their annual con- 
gress at Cheyenne. 

Referring to the “disinterested and unselfish” char- 
acter of the association, Secretary Sturgis declared it 
was the agent of the many and not of the few. “To this 
end,” he reported, “all are given free access to reports 
and records, all information asked by letter is carefully 
collected from the lists and forwarded, and small bodies 
of stockmen in distant localities are informed that if 
they will send a single representative to our annual meet- 
ing to express their views about round-ups and round-up 
foremen, they will be regarded with respect and atten- 
tion.” In the same report the association was likened to 
a vast commercial business: members as well as other 
stockmen were absolutely relegating to its care many 
of the most important problems of the cattle ranges. 

The wintry purgatory on the ranges in 1886 to 1887 
closes the history of the formative period of the Wyo- 
ming Stock Growers’ Association and marks the end 
of an era in the cattle business of the range. The parch- 
ing summer of 1886 had been followed by blizzards, 
low temperature, and a snowfall of unprecedented 
depth. Thousands upon thousands of cattle froze, 
starved, or were smothered as they stumbled into the 
deep snows of the coulees and ravines. A mournful ar- 
ray of figures only partly told the story of the winter 
tragedy. The spring thaws disclosed thousands of car- 
casses, and skeletons and staring skulls were harvested 
by agents of fertilizer factories. A great many bones 
of the herds of Theodore Roosevelt were left on the 
plains near the Little Missouri river. Here and there 
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the bark of trees had been peeled off by the cattle in 
their desperate search for food/*® 

A herd of about 5,000 steers of the Worsham Cattle 
Company was almost completely lost and the Swan Land 
and Cattle Company gathered about 100 three-year-old 
steers from a herd of 5,500 placed on the range. Mis- 
management, recklessness, and greed and a bitter winter 
were the evil factors which had conspired against the 


range cattle from southern Colorado to the Canadian 
line and from the looth meridian to the Pacific slope.“^ 
A tragic gloom pervaded the fifteenth annual meet- 
ing of the Wyoming Stock Growers’ Association in 
April, 1887.^*® The president, the vice-president, and 
the secretary were absent; Swan, Sturgis, and other lead- 
ers were ruined; Eastern men and Britishers deserted 
their ranges and the territory; the old-time cattlemen 
had begun to disintegrate. “The old love of the open 
range, the burning fires of old-days smouldered,” wrote 
a prominent member thirty years later, “sometimes flash- 
ing into flames but the old regime passed away. The 
wide-open days were closed. The hard drinking, rol- 


licking youngster who turned himself loose when he 
struck town gradually evaporated or changed his 
methods, and in their place there grew up a careful, 
economical, rigid owner, who possessing nerve and ex- 
perience, made a success . . .” 

The cattlemen’s commonwealth had ruled the west- 


ern range, and on the whole had ruled beneficially, when 
the West was still wild. The old Cheyenne Club where 


Higcdorn, Roos^t^tlt tM tkf LMudig cb&p* xxv. Clfty* Bdy X«ifc oo 
in Lifft Stock MArketSg August s6, October iS, 

Clay, ioc* ciL, August t6, i 9 * 3 * 

October i8, 1925. 
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echoed the romance and the prose of this cattlemen’s 
domain still stands in the shade of old cottonwoods. But 
its rooms have been commercialized and to a degree 
vulgarized. A copy of an old picture of Paul Potter’s 
bull shows the hole bored through the foreleg by John 
Coble’s six-shooter. Pictures of racing cups and horses 
still adorn the walls and the chance visitor can gaze 
upon the steel engraving of Albert Bierstadt’s “In the 
Heart of the Big Horns.” As at Abilene, its memories of 
frontier days are fading into traditions and incomplete 
historical legends. Who are there to recall the great 
cattle companies, Alexander H. Swan, the social de- 
lights of Cheyenne, the anxious seasons of the Texas 
fever, and the days of unfenced ranges? 
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The Boom in Cattle Companies 

in the Eighties 

The solid foundations of the range industry as laid 
by men like Iliff, Carey, Kohrs, Stuart, and Murphy 
before 1880 were to be strained and broken during the 
cattle boom of the eighties. In these years of frenzy for 
cattle companies the wild financing, mismanagement, 
and overstocking of the ranges produced a collapse of 
ruin and almost total destruction of the cattle business 
of the range. But, tempered by these disasters, there 
emerged saner methods and management for the cattle 
business of the plains. 

Varied causes generated this boom and gave it mo- 
mentum. The heavy prosperity of the eighties illustrated 
Walter Bagehot’s phrase that, “At particular times a 
great many stupid people have a great deal of stupid 
money.” Blind capital was large and craving. It sought 
for someone to devour it. It found hungry investors and 
there was speculation. When the capital had been de- 
voured there came the ills of panic and depression.^®® 
Money was plentiful and its reckless use kept pace with 
the extravagance of ideas. 

Feverish railroad building invaded and crossed old 
buffalo ranges. Traffic receipts fell and in quick order 
reflected low prices in bonds and stocks, terrified inves- 
tors, an d railway receiverships. The “boom” town of 

163 Walter Bagehot, “Edward Gibbon,** in The Workt and Life of fFalUr 
Bagekoi, edited by Mrs* Rusaell Barrington, vol. n, 127, 138. 
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the West blossomed as the “queen of the prairies.” Cities 
and towns were platted along the railway lines and land 
promoters hawked the sale of lots. 

For about four years after 1880 the boom rose and 
reechoed over the West. Bureaus of immigration sent 
out a literature of alluring tracts -not always signed 
or copyrighted by the authors. Railroads bore thousands 
of settlers to the West and long lines of covered wagons 
of “movers” jolted from old homes in the East to “settle” 
in the West. About two hundred years were required 
for effectiv’e settlement to spread from Jamestown to the 
Missouri river but a few decades were suflScient for the 
occupation of the rest of the area to the Rockies. 

Great advances in the prices of ordinary stock cattle 
for range purposes up to 1882 were due to several causes. 
The favorable winter season of 1881-1882 had left range 
stock in good condition. Old Texas cattlemen increased 
the numbers and the movement of their trail herds. The 
contagion of mounting prices spread from Texas to the 
West. “Texas cattlemen,” observed a live stock journal, 
“have been crow’ding forward their shipments, the vol- 
ume and quantity of which have been a ‘caution’ to 
Northern owners.” The editor’s estimate that the year 
1882 would bring 100,000 more Texas cattle to Chicago 
than in 1881 was wrong. Some 200,000 more Texas 
cattle came to Chicago in 1882 than the previous year. 
But nothing so electrified cattlemen everywhere as did 
the Chicago sales of “grass-fed” Texas cattle in 1882 at 

$6.80 per hundredweight.'®^ 

Pf gg grsss, abundant cattle, excitement, a buying 

stampede, high prices, and a clamorous demand for 

IM Dait, Drovtn Journal, August aa, i88a: Prote and Poetry of the Live 

Stock Industry, 663 , 664 , 666 . 
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money were some of the elements of the range boom. 
Money lenders stiffened and interest rates of one and 
one-half and two per cent with personal security were 
given by men who could still see the glow of the pros- 
perous years. The few notes of warning were falsetto 
but the New York banker who refused a loan to a Texan 
with 3,000 cattle was not so cautious as he was ignorant 
of the range. Learning that there were no fences in 
Texas he looked horrified at the cattleman : “No fences! 
Why good Lord, young man, I’d as soon take a mortgage 
on a school of codfish off the banks of Newfound- 
land.” ““ 

Week by week prices of stock on the range mounted, 
“soon reaching $30 per head ; and before the summer 
closed $35 was planked down for such stock in many 
parts of the range country.” Swift Brothers and Com- 
pany and Armour and Company slaughtered 344,000 
cattle in 1882. “Cattle production,” ran a hopeful esti- 
mate, “has just begun.” 

Prosperity was abroad in the land and people were 
demanding more beef. At Chicago, Kansas City, and 
elsewhere the great packing firms had been established. 
Their canned meat and their refrigerated half carcasses 
of dressed beef were invading the foreign markets. The 
Texas drives and the shipment of cattle from the corn 
belt areas added to the boom - if not to the values - in 
the cattle kingdom. The phrases, “cattle barons” and 
“cattle kings” - neither coined in the West nor gra- 
ciously accepted by it - inflated the popular notions of 
range p rofits and prosperity. These became the magic 

165 Proit and Paetry of the Live Stock Industry^ 667 ; Daily Drovers Journal, 
March 1, 18S2. 

Prose and Poetry of the Live Stock Industry, 667 ; Daily Drovers Journal, 
December 27, 1882. 
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words which tempted the small investors to embark 
upon the new but alluring business of cattle raising in 
the West and which unlocked the money chests of eastern 
and European capitalists. 

The Evans-Jackson Live Stock Company, an early 
firm of seven incorporators, had been organized at 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, on June 15, 1877. On the assess- 
ment rolls of Laramie county in the Territory of Wyo- 
ming for that year their lands and implements were 
valued at $400. Their 300 beef cattle were valued at 
$5,700 and their 1,200 yearlings and two-year-olds at 
$8,500. Five years later its name was changed to “Bay 
State Live Stock Company” and its place of business 
transferred to Cedar Rapids, lowa.^” In May, 1880, the 
Montana Cattle Company was incorporated at Helena 
for a period of ten years. A few months later the Mon- 
tana Cattle Company with a capital of $50,000 was 
organized to operate in the “Musselshell Valley” in 
Meagher county.^®* 

A quick crop of cattle companies was produced in 
the office of the secretary* of state of the Territory of 
Montana from 1879 to 1884. The corporate form con- 
tinued to be the favorite one for raising capital and for 
conducting the business on a large scale. The Territorial 
Stock Growers’ Association was incorporated at Helena 
for twents’ years and with a capital stock of $20,000. 
The five trustees of the Benton and St. Louis Cattle 
Company were to have charge of a capital stock of 
$500,000. The company was chartered for twenty years 

Assessment Book for Laramie county for 1877 (Territory of ’Wyoming), 
24; Records of Incorporations in the bond and investment division of the 

jecretary of state, Des Moines, Iowa, Book H, 534 - 

Records of Incorporations (office of secretary of state at Helena, Mon- 

tacsi), Book B, 5^1 5^’ 7+* 75* 
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and from its headquarters at Fort Benton on the Upper 
Missouri river was to direct its herds on the Teton 
ranges. The Colorado and Montana Live Stock Com- 
pany, incorporated in 1882, was capitalized at $200,000. 
Its seven trustees presided over the company at Denver 
whose operations extended over Arapahoe county in 
Colorado and in the Territory of Wyoming. The Green 
Mountain Stock Ranching Company of 6,000 shares had 
its place of business in Minneapolis. The River Falls 
Live Stock Company, a Wisconsin company, was in- 
corporated at Helena in 1883. In the same year the 
Northwestern Cattle Company was formed. In this 
company Ethan H. Cowles of Pine Bluff in the Terri- 
tory of Wyoming subscribed for 100 shares, and the 
other 13 1 shares were bought by 14 investors in Concord, 
New Hampshire. Another firm was the McKenzie Cat- 
tle Company having its headquarters at Bismarck, in the 
Territory of Dakota and dealing in cattle, horses, and 
sheep. Other records have preserved the incorporations 
of the Wisconsin and Montana Cattle Company, the 
Keystone Cattle Company, and the Blackfoot Horse 
and Cattle Company located in Deer Lodge county.^** 
Walter Baron von Richthoven, a European noble- 
man, published his Cattle Raising on the Plains of 
North America in 1885, giving a list of seven Scottish 
companies then operating in the far West. The capital 
stock of these companies ranged from 42,000 shares at 
£5 each as in the Hanford Land and Cattle Company 
to 9,000 shares at £10 each in the Wyoming Cattle 
Ranche Company. He quoted with approval the presi- 
dent of the Cattle Growers’ Association of Colorado 
whO) 1883, had extended an urgent invitation to for- 

Ibid*, passim. 
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eign capitalists to embark in the cattle industry of the 
plains.”® 

The Powder River Cattle Company was formed in 
August, 1882, and was under the guidance of Moreton 
Frewen, an Englishman from London. The official 
brand for the cattle was “76,” and the herds ranged 
along the Powder and Tongue rivers and Rawhide 
Creek in the Territory of Wyoming- The twelve herds 
purchased in 1882 made the holdings of the company 
28,488 by January, 1883, and in the fall of that year ite 
cattle numbered nearly 50,000. The herds in 1885 con- 
tained 57,917 cattle and produced a calf crop of 6,655. 
But the record of its purchases and sales became mute 
for 1 886. The last entry in its records is that of a meagre 
list of cattle sold in 1886 to firms in Chicago, Superior, 
Omaha, and at Newman in Nebraska. No inventory 
was made for the thousands of its cattle lost, frozen, or 
starved during the Wyoming blizzards of 1886 and 

1 887.”' 

Officers, directors, or shareholders of over eighty 
cattle companies held membership in the Wyoming 
Stock Growers’ Association in 1886.”* The names of 
these corporations and the addresses of the various di- 
rectors or officers indicate a widespread interest and 
financing in cattle companies. A. T. Babbitt, represent- 
ing the Standard Cattle Company, had his post office at 
Ames, Nebraska. Another member gave his address as 
London. Other members and representatives came from 

170 Walter Baron von Richthoven, Cattle Raisin f on the Plains of North 

America, 54t 55* , , r r r* 

iTi Poooder River Cattle Co. Cattle Book. Found in the office of J. M. Carey 

and Sona, Cheyenne, Wyoming. . - . v. j 

fT* last of Members, Bf-Lam, and Resets of the IPyomtng Stock Grovers’ 

Association. . . See snpra note 113. 
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Pennsylvania, Colorado, Illinois, Iowa, and Connecti- 
cut. The Middlesex Live Stock Company was repre- 
sented by O. W. Mead whose address was Boston. Oscar 
Pfeiffer, representing the Des Moines Cattle Company, 
was from Brooklyn, New York. Other members belong- 
ing to the Bay State Live Stock Company resided in 
Boston and Omaha. 

An American firm of bankers, Underwood, Clark 
and Company, of Kansas City, introduced the western 
range business to the financiers of Edinburgh in 1880. 
To them the prairies were a land of romance teeming 
with grass in which fattening cattle brought high profits. 
“These profits,” ran the original prospectus, “had been 
not less than from 25 to 40 per cent per annum, and under 
more favorable conditions have exceeded 50 per cent. 
Such profits are not surprising when it is kept in view 
that to raise a three-year-old steer worth $25 to $30 costs 
only from $6 to $10.” Accordingly in January, i88r, the 
Prairie Cattle Company was formed with a capital of 
£100,000.^” 

Optimistic statements from Underwood, Clark and 
Company, who continued to control the company, ex- 
cited the Scottish shareholders. “The financial officers 
of that conservative old city had found a new mine to 
exploit. The drawing rooms buzzed with the stories of 
this last of bonanzas, staid old gentlemen who scarcely 
knew the difference betwixt a steer and a heifer dis- 
cussed it over their port and nuts.” 

High prices for cattle and excellent climatic condi- 
tions favored the company in its first few years. Divi- 
dends o f twenty and one-half per cent were paid in 1883 

173 The sketch of this company is based on Clay, My Life on the Range, 
Chap, rviii. 
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but this sum was largely realized from the sales of the 
original herds - the capital of the company - rather than 
from the annual increment of the herds. Indeed, the 
first six years of the company netted large profits. “Divi- 
dends were paid from capital, shares were boomed, the 
slick ones slipped, the promoters stole, then bullied the 
directors and forced outrageous settlements. No wonder 
the Scotch shareholders were tired, sick, disgusted.” 

A. H. Johnson, the first manager of the Prairie Com- 
pany, was also the manager of three other companies 
until his death in 1882. W. R. Green, the second man- 
ager, was succeeded by R. G, Head, who served from 
1884 to 1886. The annual report of the company for 
1884 gave warning that the ranges were overstocked. 
A settlement was then made between the promoters and 
the company whereby the bankers received $100,000 in 
shares and $300,000 in cash. In this way promoters and 
managers reaped an undeserved harvest for which the 

Scottish shareholders paid. 

‘The report of the company for 1886,” writes Mr. 
John Clay, “is a most pathetic document. The calf crop 
drops off, the number of cattle are apparently short. . . 
Aside from shortages comes a great drop in prices. From 
about $35 head realized for their sale cattle in 1882, 
they accept $17.90 in 1886, many of the latter, however, 
being young cattle. There is another crushing admission. 
It is discovered that in a purchase of 6,742 cattle and 
125 horses in 1881, Underwood, Clark & Co. had col- 
lected twice. The sum involved was $100,863. It de- 
veloped to be a pure and simple steal. The matter 
was compromised by Underwood, Clark & Co. paying 
$65,000 in notes which were, we believe, eventually 
collected. The bright spot in the report is that the mana- 
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ger and cashier decreased expenses nearly $30,000 in 
the year.” 

The remarkably successful years of 1882 and 1883 in 
the cattle business attracted into the West swarms of 
shrewd speculators, promoters, swindlers, and finan- 
ciers. English and Scottish syndicates, incorporated 
companies from the East, and individuals of abundant 
means invaded the range country. Their managers and 
agents swarmed to the West to purchase ranches, cattle, 
horses, water sites, and ranch buildings and equipment. 

An epidemic of cattle companies raged with vigor 
in London. In March, 1882, the Cattle Ranche and Land 
Company began its career. The ranch and cattle of 
Rufus Hatch, Earl W. Spencer, and Francis Drew were 
located on the Kiowa river mainly in Indian Territory. 
Their cattle numbered 7,000 and other purchases were 
made. After making various sales the number of cattle 
held by the company in November, 1882, amounted to 
26,000. The expenses of promoting and organizing the 
company had been over $10,000 but out of the fall sales 
amounting to $128,000 the London office had figured 
profits of $85,000. This was equivalent to a dividend of 
fifteen per cent. The shareholders were elated but their 
optimism over their property over 5,000 miles away was 
to have a short season. 

An alluring prospectus ushered in the flotation of the 
Wyoming Cattle Ranche Company, known on the range 
as the “Seventy-one Quarter Circle Ranche.” Fourteen 
men assembled at Edinburgh in June, 1882, and issued 
a circular which described the property located in Car- 
bon and Sweetwater counties in the Territory of Wyo- 
ming. The 4,000 square miles of grazing lands contained 

Idem, chaps, tv, xxii. 
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19, OCX) improved cattle, including 150 Shorthorn and 
Devon bulls. The circular also listed 150 saddle and 
work horses, dwellings, storehouses, ranch equipment, 
and branch establishments. The owner, John T. Stewart 
of Council Bluffs, Iowa, was offering to sell this property 
for $400,000. 

The prospectus cited the advantages of healthfulness, 
abundant water, shelter, grass, and low mortality. “The 
locality of this Ranche was, until lately, the favorite 
winter range of the buffalo, deer, and antelope, whose 
unerring instinct secured here every requirement of a 
natural home, viz., a pasturage relieved by the shelter 
of hill, bluff, and canon from winter storms, an extra- 
ordinary dryness of climate, which neutralized the cold 
of the severest seasons, and an abundance of rich stand- 
ing grain — like hay . . .” 

Another section of the prospectus dealt with “profits,” 
Cattle raising in the West was regarded as “one of the 
most lucrative enterprises in the world.” It was hope- 
fully stated that, through the calf increment, the herd 
would double in value and number every four years. 
Extracts from Governor J. W. Hoyt’s “Pastoral Re- 
searches of Wyoming,” a charming and equally truthful 
and optimistic account of the territory, was the bene- 
diction to the prospectus. 

Mr. John Clay was immediately sent out to examine 
the ranch in the summer of 1882. With Stewart and Cap 
Haskell, the foreman, he rode over the ranges to observe 
the grass, water, and cattle, and later he also examined 
the books and schedules of David Street, the ranch 
superintendent. A favorable report was sent to Scotland, 
and a contract of sale, the cause of a sharp lawsuit 
transferred the property to the new Scottish company. 


IT* Stewart v. Wyoming Cattle Ranche Company, 128 U.S. 383. 



THE BOOM IN CATTLE COMPANIES 129 

Another project, promoted by a firm of London 
barristers, gave rise in October, 1882, to the Western 
Ranches, Limited, a British company, generally called 
the “VVV Outfit.” Two men, John Clay, and the 
managing director, Robert Pringle, had made a visit 
earlier in the fall to the Belle Fourche ranges in the 
Territory of Dakota. After a preliminary inspection of 
the herds owned by Duncan Plumb and Dorr Clark a 
favorable report was sent to the board in Scotland. A 
remarkably strong board of directors, such as Thomas 
Nelson, Sir George Warrender, and John Wilson, an 
Edinburgh merchant, piloted the company in its early 
policies. Dorr Clark became the first range manager 
and directed the Texas cowboys in the range work. 

Mr. John Clay, who became the agent and superin- 
tendent of the company, was instructed to stock the 
ranges at an expense not to exceed £92,000. A heavy 
demand for range cattle caused brisk bidding. In March, 
1883, a contract was signed for the purchase of 5,659 
cattle to be paid for after actual counting, branding, and 
delivery. On the Goschen Hole and Cheyenne river 
ranges the firm of Sturgis, Goodell, and Lane had as- 
sembled a motley assortment of Iowan cattle — heifers, 
steers, and half-starved milch cows, two, three, and four 
years old. These cattle delivered at V alentine, Nebraska, 
cost $166,568 and the expense of driving them to the 
Belle Fourche ranges amounted to $3,512. 

Another lot was a purchase of 4,774 Texas steers from 
Grimes and Thornton which were branded W.G. These 
three, four, and five-year-old cattle had wintered in the 
Cheyenne River Valley and were also driven to the 
Belle Fourche ranges. The total price of the cattle there 
delivere d was $129,127.29. Other purchases costing 

j nmuat ReforU 0 / the WetUm Rmnehes, Limited. 
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$22,972 included 246 bulls, 1 1 Canadian cows, and four 
heifers. The total expenditure in stocking these ranges 
in 1883 was $322,180.30. An additional outlay of about 
$9,000 for land, houses, and ranch equipment completed 
the transactions for 1883. 

The company began the year 1884 with 13,547 cattle. 
During the year the herd was augmented by 9,400. Bulls 
were purchased in Illinois; a lot of 1,000 Texas steers 
was purchased for $15,000 at Dodge City, Kansas; other 
additions of about 7,000 yearlings and two-year-old 
steers from Charles Francis, the Dickey Brothers, and 
from C. C. Sugg plus the calf crop of 1,224 made the 
total holdings of the Western Ranches, Limited, about 
23,000. About 2,000 steers were left on ranges of the 
Indian Territory until they were transferred to the 
company’s ranges in 1887. The sale of 4,241 two-year- 
old steers in 1884 and the estimated losses of only 400 
justified a dividend of 7s per share. 

Another foreign company - the giant among the west- 
ern cattle corporations - had meanwhile been spreading 
stock over the ranges and its stocks and debentures 
among Scottish investors. Its herds and pastures were 
extensive and the administration extended from its 
Edinburgh offices to the round-up captains and foremen 
on the plains. The man whose name it bore not only 
rode on its prestige but also gave it several years of tragic 
range mismanagement. 

“The Swan Land and Cattle Company, Limited” con- 
ceived in 1882 was a Scottish company whose unbroken 
but checkered history extends to the present. Thomas 
Lawson, a Scottish farmer, Colin J. Mackenzie of Port- 
jjiore, and George Prentice, another Scotchman, had 
been investigating three range properties in the Terri 
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tory of Wyoming during the year. These were the Swan 
and Frank Live Stock Company, the National Cattle 
Company, and the Swan, Frank and Anthony Cattle 
Company. Their report on these holdings was favorable 
and Alexander H. Swan and John Donnelly visited 
Scotland. There to the Scottish investors the western 
lands of promise were portrayed, and figures, prospec- 
tus, and imagination united to form a picture of profits 
and dividends.”^ 

A contract of sale dated November 27, 1882, and 
signed by the vendors and by J ames Wilson representing 
a limited company, launched one of the most famous 
cattle companies of the West. The largest item, $2,187,- 
675, was the price of 87,507 cattle and another item of 
$124,000 was for 1,660 bulls. The sum of $41,650 was 
paid for 833 mules. The sale included also all lands, 
water rights, improvements on lands, houses, barns, cor- 
rals, stables, live stock brands, tools, one hundred and 
twenty miles of fencing, implements, wagons, harnesses, 
outfits for ranch, camp, and round-up, office and fixtures 
in Cheyenne, and branding irons. A further clause stated 
that the herd books listing the acquisition, increase, and 
disposition of the herds “had been correctly kept.” 

An able board of seven directors was chosen and for 
years in the ofilce at 130 George Street the tragedies and 
difficulties of this company were debated. Colin J. Mac- 
kenzie presided. James Wilson, another director, had 
been a merchant importer from China. James Shepherd 
was a manufacturer. Lord Douglas Gordon was a mem- 

1 T 7 Clay, My Life oh the Range, 201, 202. 

Swan Land U Cattle Co., Umited v. Frank et al. 39 Federal Reporter. 

45 ^; report of directors to first general meeting of stockholders dated April 

2, 1884, and found in Annual Reports of The Swan Land ST Cattle Comhann. 
Ltd.. 1883-1019. ^ 
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ber of parliament, and Alexander H. Swan, besides 
being a director, was the manager in America. One of 
the banking firms of the company was in Edinburgh 
and others were located in New York, Omaha, and 
Cheyenne. A firm of Edinburgh lawyers represented 
the company in Scotland and another of Cheyenne its 
American interests. Finlay Dun, whose honesty was 
much greater than his knowledge of the range, became 
the secretary. Of the 60,000 shares at $50 each, 3,545 
were paid up and $30 were paid on each of the remain- 
ing shares. Debentures were issued to the extent of 
$1,125,000 and made a capital outlay of $3,000,000 for 
the company.^” 

Purchase upon purchase in the southeastern part of 
the Territory of Wyoming marked Swan’s management 
in 1883. Over 12,000 cattle were added to the original 
herd. Under the desert, the homestead, and the timber 
culture acts about 21,000 acres were acquired. The Clay 
Ranch and the Rehmeyer Ranch were added. A part of 
the Muleshoe Ranch in the Sibylee Valley consisting of 
640 acres of meadow lands and its stone house, barn, 
fencing, and ditches cost nearly $40,000. Three home- 
steads of 1 ,762 acres formed another purchase at $52,000. 
House and stabling in Cheyenne, implements, and the 
telephone line from Cheyenne to the ranches made a 
further outlay of $4,000. Later the sum of $280,000 was 
paid on the balance due on the Muleshoe Ranch. Its 
headquarters was about eight miles below the Two-Bar 
Ranch, the Swan headquarters on the Sibylee river. 
The transfer involved 5,000 acres of fenced lands, nearly 
9,000 cattle, 180 horses, corrals, and a two-story masonry 

179 Report of directors, dated April 2, 1S84, and found in Annual ReforU 
of The Smin Land & CaUle Company, lJd„ 1883-1912. 
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house. This purchase gave the company entire control 
of the Sibylee Valley for a distance of thirty miles. 

The laconic phrase, “market slow and weak,” of Oc- 
tober, 1883, epitomized not the extent but the condition 
of the range cattle industry. Texas cattlemen were pre- 
paring for the eighteenth northerly drives. Everywhere 
the next year - in Texas, in the cow towns, on the ranges, 
at the shipping centers, at round-ups, at the various 
stockyards, and in the directors’ rooms of packing firms - 
men were watching drooping markets and the changing 
industry on the ranges. 
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Early warnings and even back sets were swept aside 
in the rise and momentum of business of the early eigh- 
ties. The voices of optimists drowned the warnings of 
the prophets of evil. One editor early in 1882 spied “the 
demon of speculation*’ riding on the high tide of pros- 
perity. Beware^ he cautioned, of a widespread catas- 
trophe — “a thing that has happened many a time in 
the world’s history.” The arrival at Chicago of 175,000 
cattle in October, 1882 — the largest number on record — 
did not prevent another warning, that during the past 
two or three years there had been “a vast amount of over- 
trading done all over the country, in different branches 
of trade, and for all this a day of settlement must 


come. 


i3 180 


Railway construction had declined in 1883, mercan- 
tile failures had almost attained five figures, business 
had recoiled from the buoyancy of 1879, and financial 
papers were soon to torture readers with vocabularies 
of “depression,” “passed dividends,” “defaults,” “re- 
ceiverships,” and “failures.” But on the ranges the bull 
market for steers still rose. Buyers besieged sellers. Rail- 
roads dumped “skimmed” cows and heifers from the 
corn belt upon the ranges. Young bulls, suitable for 

feeding and marketing as beef steers were, instead, 
shipped to the ranges. 

Drovers Jourstal, Februaiy a, November 3, December 5, iSSa. 
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An “annual round-up” of facts and figures gave a 
picture of range conditions in 1883. The average losses 
of two and one-half per cent were chiefly among the old 
cows. Ten per cent more of bulls had been imported. 
The range grass was not so good as the previous year. 
An average advance of $5.80 per hundredweight was 
noted in range sales. Extensive fences were being built 
in the Southwest and there was a growing policy of 
putting up winter feed. 

“Range cattle” appeared on the classified market 
quotations in Chicago on June 4, 1883, and the sales of 
thirty cars of cattle ranged from $4.70 to $5.37^ per 
hundredweight. “The immense influx of cattle into the 
business,” wrote Horace Plunkett that month, “has been 
to [us] a good deal of blind and illegitimate specula- 
tion.” Brain and muscle were taking hold of the busi- 
ness. “But let them not be too credulous.” 

A minority element — the old conservative cattlemen - 
possessed foresight as well as hindsight. Seeing but not 
experiencing the speculative fever in cattle, they brought 
to their aid agents and salesmen. These with pencil and 
well-thumbed memorandum books quickly conjured up 
figures of increase, dividends, profits, prices, and ex- 
panding range rights. What would prevent prices of 
range cattle from going up to $40? Or, of rising to $45 
“with a strong probability of selling for $50 in the not 

very distant by-and-by?” 

The report of the directors of the Swan Land and 
Cattle Company to the shareholders on April 2, 1884, 
recommended an increase in the proportion of bulls, 

May 14, 1883. 

J une 4, 14* 1883- 
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fresh purchases of Hereford, Polled Angus, and Short- 
horn bulls, the fencing in of the bulls to prevent calving 
in the spring, and the policy of keeping heifers fenced 
in until two years old. The snowstorms and the rainfall 
of the previous spring had impaired the fattening qual- 
ity of the grass and thereby had delayed the maturing 
of the steers for three weeks. Of the steers i ,65 1 of the 
poorest had been sent to Omaha to be fattened on dis- 
tillery grains, hay, and oil cake at an expense of $24,000. 
For the year 1883 the total calf brand was 19,334 
the sales from cattle brought $385,000. But in this Sahara 
of figures the shareholders were happy to discover an 
oasis in the dividend declared payable on April 4.^®^ 

Sullen gloom and clouds of distrust overhung the 
commercial and financial horizons in 1884. A severe 
storm broke in the New York stock market in the middle 
of May. Ugly rumors were adrift in the cattle country 
that the ranges were overstocked, that there were out- 
breaks of pleuropneumonia, that the Texas Trail was 
to be closed, and that barbed -wire fences were cutting 
up the open range. In November the price of range 
stock at Chicago dropped to $2.50. “If you have steers 

to shed,” advised one stock journal, “prepare to shed 
them now.” 

In that same month at St. Louis the “National Cattle 
and Horse Growers’ Association of the United States” 
was organized. The captains of the industry were 
present and the sorrows of the past year were, for a time, 
forgotten in many speeches and much wassailing. But 
the lon g title of the newly formed body belied its short 

Report of directors, dated April 2. 1884, aod March 11, 1885, and found 
in Annual Reports of The Swan Land & Cattle Company, Ltd., iSSj-igix. 

Daily Drovers Journal, September 20, 1883, December 10, 1884. 

[St. JLouiflJ Daily Glabe^Democrat, November z8, 1884. 
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existence and sobered and unsobered cattlemen returned 
to face the changing conditions on the range. 

Another report of March ii, 1885 — heavy with dull 
figures -told the Scottish shareholders of the Swan 
Company of the operations in 1884.^” Receipts of sales 
from 8,400 cattle rose to nearly $400,000; the calf brand 
to nearly 21,000; and the inventory at the close of the 


,000 


than at the beginning of the year. A dividend of ten per 
cent again invested the management with confidence 
and high hopes from the shareholders. 

But other facts in this financial report revealed symp- 


toms of mismanagement, gross carelessness, and evasion. 
The manager, Alexander H. Swan, although receiving 
an annual salary of $10,000, was active in floating other 
cattle companies. A program of vast purchases in 1884 
required an outlay of nearly $600,000. On the Laramie 
plains 549,423 acres were bought from the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company for $460,900 to be paid for in ten 
annual installments. This purchase permitted uninter- 
rupted grazing over an area of over 1,000,000 acres. 
The ranches of H. B. Kelly and E. W. mitcornb aggre- 
gating 4,743 acres and costing $196,000 included a hotel, 
a store, dwelling houses, barns, and sheds. These “con- 
terminous properties give us irrigated and well sheltered 
meadows, extending for ten miles on both sides of the 
Chugwater, along which our freehold runs with scarcely 

a break for thirty-five miles.” 

A lot of 9,764 Texas steers caused another outlay of 

$172,000. A herd of grade and thoroughbred cattle was 

bought from Kelly and Whitcomb for $100,000. Other 

I8T Report of the directors dated March ii. 1885, and printed in AmMmd 
Reports of The Swan Land » Cattle Cornfanp. Ltd.. 1883-19^^^ 
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expenditures for buildings, materials, ditches, irriga- 
tion, telephone extensions, lands, and ranch furnishings 
required about $42,000. The taxes for the year were 
$15,357 or $.12 2/3 per head while the running expenses 
of the range - salaries of managers and foremen, wages, 
“board and feeding” of cowboys amounted to $67,966 or 
$.56 per head of cattle. 

An undertone of warning and apology came from 
another part of the report. Mr. Swan’s theories are 
brought in by the directors to explain the small calf 
brand and the small number of steers marketed. Losses 
in 1881 and 1882 were greater than had been estimated 
at those times and outside brandings did not, as im- 
agined, compensate for such losses. It was apparent that 
unknown losses had been carried in the books of the 
“native corporations” of Frank and Swan since 1881. 
“After consultation with Mr. Swan, they have accord- 
ingly deemed it prudent and proper to write off, in 
addition to the annual deduction, 200 bulls, 2,200 steers, 
and 5,500 cows.” 

A bitterly cold winter in January, 1885, struck the 
ranges and with streams frozen some cattle famished 
for want of water. Range cattle, left coarse and unfin- 
ished by the severe winter and snow, continued to flood 
the Chicago yards. Editor H. L. Goodall of The Daily 
Drovers Journal gave warnings but his advice could 
not stop the steady stream of thin, young, and underfed 
Texas steers to St. Louis, Kansas City, and Chicago.'** 

Competitors in the shipment of refrigerated beef had 
arisen in Russia and Germany to reduce the profits of 
American exporters. In August, 1885, came the presi- 
dent’s order to remove the fences. States and territories 


Daily Drovers Journal, July 3, December 24, 1885. 
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were passing trail quarantine laws. The southwestern 
railroad strike was another straw. On October 5 and 
November 5 prices of range stock at Chicago staggered 
as low as $1.80 per hundredweight.^®* 

Grass and corn-fed cattle of one shipper who had 
bought them for $4.75 in May, 1885, were marketed in 
the following December for $4.25. “Three years ago,” 
wrote a Montana stock journal late in 1885,'*® “there was 
a large number of states cattle - yearlings - shipped into 
Montana at an expense it is claimed, of $25 per head. 
This fall they were sold in Chicago at an average of 
$3.30 the top cattle bringing $3.60 and the poorest grade 
at $3.00. They weighed 1,100 pounds on an average, 
which would give $36.30 gross for each animal, and as 
the shipping expenses were at least $9 per head, there 
is $1.30 per head margin left for the transaction, which 

is not enough to pay for the loss.” 

An equally gloomy report covering the operations of 

the Western Ranches, Limited, for 1885 was made to 
its stockholders at their annual meeting in Edinburgh.”' 
The severe winter in Indian Territory had done bad 
work. Hard frosts, alternating with rain and snow, had 
left the ranges covered with ice. The yearling herds, 
unable to get food, were reduced by cold and hunger, 
and the northerly drive in June to Ae northern ranges 
had disclosed a loss of 2,515 head or seven per cent of 
the capital of the company. Depressed prices caused a 

further loss of $25,000. 

But even darker days were in store for the company. 
Not a single additional animal was placed on the ranges 


18 » Idem. October 5, November 5, . . . r xi««mher 26 

190 Quoted from Rocky Mountain Husbandman m tdem of November 26, 

in Annual Reports of The Western Ranches, Limited. 
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during the parching summer of 1886- Two thousand 
yearling steers were contracted for at $14 per head but 
not to be delivered until the next year. The average price 
of the 3,170 steers sold was $27.25. The calf brand of 
1886 was, however, an increase of thirty per cent over 
that of the previous year. A dividend of only four per 
cent was recommended. 

Another array of figures framed in explanations and 
apologies came in the annual Swan Company report of 
March 12, 1886.^®* At the beginning of the year 1885 
the cattle of the company numbered 109,893, and the 
deductions from strays, sales, and deaths were put down 
as 18,775. books showed 

123,4^ cattle valued at $3,176,793.85. The natural 
increase of the herd was reported as 9,571 valued at 
$179,545 which was placed in a “reserve fund.” The 
dividend reduced to six per cent was payable in March, 
1886. A “special deduction of 3,000 for steers” seemed 
like a penance alongside the solemn declaration that 
“our range count should tally with our book numbers.” 
The shipment of 1,834 steers and bulls to Omaha to be 
fattened on distillery grains at the Willow Springs Dis- 
tillery seemed like more evidence of an overstocked 
range. 

More optimistic are the reports on improvements. 
Two ditching machines drawn by six or eight mules or 
horses extended, widened, and improved various old 
watercourses. Thirty-five miles of laterals tapping a 
large ditch fed by Medicine Creek furnished irrigation 
for 4,000 acres. Another ditch bringing water from 
Richard’s Creek to a plateau between that stream and 
Hunton’s Creek was improved with thirty-five laterals. 


Annual Reports of The S^an Land & Cattle Company, Ltd,, 
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About 5,000 acres were made usable for meadows and 
winter grazing. At various ranches — Bates Creek, on the 
Little Medicine, and at the 07 headquarters — log-houses 
and corrals were built for the spring and fall round-ups. 

To take up the annual installment of $60,000 in notes 
held by the Union Pacific Railroad Company the direc- 
tors recommended that a new issue of preferred shares 
be authorized. This payment was considered as urgent 
because bills introduced in congress contained stringent 
clauses against the acquisition of lands by aliens or by 
alien corporations. The directors did not believe such 
contemplated laws would become retrospective but they 
were eager to use money to complete the purchase of 
the lands of the railroad before the possible passage of 
such hostile legislation. A year before W. W. Corlett of 
Cheyenne, one of the resident solicitors of the company, 
had assured the directors that a foreign corporation 
could legally hold lands and transact business in the 


Territory of Wyoming. 

A dismal report for the year 1886 records the loss by 
death and strays at 10,371. Only 4,800 cattle were sold 
and the inventory of cattle, horses, lands, and - future 
hopes -was set down as $3,819,000 on December 31. 
It had been a disastrous year, ran the report. The moist 
autumn of 1885 had interfered with the curing of Ae 
grass and other territories and states had felt the scarcity 
of food and water. Enforced sales and crowded markets 
resulted. The Chicago yards alone received 2,000,000 
cattle. The lessened demand due to industrial depression, 
strikes, the dry summer, a diminished corn crop, a lack 
of ready money, and commercial failures caused a loss 
of $i3S»oc« to the company. After this chapter of lamen- 
tations the stockholders were prepared for the news that 
no dividend was to be paid in 1887* 
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But optimism and penance appear in another part of 
the report. The hotel and store had brought a profit of 
$3,199 and the irrigation works of the last three years 
were yielding good returns. The annual outlay of 
$30,520 since the year 1883 for barns, houses, and cor- 
rals was henceforth to be “largely reduced” and the 
necessity for the “strictest economy had been impressed 
on the new manager.” 

An alarming theory was raised in another paragraph. 
“Diminished sales and smaller calf brand raise the im- 
portant question : do the number of cattle on the books 
tally with the numbers on the range? The directors are 
of the opinion that the losses of the year, although con- 
siderably over an average, will be covered by the deduc- 
tion of 10 per cent from range bulls, and 8 per cent from 
the remainder of the range herd and from Grades and 
Texas, and such deductions have accordingly been made. 
The annually recurring failures to gather the expected 
number of mature steers, and the reduced calf brand, 
imply that some shortage still exists, not sufficiently pro- 
vided for by previous deductions, and the directors hope, 
during the present year, to be able to ascertain its ex- 
tent.” The board believed, in brief, that existing short- 
ages in the herds and the special deductions made in the 
years past were attributable to dishonest counts made 
by Swan and Frank in the original sale in 1882. On this 
subject the law agent of the company and “eminent 

American counsel” were preparing a “memorial” and 
an “opinion.” 

Swan Brothers failed in May, 1887, and Finlay Dun, 
one of the directors and a man sadly inexperienced in 
handlin g cowboys, cattle, and vast pastures, was sent 

Report of the directors, December 31, 18*6, in Annual Reports of The 
Svan Land » Cattle Company, Ud., 1883-1913. 
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out as manager. From June 7 to August 13 he attempted 
a count under the heads of cows, two-year-old heifers, 
yearling heifers, bulls, three-year-old steers, yearling 
steers, and Texas steers. No branding irons were used 
but barrels and barrels of paint were smeared upon 
29,008 terrified cattle before the farce had run its 

course.^** 

An “interim report” of December 7, 1887, recounts 
the defalcations of A. H. Swan and the heavy winter 


losses found by Finlay Dun in the Laramie Valley. The 
summer drought, the scarcity of money, the short corn 
crop, overstocked markets, and the three weeks of rain 
in August caused the prices of cattle to fall lower than 

any time since 1878.“® 

But neither Finlay Dun’s paint nor the fantastic arith- 
metic of this report could save the shrinking assets or the 
drooping faith of the stockholders. A committee of five 
representing the shareholders and appointed at the meet- 
ing of December, 1 887,^“ made a report that the manage- 
ment “appears to have been of the most careless and 
reckless character” and that it was unfortunate that “our 
deputations” to the ranges failed to detect “deceptions 

practiced by the manager.” 

The deficiency in the herd from 1886 to 1887 was 


,000 or co,ooo 


former 


.000 


000 


Clay. My Life on the Range, 209, 210. . „ . / tl. 

l»# ‘Interim Report” dated December 7. iM 7 . in •f 

Sooam Land flf Cattle Company, Ltd., 1883-iipra. . . 

IW ‘Tleport by Committee of Shareholders Appomted ^ r^l^ornfanf 
cember 20, 1887,” in Jnnual Reports of The Soaan Land 9 CattU Compa f. 

Ltd,, iSSi-tgia. 
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to contain only 672. The committee, stating that it had 
no confidence in the present board, recommended the 
appointment of John Clay as manager of the Wyoming 
properties and provided that he should devote all his 
time to the task. It suggested also that an oflBcial be ap- 
pointed to have charge of the books and accounts so that 
the manager could give undivided attention to range 

matters. 

“If more attention had been paid to erecting shelter,” 
ran the report, “and providing a supply of hay for 
winter feed, instead of expending so much on extrava- 
gant purchases of land and cattle, the company would 
have been in a diflFerent financial position today. For this 
the board are much to blame.” 

John Clay, who assumed charge of the Swan Com- 
pany in February, 1888, became its firm and guiding 
spirit for eight years. Financial disorganization of the 
company was apparent; foremen were too numerous; 
an expensive office in Cheyenne was a severe drain ; and 
the bank account of the company, as well as its credit, 
was gone. “On the range,” he said, “it was much the 
same thing. After going over the different ranches care- 
fully, it seemed to be running full steam in spending 
money and eating grub. They had seven cooks with 
helpers at two places, nine men in all, at $40 a month. . . 
They had to have a general headquarters, a farming 
ditto, a cattle ditto, then one foreman did not care to 
live with another, and so on. Meantime the Swan Com- 
pany paid the bill.” 

On returning from Europe in August, 1887, he had 
first heard of the terrible slaughter of the preceding 
winter which had been even more destructive than those 


Clay, My Life on the Range, 214* 
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of 1871-1872 and 1879-1880. The repeated hurricane 
blizzards, the heavy falls of snow, and the blood-chilling 
rains had combined to kill off about one-third of all the 
northern range cattle. It is possible that the buffalo and 
other plains animals had suffered equally severe storms 
in the remote past. But unfettered by human mismanage- 
ment and equipped with more hardened constitutions 
they escaped the wholesale tragedies of the Swan Com- 
pany herds.^®* 

Over large areas of the Territory of Montana, the 
western Dakotas, and the Territory of Wyoming the 
winter losses ran as high as seventy-five, eighty, and 
even ninety per cent of all the cattle. It is doubtful 
whether the directors or the Scottish shareholders of the 
Swan Company saw or could even imagine the horrors 
of the northern ranges which “swarmed with bands of 
starving cattle, stiffly wandering from one temporary 
place of refuge to another, on legs that were partly 
frozen, and by the ice-coat of the snow stripped of hair 
to the knees, their ranks fast being thinned by the drop- 
ping out of those that could go no farther.” 

At Edinburgh in March, 1 888, the stockholders of The 
Western Ranches, Limited, also listened to the cold and 
mournful chronicle of the previous winter tragedy on 
the ranges."® Mr. John Clay estimated the herd in the 
previous December at 17,887. The winter losses he 
placed at 5,361, the loss of the bulls at 275 or 60 per 
cent, and the loss of 800 calves constituted 60 per cent 
of the crop. The directors placed the winter losses in 
a •‘ 7 uspen« account” of nearly £35,000. The ^2.500 

198 uem. 178 . 179; Prose and Poetrf of the Live Stock tndustr,. 

199 Prose and Poetry of the Live Stock Industry, 707 - 

^Annual ReforU of The Western Ranches, Umited. 
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shares were reduced from £5 fully paid up to £3^ fully 
paid up. 

The Swan Company as well as a score of other cattle 
companies had been spreading its cattle in reckless num- 
bers over the West and Northwest. Such overstocking 
even with the mildest of winters was found to prove 
murderous to herds. 

Its four formative years ended in disasters from which 
changes in range management and the transition from 
the open to the closed range were to emerge. Tempered 
and chastened by its misfortunes and mistakes the com- 
pany, unlike many others, survived. Its convalescence 
under John Clay’s new policies was slow because its 
ills had been great. ‘‘The cattle cyclone like an Alpine 
avalanche was no respecter of persons. It hit the just and 
the unjust. It was the protest of nature against the love 
of gain, against greed, mismanagement, and that happy- 
go-lucky sentiment which permeates frontier life. And 
yet what would the West have been without the trapper, 
the miner, and the cowpuncher, the pioneers of that 
wondrous country which pours wealth through its prod- 
ucts into an already overflowing reservoir?” 

The era of great cattle companies with their golden 
visions and wild extravagance ended with the heart- 
breaking disasters of 1885 and 1886, although ominous 
signs had appeared as early as 1884. Overstocking, fren- 
zied financing, mismanagement, the invasion of settlers 
and sheepmen, storms, declining markets, and the fall- 
ing oflp o f exports of cattle - these factors had combined 

Clay, Mf Life on the Range, Z07, 208. “For years [after 1886-1887] 
Swan Company considered itself a range company, dll gradually it was left 
alone, a solitary ship surronnded by rocks and quicksand in the form of 
small ranchmen, sheepmen and farmers.” Ibid., an. 
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to topple over the cattle companies grown huge in so 
short a time and on foundations of sand. 

'*Like other highly inflated booms, this one claimed 
as toll more than it had received for grinding, and there- 
fore the stockman of the range who was not either badly 
crippled or cleaned out entirely, financially, was the 
exception. . . The depreciation of values was appall- 
ing, and it came so swiftly that ruin was upon thousands 
of cattlemen before they realized what had happened. 
Many a stockman who, notwithstanding his indebted- 
ness Aat was running at perhaps two per cent a month, 
had considered himself wealthy in his herds that were 
feeding on the ‘free grass’ of the range he held under 
his transitory ‘rights,’ did not comprehend at first how 
the calamity could take from him even the half of his 

fortune.” 

Although millions of cattle were marketed in these 
boom years it is doubtful whether any cattle companies 
realized profits over this period. Unlike the great fur 
companies of earlier days, they could not move on to 
fresh fields. The era of free grass was gone. The exuber- 
ant spirit of the cattle boom of the early eighties had 
neither forerunner nor guide. Born of freedom, it had 
flourished for a few years on the frontier where nature 
and the march of events did not permit it to grow to 
seasoned maturity. But a history picturesque and tragic 
in its ending is one of its legacies to the West 


Pros€ amd a/ the Live Stock Indusirf, 673. 
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Economics and Finances of the 

Cattle Ranges 

Some alluring examples of financial success were 
furnished by several notable individuals or partnerships 
prior to the rise of the great cattle companies. In the 
early seventies ranges were not overstocked and a great 
stream of cattle grazed into the West from Texas. Prices 
were fair and instances of enormous profits contained 
no warning against blizzards and snow or of the ap- 
proach of the nesters and small ranchmen who, like a 
glacier, were to spread over the estates of the cattlemen. 

Freighters, travellers, army officers, and scientists saw 
ranches flourishing and increasing in numbers before 
1870. Conrad Kohrs, perhaps the mightiest cattleman 
of the Northwest, had begun his career as a butcher 
during the mining rush to Alder Gulch in the Territory 
of hdontana and by 1866 had laid the foundations of his 
great herds. From his Sun River Range in that territory 
large herds were driven to the Union Pacific station at 
Cheyenne until the opening up of the Northern Pacific 
Railway in 1883.^* 

R. C. Keith had begun cattle raising in Nebraska in 
1867 with five American cows which were increased by 
the purchase of about two hundred the next year. Each 
year the purchase of Texas cattle added to the herd. 
W ages of from $30 to $50 per month for the two herds- 

^ Dillon [Montana] Examiner, April 9, 1924. Tom Stout, editor, Afo»- 
t^a: its Story and Biography, vol. 1, 393, 394. 
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men, interest, the outlay for buildings and corrals, and 
the cost of cattle purchases made a total expenditure of 
$51,000 down to 1873. At the end of six years he esti- 
mated his cash profits at $12,000 besides a herd valued 
at over $109,000. Such striking figures were possible 
only during years of enormous demands for beef which 
had been produced where there was neither land, fences, 

or food to be paid for.®^ 

In a fine pasture about one hundred miles long and 
thirty miles wide in the Laramie Valley in the Territory 
of Wyoming there were grazing before 1870 the great 
herds of Thomas Alsop, Charles Hutton, and Edward 
Creighton, the pioneer banker of Omaha. An extensive 
system of corrals, houses, and stables had been built. 6ut 
their graded cows and beef herds numbering in all about 
9,000 had easily survived the winters in the shelter of the 
bluffs and hills. Many herds of contemporaries were 
browsing in the grassy valleys of numerous streams. 
Reynolds, John Hitson, and the Patterson brothers ran 
their herds containing about 8,000 cattle on the left bank 
of the South Platte. The latter owned ranches on the 
Arkansas river and in the Territory of New Memco. 
Before 1870 their transactions in cattle amounted to 

hundreds of thousands of dollars.*®® 

But in grand scale and profits in the early 
of the western cattle ranges the operations of John Wes- 
ley Iliff seem to lead all the rest This former stu ent 
of Delaware College in Ohio had migrated to Colorado 

where in 1859 he began his career in 
f on rteen years - until a few years before his death i 

A. Curl.,, io Adv<M„e.. 

F^V. Hayden, UJS. Geolofical Survey of Wyoming and Adjacent Ter 
rit^ries, 24 S- 257 - 


Halting Place on the Ninnescah river, Kansas 

From a contemporary sketch drawn in 1874. 
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1878 at the age of forty-eight — he was a dominating 
figure on the range. His stock grazed in valleys of the 
territories of Wyoming and Colorado and in Nebraska. 
At one time his 35,000 fed on his water fronts and 
meadows which extended for thirty miles along the 
north bank of the South Platte river. These thousands 
of acres he had acquired title to by buying out settlers — 
many of whom had been his cowboys or other employees 
who had homesteaded or preempted in order to sell him 
their holdings. 

His cows numbered from 6,000 to 7,000. Shorthorn 
bulls costing from $60 to $80 were bought in Iowa and 
Illinois. During the first summer they were pastured 
on reserved ranges and during the first winter were 
fed on hay in sheds in order to adjust them to the climate. 
In July of each year he would purchase from 10,000 
to 15,000 Texas steers going on two and three years. 
When bought at prices from $ii to $15 they weighed 
from 600 to 800 pounds and when sold these steers would 
weigh 1,000 pounds and bring from $38 to $50. 

About forty men were employed during the summer 
and about a dozen during the winter. Two hundred 
horses, all from Texas, were required for these cow- 


boys who, in addition to their board, received wages of 
from $25 to $30 per month. The cattle never tasted corn 
but in severe weather were given a little hay. Between 
the north and the south forks of the Platte river his 
cattle mingled with the herds of Carey Brothers, Swan 
Brothers, Sturgis and Lane, and Searight. These outfits 
worked on the same general lines but none were so care- 
ful in obtaining good sires. 

Mr. Iliff had a deep faith that the trans-Missouri 
region would defy all competition in the production of 
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horses, mutton, and beef. Employing a careful manager 
he carried on an extensive correspondence with bankers 
an d commission men in Omaha and Chicago. Great 
quantities of hides were shipped, beef herds were sold 
at Indian agencies, and his steaks and tongues were 
enjoyed at the mess tables of various western army posts. 
Unarmed he rode from one ranch to another. And, it 
was said, he could ride a week over his great pastures 
and each night sleep at a different ranch. Unquestionably 
his labors in the saddle many hours a day in all sorts 
of weather in the direction of his properties hastened 


his early death but they were also prime factors in his 
success.*®* 

Immense numbers of cattle were being sent in 1870 


from the Territory of Colorado to the territories to the 
west and the estimated number to the Territory of Mon- 
tana alone was 20,000. An observer at Cheyenne the next 


year pointed out the great demand and “enormous 
prices” for beef in these markets. The government alone 
was purchasing thousands of cattle for the Indian reser- 
vations and the army posts. “I should not want to begin 

with less than $6,000,” he advised a prospective ranch- 
«T* ^t;ii /.rtct- oe miirh tn take care of $6,000 or one 


,000 


aoT 


“The amount of money handled by bankers along the 
base of the mountains from Cheyenne to T rinidad [Colo- 
rado] is enormous,” wrote a western railroad surgeon 

306 Letter of Dr. H. Latham, June 5 . i»70, reprinted in idem, *53; 
Macdonald. Feed frem the Far West er 

eral James S. Brisbin, The Beef Benanta; er Hew te Get RieA «>» the Pla , 
78. 79. * 06 ; personal interview with William S. Iliff of Denver, Colorado, 

*** w’rette^ oMweph M. Carey, May a*. 187 *. « Carey Letter Seek (Chey- 


cone), vol. i, 65-70, 
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in 1870.®*® “I have no data from which to calculate the 
amount, but it cannot be less than $1,250,000. Every 
settler who comes into any of these mountain territories, 
every mine that is opened, every Indian who goes onto 
reserves and is fed, every soldier who is brought into 
the country, creates an additional demand for stock cat- 
tle and beef.” 

Increasing numbers of Texas trail herds spread out 
as well as filled in the cattlemen’s frontier of the seven- 
ties. “Two years ago,” wrote a surgeon of the Union 
Pacific Railroad in 1870, “our beef and cattle were 
shipped from the East. Today cattle buyers from Chi- 
cago and New York are at every station on our railroads, 
and buying cattle in all our valleys for eastern consump- 
tion. It is safe to predict that 15,000 head of beeves will 
be shipped from our valleys east the present season.” 
A former army officer in 1876 listed about seventy 
ranches in the Territory of Wyoming whose “horned 
cattle” over one year old numbered over 55,000.“® 

A writer in Harper* 5 Magazine in 1879 advised that 
the minimum capital for beginning cattle ranching in 
Colorado be $5,000. An investment of $126,000 would 
net a profit of $i 14,651 during the first three years. But 
this optimism was tempered by the admission that there 
were “chances and contingencies of possible disaster.” 
**The statement has been repeatedly made, and, to my 
kno wledge, never questioned,” wrote A. T. Babbitt, 

of Dr. H, Lstiism in the Gffiaho. otI^L McTulil, June 5, 1870, aa 

reprinted in Hayden, U*S, Geological Surrey of ff^yoming and Adjacent Ter- 
ritories, 256. 

^Idem, 250-255- J- H. Triggs, History of Cheyenne and Northern Wyo- 
53 . 55 - 

210 a. a. Hayes, "The Cattle Ranches of Colorado,” 

Monthly Mayaxine (1879), vol. ux, 877-895. 
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the general manager of the Standard Cattle Company 
in 1884, “that the history of this business records no 
cases of failure where reasonable care has been bestowed, 
together with the employment of capital adequately 
proportioned to the volume of business carried on.” 

The gospel of Babbitt in 1884 became the book of 


lamentations in 1 886 and 1887* 

An offer of the J. M. Carey cattle ranch in the Ter- 
ritory of ^Wyoming in June, 1882, for $^2SfOOO affords 
a valuation of the property of a successful cattleman. 
The 20,000 cattle running on the Casper Range, another 
herd of 2,000 on Horse Creek and bearing the CY brand, 
and the branded and unbranded calves of these herds 


were listed. About 200 saddle horses, ranch implements. 


600 


rights, and good will were included in the offer. One 


000 


two 


with interest at ten per cent. Or, in lieu of this the vendor 

* 4 M _ _ . JL 


,000 


$600,000 cap 
It augmented 


.000 


21s 


In March, 1884, the inventory of Carey and Brother 
showed 32,287 cattle and 436 horses. The expected ca 
brand was 7,500 “which can be sold as fast as they are 
dropped at $20 a head.” In two years, it was exPfCted’ 
the annual calf brand would be 12,000 and the dividend 

aiiCo^y of article by A. T. Babbitt on The “callfoS^ 

Sapply,” dated March lo. i«*4, and found in the Bancroft Library, 


^ - Utt^ : to P. E. Frederich at Chey^- 

188a. and to Kent and Arnold at Cheyenne dated November lo^ 188a. m Ca y 

Letter Boei, vol. n, 259-261, soo-soi- 
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return from twelve to sixteen per cent. “We will take 
for the herd, horses, ranches, equipments & good will 


’5 213 

1 , 200 , 000 . 

The sale of a fine group of ranches in western Ne- 
braska in 1883 was the beginning of the Nebraska Land 
and Cattle Company, Limited, a British corporation. 
For some years two Irishmen, John F. and Mark M. 
Coad, had been acquiring land and cattle as well as 
enjoying good profits near Scotts Bluffs and on Pump- 
kin Creek. Mark was the active overseer on the range 
and among the stock, but his brother, remaining in 
Cheyenne, devoted his talents to the cash books and 
ledgers of the partnership. The contract of sale drafted 
by himself is a credit to his business acumen.*^* The 
document is a type of the agreements by which scores 
of ranch holdings became converted into the assets of 
cattle corporations. 

The Nebraska Land and Cattle Company agreed to 
pay for the properties the sum of $912,852.82 of which 
three installments of $200, coo each were to be paid 
within three months after the date of the contract. The 
balance was to be secured to Coad Brothers by a mort- 
gage to bear six per cent interest and to mature on De- 
cember I, 1887. Proceeds from the sales of cattle and 
moneys received (but not paid on the installments) from 
the sales of capital stock or debentures of the cattle 
company were to be applied towards the liquidation of 
the mortgage. 

Ten pastures were listed in the inventory of which 
Coad Brothers held title to 527 acres, titles to other land 


Carey to Alexander B. Davis, March 14, 1884, in Carey Letter 
Book, voL in, 273* 

contract dated March 30, 1883, is in possession of John F. Coad'i 
son. Attorney Ralph C. Coad, of Omaha, 
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were in process of being obtained, and to four enclosed 
pastures aggregating about nine townships they held 
only a possessory title. To this total of about 56,000 acres 
was listed “a large open and unenclosed ranche with 
almost unlimited boundaries and located on and south 
of Pumpkin Creek.” 

The cattle transferred numbered 21,829 shown 
by the records of the same.” The balance of the personal 
property — 180 saddle horses, wagons, work horses, sad- 
dles, machinery, 1,000 tons of hay, cooking stoves and 
camp kits, and an assortment of blacksmith and car- 
penter tools - indicates the general type of equipment 
for ranches in the first years of the eighties. 

During the life of the mortgage John F. Coad was to 
be the “general manager” of the “ranche” at a salary 
of $5,000 a year. The contract vested him with full power 
in the management and control of the property except 
that he was not permitted to sell in any one year more 
than $225,000 worth of cattle. At every stage the con- 
tract amply protected the interests of Coad Brothers in 
a transaction, which, if made three years later, would 
likely not have amounted to more than $300,000. 

The pioneer cattlemen labored in the golden and 
profitable age of ranching - an age which knew little 
of Texas fever, illegal fencing, overcrowded pastures, 
and such destructive storms as later marked the eighties. 
It was a period of individual or joint ownerships and 
partnerships. Astonished at the great profits, ford^ 
and American travellers made impressive reports. The 
terms “enormous profits,” “pastoral marvels,” “cattle 
kings,” “cattle barons,” and the “beef bonanza” create 
optimistic legends - legends which, during the tragedies 


ECONOMICS AND FINANCES OF THE RANGES 163 

of the range, had a greater power of survival than had 

the cattlemen and their herds. 

With the shrinking of the areas of virgin pastures 
more land and more capital were required. Capitalists, 
investors, managers, book counts, stockholders, boards 
of directors, dividends, loans, shares, debentures, and 
cattle corporations - such became the language of the 
range cattle business. With most of these terms Iliff and 
many other pioneer cattlemen were not familiar. The 
words indicate the transition from the old order — the 
change from individual ownership and management to 
the advent of big business on the plains. It is safe to say 
that during the seventies Iliff spent more hours in the 
saddle at round-ups and brandings than many officials of 
cattle companies in the eighties spent at the Cheyenne 


Club. 

Not many records remain of the numerous cattle 
companies incorporated in every territory and state of 
the cow country. Their ledgers, tally books, contracts, 
and cash books too often disappeared during the bad 
management and the disasters on the plains as did also 
their shares and dividends. Not many managers or offi- 
cials in cattle corporations preserved documents and 
records for those years when they and thousands of in- 
vestors reaped little except financial losses. 

Methods in finances and illustrations in management 
have, however, been preserved in the history of the 
Union Cattle Company incorporated in 1883 in the 
Territoryof Wyoming with a capital stock of $3,ocx3,ooo 
in 30,000 shares.*^** Two directors — William C. Lane 


^^Corporation tLecord- (in office of county clerk, I.araniie county, IVyo.), 
vol. m, S3, 54- 
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and Thomas Sturgis - were from Cheyenne but the di- 
rectors contributing most of the capital were Boston 
men. Like so many other companies its beginnings were 
years of hope and optimism. But in October, 1886, the 
directors voted to issue 1,400 bonds of the denomination 
of $1000. By the terms of the indenture made with the 
International Trust Company of Boston the debentures 
were payable in ten years, bore seven per cent interest, 
and were to be retired by an annual sinking fund. 

Storms and winter losses came during the next season 
and by January, 1888, the company claimed to be in- 
solvent. A petition of that month to the district court 
of Laramie county signed by the leading stockholders 
and creditors asked for the appointment of a receiver. 
The petition recited the heavy winter losses of cattle, 
the fall in prices, the lack of confidence in business, and 
the inability of the company to raise money. The court 
was asked to appoint a receiver who should protect the 
creditors, carry on the business, and wind up its affairs. 
Accordingly, Judge Jacob B. Blair on January 17, 1888, 
appointed Gorham B. Goodall and Frederick P. Vor- 
hees as receivers with respective salaries of $5,000 and 


000 


The five year receivership of this company exhibits 
the economics and finances of an extensive ranching 
property during the years when the old range system was 
passing. The receivers’ papers contain a mass of reports, 
inventories, accounts, certificates, vouchers, and a great 
variety of claims. In motions, petitions, affidavits, orders, 
and various other legal documents are also recorded the 
varied interests and the obligations of the Union Cattle 

Company.^" 

21* The detailed history of the receivership is in the oOfx oi *' '***^ 
the court. Laramie county, Wyoming, doc. 4, no. 43 <- The title of the • 
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Properties in twenty-seven different localities in Ne- 
braska and in the territories of Dakota and Wyoming 
appeared in the receivers’ inventory, besides houses, 
barns, machinery, tools, grain, provisions, corrals, fenc- 
ing, harness, and other equipment. Various herds of 
cattle numbering in all 18,994 were valued at $430,653 ; 
the 540 “cow horses,” the 42 work horses, and the 47 
mules were priced at about $36,000; a miscellaneous 
assortment of hay and posts was put at $5,700; and the 
stock held and owned by the company in the Goshen 
Hole Irrigation Company, the owner of 31,173 acres 
of land, was placed at $575,000. The balance obtained 
by deducting all liabilities from the assets of $1,533,000 
was $180,000. The expense of carrying on the business 
for the year was estimated at nearly $34,000. This in- 
cluded taxes, provisions, office expense in Cheyenne, the 
cost of the labor, feed, machinery and repairs for an 
irrigation outfit, and the wages for handling cattle on 
the various ranges. 

But meanwhile some of the debentures issued in 1886 
had become due and were unpaid. By the trust agree- 
ment the company was prohibited from raising funds 
by placing any lien or mortgage on the property. The 
marketable steers had been sold before the receivership 
but the younger steers were not yet ready for the market. 
From time to time the court permitted the receivers, 
therefore, to issue receivers’ certificates. These bore in- 
terest at seven and nine per cent and were sold in series 
by Lee, Higginson, and Company of Boston. 

Numerous reports by the receivers for the first two 
years show continued expenditures, littl6 income, but 


was, Jared Whitman, Alexander A^^assiz, Quincy A* Shaw, £dward Page, 
Henry L. Hig^iison, Thos. Sturgis, Jr., F* IC Sturgis, Isaac Hinckley, William 


White, Ephraim Whii 


an, plaintiffs Union Cattle Company, def. 
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Steady progress on the various ranches. Two capable 
foremen at an annual salary of $1,500 each were em- 
ployed. On the Fox Creek Ranch Foreman W. H. 
Ashby’s vouchers for 1888 showed an expenditure for 
the first three months of $1,384 for the work of 14 cow- 
boys. In July wages for 25 cowboys amounted to $801.15. 
In August 30 cowboys received $1,004 September 

28 were paid $892. On the Beaver Creek Ranch, the 
foreman, E. F. Hall, employed in April, 1888, ii cow- 
boys whose wages were $419.50. This number rose dur- 
ing the summer up to 33 in September and the wages 
to $1,025. In October 31 men were employed on the 
Cheyenne River Range for $1,044, in December 
this number was reduced to 6 who were paid $310. The 

^ « mm 


highest wages went to the cowboys who were employed 
most of the year, but the temporary help 
cowboys 


the floating 

rarely received more than $50 per month. 


But many oAer expenditures appear in the fore- 
men’s vouchers. Round-up expenses, transportation, 
seed, taxes, tools, repairs, advertising rewards for cattle 
thieves, recording deeds, and salaries made up some of 

the disbursements. In one month the provisions for the 

niiffit rost ^7-2 1 and in two 


^344 


River 


voucher for $.25 was for “expenses on branding iron.” 

Outside of the receipts from the sale of receivers 
certificates only rather small sums were added to the 
working capital. The sales of fencing, hay and hides, 
rents from various properties, and the occasional sale of 
old cows and bulls, strays, and ponies helped the Union 
Cattle Company during the lean years of the receiver- 
ship. 
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However, balances were increasing as were the calf 
brands. Receivers’ certificates were being paid. In 
March, 1890, the inventory showed nearly 3 1 ,ocx) cattle. 
Of these the sale of 6,792 that season brought in $i 19,544. 
In 1891 the 9,624 cattle marketed sold at $151,691. 
In October the receivers announced their belief that 
$ 1 68,000 could be distributed in dividends. Accordingly, 
in November, the court ordered the distribution of a 
dividend in that amount to the creditors of the defendant, 

the Union Cattle Company. 

Meanwhile the resignation of Goodall had left Vor- 
hees as the receiver in charge. Encouraged by a success- 
ful year and good sales he urged the court to order a 
second dividend. Judge Richard H. Scott, therefore, on 
December 9, 1892, ordered that $153,927.53 be dis- 
tributed as the final dividend. The 5,750 shares of the 
Goshen Hole Irrigation Company were prorated among 
the creditors — one receiving nearly 1,400 shares and 
another as low as .30 of a share. Certain creditors peti- 
tioned to be permitted to participate in dividends on the 
bonds issued during the receivership and held by them 
as collateral security for the bonds of the company. 
This motion was, however, denied by Judge Scott as 
well as by the supreme court of the territory.®” By an- 
other order of January 24, 1893, the receivership was 
terminated and the receiver and his bondsmen dis- 
charged. 

A study of the thirty-five creditors reveals but little 
financing with western money and is further evidence 
of the dependence of cattle companies upon money from 
the East. “In the early eighties,” wrote a banker of long 
experience on the cattle ranges, “the banks knew little 
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about this range business. There was a glamour about it. 
Once a year the cattle owner deposited a big wad of 
money. He generally paid his debts and had a balance 
left. That was the old style, but as the business extended, 
as men saw opportunity, great properties were accumu- 
lated and the advent of the Easterners and British led 
on to great inflation in prices of ranch property.” 

Among the creditors of the Union Cattle Company 
were two banks and three trust companies of New Eng- 
land. Representative Henry Cabot Lodge, more con- 
versant with bay state politics than with range financing, 
had loaned $15,000 to the company in 1887 which was 
paid with interest in the first dividend. In the second 
distribution his dividend was $1,791 and 66 shares in 
the Goshen Hole Irrigation Company. Jared and Eph- 
raim Whitman were other creditors from Boston. Gor- 
ham B. Goodall and his ranch foreman, W. H. Ashby, 
were western men and smaller lenders to the company. 
A note for $50,000 dated 1887 was held by eastern men, 
H. H. and Joseph S. Fay. Over $60,000 was owed to 
Lee, Higginson, and Company of Boston. 

Another creditor, Henry L. Higginson, was from Bos- 
ton as was Quincy A. Shaw who held open cash accounts, 
bonds, and notes to the extent of over $368,000. To their 
brother-in-law, Alexander Agassiz, the great scientist 
of Harvard University, the company was indebted for 
cash advanced from bonds, on which the two dividends 
entitled him to over $52,000. But the wealth he and 
Shaw had already extracted from the Michigan copper 
mines was vastly more, and, any losses suffered by Alex- 
ander Agassiz in the Union Cattle Company, did not 
curtail his gifts of a million dollars to his university. 

But the dividends distributed were not enough to 
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repay the loss of shares and unpaid dividends on them. 
The receivership had undoubtedly secured for the 
Union Cattle Company a more careful and responsible 
management. But like scores of other cattle corporations 
it could not survive the storm and the changing methods 
on a disappearing cattlemen’s frontier. 
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Upon the vast plains of the trans>Mississippi West 
took place the great struggles for the last of the free 
lands in the decade beginning with 1 880. The disappear- 
ance of Indian dangers, the completion of transconti- 
nental railways, a lavish land policy, and the spreading 
immigration of land seekers severely strained the federal 
government in its administration of the public domain. 
The inclosure of government lands by vested interests 
was only one of the illegal and fraudulent methods of 
appropriating lands during this restless decade. The 
public domain was sinned against by both opposing 
groups — the great cattle companies or ranchmen and 
the small ranchmen and farmers. And federal officials 
and agents denounced about equally the illegal fencing 
of the cattlemen and the speculation, fraud, and illegal 

entries which flourished during the invasion of the 
settler armies. 


Alert to the evils of illegal inclosures and not deaf to 
the protests against them. Commissioner N. C. McFar- 
land of the general land office in 1882 announced that 
the illegal fences had become matters of “serious com- 
plaint.” An increasing volume of letters from settlers and 
the reports by officers and agents of his office showed 
the great extent of the inclosed areas and the promise of 
“future serious trouble.” Laws in some states, in levying 
a tax on inclosures, had tended to give local “possessory 
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rights” to the fencers but not any right of entry to the 
great acres hemmed in by barbed-wire fences.^® 

The commissioner, however, hesitated to recommend 
the removal of the fences. By an old law of 1807 the 
president could direct the marshal of the district to take 
down the fences. But the tearing dovm of hundreds of 
miles of wire could not be done with orders, or sub- 
poenas, or stern proclamations. Three decisions of the 
supreme court a few years before had had the effect 
of turning over large tracts of land to those who might 
want them and of giving the right of holding them 
against the United States or persons claiming under the 
government. And, if the land were in the possession of 
another who had made improvements the right of pre- 
emption could not again be exercised upon this area. 
Settlers, however, could not understand the refinements 
of court decisions and, while McFarland was pondering 
and debating, they continued to gaze through the 
barbed-wire fences and their protesting letters accumu- 
lated in his office. 

A long letter from Bent county, Colorado, early in 
1882,“^ described how most of the assumed rights to 
lands were obtained. A cattleman employing a large 
number of cowboys instructed them to put a few boards 
on a quarter section and then file upon it. After the re- 
quired time had elapsed they would swear to a resi- 
dence and to full conformity to the law. These fraudu- 

aig jinnvaf Repart of the Commissioner of the General Land Office for J 88 e, 


13. * 4 - 

US. Statutes at Large, vol. n, 445 - 

Atherton vs. Fowler, 6 Otto 513 ; Houner vs. Wallace, 7 Otto 575; Tren- 

moudi vs. San Francisco, 10 Otto 251. « 

221 Francis E- Boyd, dated February la, 1882, in U.S. Senate Exeenttve 

Documents, 48th congress, first session, no. 127, ▼©!. 
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lent patents were then deeded directly or through a third 
party to the employer. Not one in fifty complied with 
the spirit and intent of the law. Fictitious names were 
used and, continued this letter, “cases can be proved 
where parties so employed to swear to fraudulent resi- 
dence, improvements, etc., who received and deeded 
over their lands, that have openly stated ‘not only did 
they not know where their claims were,’ but that ‘they 
had never even seen them.’ ” 

Wholesale purchases of such patents were then fenced 
in. One party began to inclose a tract of land forty miles 
long. Travel was diverted from a public road and the 
fence was persistently cut but repeatedly repaired. The 
owner of the fence even threatened to “turn the travel 
even if it takes $10,000 to do it.” The prevailing feeling, 
complained the letter, was that it would be a waste of 

time and money to apply to the land office at Pueblo 
for redress. 

Commissioner McFarland in 1883 again reviewed the 
growing evils of the illegal inclosure of huge pastures. 
His circular in April reminded the cattlemen that they 
were not allowed to fence in public lands and thus with- 
draw them from the settlement laws. The interior de- 
partment, he pointed out, would not object to the destruc- 
tion of these fences by bona fide settlers who might be 
prevented by barriers, threats, or force from lawfully 
accjuiring lands. The notice was widely distributed by 

land officials and by special agents over the grazine 
districts.“^ 

“Some morning,” grimly warned the Wyoming Senti- 
nel, w e will wake up to find that a corporation has run 

Annual Report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office for 
30, 31. 
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a wire fence about the boundary lines of Wyoming, and 
all within the same have been notified to move.” John 
Willits and Sons of Kingman county, Kansas, informed 
McFarland that they had been pioneering with a few 
milch cows in the Chicaskia river where they hoped to 
work into ranching. But all government land, they pro- 
tested, “is likely to be taken from us by a company 
fencing the whole thing, which we don’t like, you may 

bet.” 

J ohn Fleming’s sheep ranch near the American F alls 
in the Territory of Idaho was close to that of a cattle- 
man who claimed a range fifteen miles sQuare. There 
men rode the range armed with rifies which they threat- 
ened to use if the sheepmen entered what the cattleman 
called his range. “A few days ago while driving on along 
the public highway I met in congress with five cowboys, 
and before the chaplain had time to offer prayer, the 
speaker commenced pounding me over the head with a 
large six-shooter, exclaiming at the same time. Move 
from my range today or I’ll see that you do it tomorrow, 

at the same time pointing his revolver at me. 

A few rich cattlemen, reported another settler at 
Huerfano, Colorado, had fenced in with barbed wire 
nearly all the government land. Their cattle grazed 
outside the inclosures until the grass was short and were 


then driven into the 




onstrous pastures.” The settlers 


gave up or sold out, their stock starved, and the settlers 
left their homes. Lands were preempted without houses, 
fences, cultivation, or any other improvements. From 

m»U.sT Senmte Exeevtive DoeumenU. 4*A ^ 

Tol. VI, 13, IS, confining letters of Posey S. ' * ’ 

J«.u.ry 4. «W 3 . .nd of John Lmr. 

for letter of John Flenung to the seer ry 

dated January t, iStl* 
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Fort Lupton in the same state another farmer wrote 
that the sheepmen were hemmed in by great fences, and 
while the cattlemen took the “cream’* the sheep had to 
be driven back to the bleak hills for their food. The 
sheep interests of the state were suffering likewise by 
the inclosing of large bodies of land along the water 
courses.®* 

On the Musselshell Range in the Territory of Mon- 
tana twenty cattle firms in 1 883 declared the range al- 
ready overstocked. “Therefore we positively decline 
allowing any outside parties or any parties locating 
herds upon this range the use of our corrals, nor will 
they be permitted to join us in any round-up from and 
after this date.” ®* 

A government mail carrier reported that in the Loup 
River Valley of Custer county, Nebraska, were large 
cattle ranges inclosing hundreds of acres of government 
lands with barbed wire and disregarding section or even 
township lines. “I must drive through such gates as they 
choose to put, in order to get to the post office ; having 
often to leave unruly horses to open an[d] shut their 
so-called gates in all sorts of weather.” 

From Plattsmouth, Nebraska, Deputy-surveyor 
George W. Fairfield in 1883 charged that the whole 
country included in his contract was “run by and oc- 
cupy by capitalists.” *** Desirable lands and water 

* 9 i letter* of B. A. Arnold dated February 17, 18S3, and 

N. Weare dated March 31, 1883, to the secretary of the interior. 

aa, 

dated April a3, 1883, submitted by Postmaster-general Walter 
I. Gresham to Secreuiy of the Interior Henry M. Teller, and found in the 
of the commissioner of the general land office, Washington, D.C. 

Letter to Sunreyor-general D. V. Stephenson, dated November a<, 1883, 

in U.S. House Exeemtive DocmmtmU. 48th congress, first session, no. iio. vol. 
p»rt ii, j. 
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courses were inclosed by wire fences. Settlers were 
“frozen out” and the cattlemen refused to employ any 
settlers or claimants to lands. Notices were posted fre- 
quently bearing vile, canine names and warning anyone 
opening the fence to “look out for his scalp.” Fairfield 
also reported the wholesale destruction of timber, and 
thousands of logs were cut and hauled for the building 
of fences, corrals, branding chutes, and houses in Ne- 
braska and the Territory of Wyoming. 

Heavily armed with such complaints and information 
special agents of the general land office now visited the 
great inclosed pastures of the plains. Travelling over 
great spaces and everywhere meeting the hostility of the 
fencers of the public lands these agents, nevertheless, 
assembled data and descriptions for the great grazing 
areas. Colorado and Nebraska were the regions espe- 
cially examined in 1883, doubtless in response to the 
unusually large number of complaints from those areas. 

Special-agent F. D. Hobbs made a detailed report 
on the Brighton Ranch in Keith county, Nebraska. For 
two and three-quarter hours his horses travelled at a 
steady trot after entering a gate and before arriving at 
the other line of the inclosure. Virgil Allyn, the mana- 
ger, stated that the Brighton Ranch Company controlled 
fifty entries or y,ooo acres. The fencing extended for 
eleven miles one way and from twelve to fifteen the 
other. The entire area, reported the agent, comprised 

125,000 acres and “they are still fencing.” 

Manager Allyn had sworn before a special agent in 
May, 1883, that the lands inclosed were unproductive 
and “valueless for agricultural purposes and only fit 

229 Letters to Cotnniissioner N. C. McFarland dated June 29, July 7 i 
October 23, 1883, and printed in idfm^ no. 127, voL vi, 4-12. 
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for stock and cattle raising.” But Special-agent Hobbs 
contradicted this with a heavy package of affidavits and 
with his own statement that “he saw as fine crops in the 
South Loup Valley as in any other part of the state.” 
The ranch itself had harvested a fine crop of millet and 
one man in 1880 had cut, raked, and bunched four tons 
of hay on the government land. This hay had been sum- 
marily seized by the Brighton Ranch Company. Eber 
Barber, another farmer, after cutting two tons of hay 
in the pasture attempted to haul it out but “Virgil Allen 
and his brother William ordered him to turn the teams 
back, and with club and pistol they drove him back, and 
Allen afterwards caused the hay to be hauled ofiF for 
his own use.” 

Allyn had insisted that his inclosures were not to keep 
settlers out. But why, asked the agent, has he inclosed 
125,000 acres for 6,000 head of stock when 24,000 acres 
are considered ample for grazing that number? Two 
settlers with a few hundred head of stock had home- 
steaded some lands with a view to securing a grazing 
outlet to the hills. Allyn caused one of his cowboys to 
make a homestead along the line of the bluffs and then 
built a fence which completely shut out the two farmers. 

Fraudulent entries aggregating 3,200 acres inclosed 
by Allyn were revealed by the minute inspections of the 
agent. Names were lacking, one entryman was a boy, 
others did not comply with the law, and other applica- 
tions contained the names of persons who had never 
made homestead entries. Each of these entries was di- 
rectly traceable to Allyn, “fraudulent at their inception 
or one held without compliance of the law, and are 
consequently proper subjects for cancellation.” 

But names of other big fenced pastures appear in 
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Hobbs’s reports. Great bales of wire were being hauled 
to the Kennebeck Ranch near the Brighton Ranch and 
“two gangs of men” w’ere preparing to inclose 20,000 
acres. The fenced ranch of M. C. Keith of North Platte 
in Ne’oraska embraced 12,000 acres: the inclosure ran 
along the Union Pacific Railway line and a public road 
had “generously” been left between the railway and the 
fence. Another firm west of Custer county owned twenty 
miles of fence and still farther west Coe, Carter, and 
Company, it was reported, had put in fifty miles of fence. 
The Rankin Live Stock Company west or north of 
Custer county had purchased $5,000 worth of fencing 
material. One Charles O’Rourke had made a homestead 


in the pasture of 3,500 acres inclosed by Ira Nichols and 
located in Lincoln county, but “being a man of some 


pluck and intelligence, he proposed to stay in spite of 
threats.” In a sale of ranch property by Coad Brothers 
in western Nebraska in 1883 the inventory listed four 
inclosed pastures of which one, the main pasture, con~ 
tained about 143,000 acres “to which Coad Brothers 
have no title except a possessory title or right thereto.” 

Diagrams, descriptions, denunciations — all are con- 
tained in the reports of special agents to examine illegal 
fences in Colorado. John White was closing up both 
ends of Mancos Canyon to prevent both egress or ingress 
of settlers. The Carlisle Cattle Company, it was re- 
ported, w^as inclosing large ranges in the western part of 
the state. C. W. Sanborn reported that stockmen were 
fencing in private individuals who did not have Ae 
means to stock their inclosed lands and even leasing 

230 Contract of sale between Coad Brothers and the Nebraska Land and 
Cattle Company, dated March 30, 1883. In possession of Attorney Ralp 

C, Coad of Omaha. 
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their illegally fenced estate to reap profits. Forty-three 
firms were named whose inclosures ranged from a mini- 
mum of 2,000 acres to areas of 1,000,000 acres. One-half 
of the stockmen, he estimated, wanted the ranges thus 
fenced thrown open. “Some fenced to protect them- 
selves, but are willing and anxious to take their fences 
down.” 

The vast fences of the Arkansas Valley Land and 
Cattle Company, Limited, were described in the reports 
of Edwin S. Bruce.*®* The predecessor of this company 
had been A. S. Holly & Company, which since 1880 
had been inclosing thousands of acres in Bent county, 
Colorado, along the Arkansas river. By a regular system 
of fraudulent or incomplete preemptions of quarter sec- 
tions many thousands of acres had been embraced in their 
inclosures. All the lands and holdings were sold to the 
Arkansas Valley Land and Cattle Company on Septem- 
ber 15, 1882. The post and wire fences were then ex- 
tended until the company held 600,000 acres or thirty 
townships of the public domain, on the north side of the 
Arkansas river. With a board of directors of aggressive 
Englishmen the company established its headquarters 
^t Holly’s Station. It divided its pastures for winter 
and for summer grazing for its 30,000 cattle. But the 
stock of small farmers and ranchmen could only gaze 
wistfully through the barbed inclosures upon the grassy 
estates of this corporation. 


James L. McDowell, August 4, 1883, Jesse L. Pritchard, August, 1883, 

C. W. Sanborn, September 29, 1883, to Commissioner N. C. McFarland in 

U.S. House Executive Documents, 48tfa congress, first session, no. 127, vol. 
VI, 27, 29, 38. 

*** William T. Holt, August lo^ 1883, and Edwin S. Bruce, July 23, No- 
vember I, 1883, and January a, 1884, to Commissioner N, C. McFarland in 
idem, 38-41. 
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A settler with ten years of experience in stock raising 
wrote from Denver to supplement the reports from the 
special agents.^®’ He pointed out that but three courses 
were open : to permit the stockmen to fence their own 
ranges, to have the “monster fences” removed, or to get 
out of the stock business. “The worst of the trouble,” 
he explained, “comes not so much from the curtailment 
of the public range and its unfair monopoly for benefit 
of a few persons (often foreign corporations) as from 
the heavy losses entailed on stock outside these fences 
during the winter months by reason of all the water, for 
miles, being fenced up, and because the long lines of 
fencing of ten to forty miles at a stretch, prevent the 
cattle from seeking water elsewhere, and also from 
moving on in case of a storm to seek their accustomed 
shelter. Hundreds of cattle thus perish miserably every 
winter from thirst and famine, and exposure to storms 
and cold ‘northers’ (against which they will not turn 

back) wholly because of this illegal fencing.” 

By June, 1884, thirty-two cases of illegal fencing 
involving 454'3 ^j 9^® acres had been examined — more 
than double the combined areas of Delaware and Rhode 
Island. Secretary Teller stated that the office force for 
this work was inadequate i accurate surveys were neces- 
sary to examine the “immense tracts, many of which 
contained several thousand acres; additional money was 
also required to carry on the inspections because a single 
as^ent with necessary outfit, surveyors, chainmen, flag- 
man and teams required an outlay of $650. In the gen- 
eral land office division “p” the special service division 
was created. Its squadron of twenty-five special agents 

2S3 William T. Holt to Commissioner N, C. McFarland, dated August lO, 
1883, in idem, 33 i 34 - 
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was then detailed to scrutinize “that pursuit of lands 
[which] has become a headlong race, overturning the 
slight obstacles of the settlement laws, and trampling 
under foot the slighter attempts, heretofore devised, of 
administrative regulation.” 

More and more posts and barbed wire were put up 
in 1884 and the reports of special agents bore more 
proofs as well as more indignation.”® Near Garden City 
in Kansas ranchmen were employing men to file upon 
and to prove up claims which were then sold to the cattle- 
men. In other cases a bonus of $50 was payable to the 
settler upon transfer and assignment of the land to the 
cattlemen. In Las Animas county, Colorado, Mexicans 
preempted lands, claiming settlement five years back. 
In six weeks or two months final homestead proofs were 
made and the lands transferred to cattlemen who were 
then ready to inclose the areas. The cunning of such 
practice as well as its extent baffled the agents of the 
land offices. 

In Kansas, reported one agent, each herder was re- 
quired to make a timber culture entry along streams. 
All the watering-places in a township were then occu- 
pied and the other areas thus rendered undesirable for 
settlement. If bona fide settlers were already on the 

ground they were “bought oflF or scared off” and fences 
were then extended. 

“It seems to me,” ran an inspector’s report in describ- 
ing such wholesale frauds by settlers and cattlemen, 
“there s hould be some way to distinguish between a fire 

^Report of the Secretary of the Interior for /S84, vol. i, 17. Annual Re- 
port of the Commitsioner of the General Land Office for 188$, 79. 

Report of register and receiver at Garden City, Kansas, November jo, 
1884, and at Pueblo, Colorado, November 15, 1884, in Annual Report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office for i88§, 55-60. 
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guard of a few furrows placed around a quarter section 
and a cornfield - some way to determine whether a de- 
scription of a house ‘14x16’ referred to inches or feet 
square; whether the floor was bored or board, and 
whether the ‘shingle roof’ meant more than two shingles, 
one on each side.” 

The best lands, continued his indictments, are con- 
trolled by men who have no interest in the development 
of the country, evade taxation, and in many cases owe 
no allegiance to laws or government. They possess abun- 
dant physical power to enforce their schemes of spolia- 
tion and to defy local people and authorities. “Settlers 
avoid such localities as they would districts stricken 
with the plague, and the tide of immigration turns back 

to publish and magnify the evil.” 

Insistent demands from settlers and the recommenda- 
tions of the general land office could not stop the fencing 
of the public lands nor could the damaging evidence of 
the special agents prevent or even remove the barriers. 
But by the federal law of February 25, 1885, the con- 
struction and maintenance of inclosures on the public 
lands were forbidden. District attorneys were required 
to institute suits and cases involving fencing were to be 
given precedence on the court docket. Violators of the 
law were subject to imprisonment for not more than one 
year and a fine of $1000 for each offense. The president 
was empowered to employ civil or military force if 
necessary to remove or destroy such fences. Following 
this law the proclamation of the president on August 7 
ordered all unlawful inclosures to be removed and for- 

2 SS Inspector A. R. Greene to Commissioner N. C. McFarland, dated No- 
Tcmbcr 3, 1884, in idem, 


Western Farmer running the “Fire Guard*’ 

From a contemporary sketch drawn by Theodore R. Davis in 1868. 
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bade any threats or intimidation against actual settlers 
on the public lands.**’ 

An imposing array of names and figures on illegal 
inclosures was gathered by special agents and published 
in the annual reports of the interior department.*** Al- 
though by no means complete or accurate, the facts por- 
tray in prosaic form the great struggle of the ranchmen 
for the immense pasture lands of the West. Of the 193 
cases of illegal fencing brought to the attention of the 
general land office in 1885 about 130 were located in 12 
counties of Colorado. The Prairie Cattle Company was 
listed with i.ooo.ooo acres inclosed and the Arkaneac 


>any with 553,000 
,000.000 acres we 


U 


ported closed.” 


re- 


Prosecutions began not long after the passage of the 

law of 1885 against fencing. It was a laborious process 

to secure the locations and the descriptions for the miles 

and miles of fencing. Pages and pages described the 

fences in the bill of complaint against the Arkansas 

Valley Land and Cattle Company. The corporation 

made no defense against the bill and on June 10, 1885, 

Judge Moses B. Hallett of the circuit court of the United 

States for the district of Colorado, issued decrees for the 

abatement and removal of the fences from two of its 
pastures.*®* 

By four similar decrees on the same day Judge Hallett 
ordered the removal and abatement of the fences from 
four pa stures of the Prairie Cattle Company. Although 

**’ at Large, vol. xziii, 321-322, vol. zziv, 1024. 

Report of the Secretary of the Interior for 1885, 470-473. 

Records of the Circuit Court of the United States for the District of 
Colorado (Denver), cases t666, 1677. 
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the company did not defend in the action, the bill of com- 
plaint was burdened with long descriptions and maps 
and diagrams. The “Anderson Pasture” on Purgatory 
river was an inclosure of 23,500 acres ; the “East Pas- 
ture” on the “J J Ranch” 2,400 acres ; the “West Pas- 
ture” on the “J J Ranch” 1,200 acres; and the fourth in- 
closure was the “Portray Pasture” of 10,883 acres.*" If 
suits had been instituted for every case of inclosure the 

courts would have staggered under the burden of liti- 
gation. 


Another array of figures on illegal fencing came in 
1886.*" By October 375 cases had been brought to 
the notice of the general land ofilce which involved 
^j 4 ^o> 59 S acres. The agents secured the removal of fences 
in many cases and in 13 court decrees over 1,000,000 
acres were restored to the public domain. Nowhere were 
the agents and courts more active than in Colorado in 
the work of unfencing the great pastures. Only the lack 
of available agents had prevented the prosecution of 
the work in other areas. 

But a new device for holding or controlling the ranges 
appeared at once. This was the incorporation of irriga- 
tion or ditch companies which could divert streams from 
their natural beds and thus obtain the exclusive use of 
watersheds and water for the cattle. Two weeks after 
the enactment of the law against fencing, the Goshen 
Hole Irrigation Company, some of whose trustees were 
stockholders of the Union Cattle Company, was formed 
in the Territory of Wyoming. It was given power to 
divert water from Fox Creek, Box Elder Creek, Cherry 
Creek, Mountain Lion Creek, and other streams.*** 


Idem, cases i68a, 1683, 1684, 1685- 

Annual Report of the Commissioner of the General Land Ofice for 

r 886 , 97i 455-464- 

^^Corporation Record (Laramie county, Wyo.), voL xix, 3x1-318. 
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In May, 1886, a special agent reported that Pratt and 
Ferris by their articles of incorporation were appropri- 
ating all the water of Rawhide Creek, a stream about 
forty-five miles long in the Territory of Wyoming. By 
tapping the stream above their legitimate holdings a 
large area was rendered too arid for settlement purposes. 
The effect, explained the agent, was to prevent settle- 
ment and thereby insure an exclusive right to an im- 
mense grazing area. Similar practice was reported on 
the Crazy Woman and other creeks in the territory as 

well as on the Little Alissouri and Belle Fourche rivers 
in Dakota."® 


Seven million acres involving 465 illegal inclosures 
appear in the tables of the land office report for 1887 
of which over 200 were in Colorado. Secretary of the 
Interior Lamar reported the progress of suits and also 
removals completed or in process, with the hopeful 
comment, “It is apparent that this wholesale appropria- 
tion of the public domain is a thing of the past.” But 
more protests in 1888 and the industry of special agents 
caused the office to publish a list of 53 1 inclosures for 
7,224,070 acres of the public domain in 15 states and 
territories. By the next year, however, voluntary re- 
movals, suits, and the persuasion of special agents greatly 
reduced the number and extent of illegal fences. Only 

42 cases for the 4 1 8,000 acres inclosed remained on the 
docket of the general land office in 1 889.®“ 

Mr. John Clay nearly forty years later and after long 
experience in range finances deplored in his My Life 
on the R ange the policy of the government against fenc- 


Annual Report of the Commissioner of the General 

1886, 471, 472. 

Annual Report of the Commissioner of the General 
" 07 / 457 - 4 ^ 6 ; for 1888, 361-375; for 1889, 275-280. 


Land Office for 


Land Office for 
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ing semi-arid lands intended by nature for grazing. 
Settlers in the Sand Hills of Nebraska and on the gumbo 
lands north of Belle Fourche in South Dakota aban- 


doned or sold their lands which then reverted to grazing 
areas. The West, unable to make use of its vast regions 
of semi-arid lands, was like a giant, prostrate and unable 
to rise. “Where you allow a settler to take up 640 acres 
and he disturbs the grazing in 6,4cx>, where is the 


gain?” 

More emphatic had been the lament in 1884 of an 
old Texas cattle trail captain in recalling the open range 
of a decade earlier.®** “In those days there was no fencing 
along the trails to the North, and we had lots of range 
to graze on.” Fences and farmers had reduced the trail 
to a crooked path. Farms, inclosed pastures, and fenced- 
in water-holes were charged against farmers from Ohio, 
Indiana, and other states — invaders called by the poli- 
ticians “the bone and sinew of the country.” 

“D-n such bone and sinew I” concluded the old trail 

driver. ***l.'hey are the ruin of the country , and have 
everlastingly, eternally, now and forever, destroyed the 
best grazing-land in the world. The range country, sir, 
was never intended for raising farm-truck. It was in- 
tended for cattle and horses, and was the best stock- 
raising land on earth until they got to turning over Ae 
sod — im proving the country, as they call it. Lord forgive 
them for such improvements! It makes me sick to think 
of it I am sick enough to need two doctors, a druggery, 
and a mineral spring, when I think of onions and Irish 
potatoes growing where mustang ponies should e ex 
ercising, and where four-year-old steers should be get- 


LX.VUL 


2*6 Clay, Afy Life on the Range, chap, a ... 

246 Quoted in Prose and Poetry of the Live Stock Industry. 6i6 
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ting ripe for market Fences, sir, are the curse of the 
country!” 

In the settlement of the trans-Missouri West the in- 
dividual settler meant more than the corporation ; his 
plow was of greater promise than a cattleman’s fence; 
land office records contain more of constructive pioneer- 
ing than the books of corporations that fenced. The 
thousands of plain settler folk constituted a greater asset 
than the non-resident shareholders of cattle companies ; 
the great fences could never remain deeply fixed in the 
soil; only to citizens did the government give quarter 
sections but for years foreign corporations with alien 
shareholders inclosed and appropriated kingdoms. It 
was right and necessary that the era of free grass and 
fences should pass. “But,” wrote Theodore Roosevelt,**^ 
“the homesteaders, the permanent settlers, the men who 
took up each his own farm on which he lived and brought 
up his family, these represented from the national 
standpoint the most desirable of all possible users of, 
and dwellers on, the soil. Their advent meant the break- 
ing up of the great ranches ; and the change was a 
national gain although to some of us an individual loss.” 


Theodore Roosevelt, An Autobiography, 104. 
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A Decade on the Dakota Ranges 

Northerly migrations of cattle frontiers to Kansas, 
to the territories of Wyoming and Montana, and to 
Nebraska finally compelled the invasion of the Terri- 
tory of Dakota. But such migrations were hastened by 
the discoveries of gold in the Black Hills during the 
seventies which Colonel R. I. Dodge pointed out as a 
grazing country which “cannot be surpassed.” Gold- 
seekers, adventurers, freighters, bullwhackers, and stage 
drivers in crossing the southern plains of the territory 
saw its virgin grasses. Their reports of the ranges and 
the water as by-products of their stories of the gold 
mines helped to usher in the pioneer decade of the range 
cattle industry in the territory. 

The great territory between Mandan and Miles City 
and between the Missouri river and the Platte divide 
was one of the last provinces of the West to be invaded 
by the cowman during the eighties. Captain J. W. 
Powell’s report of his visit in 1875 had also praised the 
“thick growth of the finest wild grasses” in the Black 
Hills country of which only 600 square miles were 
destitute of ranges for stock. In the fall of the next year 
Brasmus Defifebach and his brother John drove cows 
costing $15 and steers costing $25 into the Black Hills. 
Sold for $100 to $125 each the animals provided the 
roasts and steaks for the swarms of miners and freighters 
of the gold areas. In 1877 or 1878 the brothers started 
one of the first ranches in the western part of the terri- 
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tory near the present city of Belle Fourche. Near Spear- 
fish a ranchman named Roads had been tending 175 
cattle against the heavy snowfall of March, 1878. In the 
following year Valentine and William Dickey started 
the first cattle herd on the Little Missouri river north of 
Belle Fourche.**® 

Editor Porter Warner of Black Hills Daily Times 
pointed out the abundant water and especially the bunch 
grass on which the herds had become “rolling fat.” “We 
are assured that they will need neither hay nor shelter, 
and that the percentage of loss from exposure will be 
far less than in Colorado and Wyoming. Large herds 
are on the way here and before another year passes Da- 
kota, or at least this portion of it, will be one of the great 

stock sections of the W^est.” *** 

For years various army posts and Indian agencies had 
been demanding beef. But the stampedes to the new 
El Dorado of miners, freighters, merchants, and adven- 
turers had opened up new markets. This trade inspired 

248 During 1921-1927 Lcwii F. Crawford, superintendent of the State His- 
torical Society of North Dakota, secured numerous interviews with former 
ranchmen and settlers on the Dakota frontier. These unpublished, manuscript 
iuterviews are herein referred to as Crawford, ^otes. Another source by 
Mr. Crawford is his unpublished article on The Coining of the Big CaHle 
Ouifitj, See Crawford, Notes on interviews with Erasmus Deffebach at Miles 
City, Montana, December 26, 1923, and G. E. Lemmon at Lemmon, South 
Dakota, January 7, 1927; Crawford, The Coming of the Big Cattle Outfits, 
the Black Hills Daily Times, April 9. ^878; and the Black Hills Pioneer^ June 

1, 1882. 

The writer is deeply indebted to his former student. Professor Harold E* 
Briggs of the University of Miami at Coral Gables, Florida, for permission 
to consult and to use his extensive notes gathered from the above source. 
Of special value and help in the construction of this paper has been his 
“Raoching and Stock Raising in the Territory of Dakota," in the South DakoU 
Hutorical ColUctions. XIV (1928). 4 * 7 ' 46 S, and his “The Development an 
Decline of Open Range Ranching in the Northwest,” in the Musuttpft ey 

Hittorical Rfvirv;, XI, 521-536. 

Black Hills Daily Times. December 1, i 879 - 
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editors to give extravagant praise to the various grasses 
and feeding grounds of the Dakota plains -a region 
still witnessing the retreat of the Indians and the dis- 
appearance of the buffalo. 

On the Box Elder Creek and on the Little Missouri 
river near Stoneville (now Alzada, Montana) Hughes 
and J. H. Simpson, owners of the Continental Cattle 
Company, were starting their “Hash Knife” ranch with 
cattle trailed up from Texas from which the majority of 
the cattle of the territory came. Later their “Mill Iron” 
brand was added. With J. W. Buster as manager, a fore- 
man, and a second foreman their ranches prospered and 
at one time contained from 35,000 to 40,000 cattle.“* 
Most of their young stock was bred in Texas and in the 
Territory of New Mexico and then driven north to be 
fattened on the Dakota ranges. 

Profits at this time (1880) seemed to warrant the 
strong optimism then abundant. One rancher with a 
purchase of 3,250 head of cattle costing $45,400 re- 
ported expenses and losses for three years at $8,950 but 
the profits from sales at the end of that time ran up to 
$25,800. About this time the “E6” ranch owned by Dorr 
Clark and Duncan C. Plumb and running from nine- 
teen to twenty thousand cattle was started on the south 
branch of the Grand river. The “Turkey Track” brand 
managed by Tony Day of the Creswell Cattle Company 
browsed on the Jones Creek range west of Hettinger.*®^ 

A severe test on stock raising came in the cold and 
prolonged winter of 1880- 1881. The stock passing 

Crawford, Notts on interview with G. £. Letninon of Lremmon, South 
Dakota, January 7, 1927. 

Black Hills Daily Times, February 14, 1880; Crawford, SoUt on in* 
terview with Erasmus Dcffebach of Miles City, Montana, December 2$, 
1923; Crawford, The Coming of the Biy Cattle Outfits, 
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through suffered the principal losses but cattle adjusted 
to the climate showed an endurance that gave renewed 
hope to the cattle interests. The year 1882 was a lean 
season in cattle migration to the Dakota plains although 
in that time the Northern Pacific Railw’ay shipped east- 
ward 1 ,392 cars of cattle loaded at points east of Miles 
City. 

“Five years ago,” reviewed a Deadwood editor, “the 
cattle interests of the West centered along the Union 
Pacific Railroad, with ranges extending north only 
as far as the North Platte river, and south far into New 
Mexico. . . From the Platte to the Yellowstone and 
from the confluence of the Belle Fourche and Cheyenne 
rivers to the Big Horn mountains is an excellent grazing 
district. Valleys rich with nutritious grasses, abundantly 
watered and so effectively sheltered that stock could 
easily subsist by grazing throughout the entire sea- 

253 

son. 

The Black Hills Live Stock Association fully organ- 
ized in 1880 advertised its brands in newspapers of 
Deadwood and Rapid City.^^ The herds of its members 
ranged on the Belle Fourche and Cheyenne rivers and 
on Elder, Box Elder, French, Spring, and Battle creeks. 
Secretary W. E. Smith offered a reward of $100 to any 
person for the detection and conviction of persons who 
should drive off or steal range cattle of any members 
of this association. 

An incomplete list of the holdings of the members 
in 1882 gives a picture of the Black Hills stock region. 

252 [Huron, S. Dak.] Tribune, December 28, 1882; Black Hills Pioneer, 
June 1, 1882. 

Black Hills Pioneer, June i, 1882* 

254 Black Hills Pioneer, June i, 1882; Black Hills Journal, November 13, 
1880. 
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The sixty members were listed with 264,000 cattle 
valued at $5,000,000. The “R M K” brand of ninety was 
owned by Rosenbaum and Mankin and located on Hay 
Creek. The 45,000 bearing the “SG” brand of Sturgis 
and Goodall ranged on the Cheyenne river. The “E6” 
brand owned by Dorr Clark and Duncan C. Plumb 
had trailed its first herd from Sioux City to Valentine, 
Nebraska, from which it had been moved to its range 
in the Grand River Valley.^® 

The immense pastures of Lake, Tomb, and Lemmon 
Cattle Company ran from the Cedar Creek on the north 
and south about fifty miles to Thunder Butte. Its lands 
leased from the government at from three to five cents 
an acre constituted a tract enclosed by about two hun- 
dred miles of fence. Its 30,0(X) cattle were herded by 
thirty cowboys in summer and by about fifteen in winter. 


The expenses of operation were about $2.50 per acre. 
At another ranch near Jordan in the Territory of Mon- 
tana the company had 12,000 cattle. Its breeding ranch 
north of El Paso in Texas contributed yearlings to be 
finished on these northern ranges.^* 

Henry Oelrichs of the Anglo-American Cattle Com- 
pany ranged about 30,000 cattle on Horse Head Creek 
in Fall River county. The “O X” brand of W. A. Towers 
and Gudgell was at the mouth of Beaver Creek on the 
Little Missouri near Marmouth. The Weare Live Stock 
Company, in which Marshall Field was interested was 
located on the Belle Fourche river and managed by 
Henry G. Weare of Spearfish. The ^‘Diamond C** brand 
ofE^. Messcrsmith near the Killdeer mountains on 


Black Hills Pioneer. June x, 1882; Crawford, Notes on interview with 
G« £« Licmnioo of XecmmoB, South Dflkotd, Jsmustfy 7, 1927* 


266 Crawford, Notes on interview with James H. Lemmon, Le 
Dakota, July la, 1921. 
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Magpie Creek was sold to the Crosby Cattle Company. 
Bartlett, Richards, and Comstock were the owners of the 
“Flying Crow” brand or “Running Water” outfit The 
“777” ranch of the Berry, Boice Cattle Company under 
the management of Henry Boice drove thousands of 
cattle up from Texas to the Little Missouri between 
Horse and Deer creeks.*” 

Clark and Plumb’s purchase of 1,800 cattle from the 
DeflPebach Brothers had been the beginning of the “E6” 
brand.*** Located on the Belle Fourche river six miles 
from the city of that name this property became the 
nucleus of the “V V V” brand of the Western Ranches, 
Limited. “We spent the next three or four days riding 
over the range,” described a visitor of 1882. “My mouth 
waters when I think of the feed in that region. The bot- 
tom lands of the Belle Fourche had grass three feet 
high, although it was November. It lay in great swaths 
amid the gigantic groves of cottonwoods, cured as well 
as the best hay in a stack. The divides were an ocean of 
surging grass, cropped only by a few cattle and a count- 
less number of antelope.” *** 

West of the Clark and Plumb herds were the two 
brands of ^Villiam and Valentine Dickey. “W^hat a 
wondrous country it was for grass 1” exclaimed a critical 
buyer on a visit in 1883* **Away from the bottom lands, 
up long sweeping valleys to broken bad lands and level 
divide, there was nothing but grass and more grass, the 
blue joint with ripening heads, good as corn for fatten- 


»» Crawford. Tkt Cominf of tht Big Cattle Outfits; Crawford, Notes on 
interview with G. E. Lemmon of Lemmon, South DakoU, Januaiy 7, 19*7. 
on interview with Auguat Beieigl of Lemmon, South Dakota. July 13, i9ai* 
Crawford, Notes on interview with G. E. Lemmon of Lemmon, Sou 


Dakota, January 7, 1907. 

Clay, My Life om the Ramye, 44. 45- 
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ing, and mossy stretches of buffalo grass curling closely 
to the ground and making unexcelled winter feed, and 
then to think in three years from this time this fair land 
should be as bare as Sahara I” ^ 

Four areas of the territory had now been invaded by 
the cattlemen - the Black Hills district, the Little Mis- 
souri region, the Souris (or Mouse) River Valley, and 
the ranges of the Upper Missouri. To these new pastures 
came ranchmen and cattle companies with stock im- 
ported from Texas, Missouri, Arkansas, Iowa, Ne- 
braska, Oregon, and from the Territory of Wyoming. 
Coming in by drives and by rail shipments the stock 
remained for a few years to be matured and then was 
moved to the packing centers at St. Paul, Kansas City, 
Omaha, and Chicago. Corporations, partnerships, and 
individuals representing shareholders and lenders from 
far-flung areas were to exploit the grazing areas of the 
territory. 

Dickinson, platted in 1882, became in the middle 
eighties the preeminent cow town and was to the terri- 
tory what Ogallala in Nebraska, Dodge City in Kansas, 
and Cheyenne in the Territory of Wyoming had been 
for several years. Dusty trails led to it from Texas and 
the Northern Pacific Railway brought to it lean stock 
from Iowa and Minnesota. These, after being fattened 
on the ranges, were driven back to Mingusville and 
Dickinson to be loaded on trains bound for the markets. 
To Dickinson came buyers and sellers to bargain over 
prices and ranchmen departed from it to seek virgin 
pasture s. Owners, range managers, foremen, and cow- 

^Idem, 91. 

Lewis F. Crawford^ “The Medora-Black Hills Stage LiDe/’ in ColUc- 

tiom of the State Historical Society of North Dakota, vii, 309-323 ; Dickinson 
Press, files for 1883 and 1884. 
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boys were visitors ; and here congregated bullwhackers, 
stage drivers, old buffalo hunters, adventurers, and such 
nameless or forgotten characters as have constituted the 
lawless men and women of the frontier. 

Within a few years Dickinson saw the buffalo frontier 
crowded out by the cattlemen’s frontier and disappear. 
Texas longhorns browsed on buffalo grass ranges dotted 
with skeletons and staring skulls of buffalo. Buffalo 
hunters were already living in the past and cowboys 
galloped over their old preserves. A train of thirty-four 
yoke of oxen returned to Dickinson from Deadwood with 
the wagons loaded with buffalo bones picked up on 
the return trip. Hunters like Vic Smith still scoured the 
plains but to Dickinson lean cattle for the ranges or fat- 
tened cattle for the markets meant a new order, and the 
rumble of stock cars was more welcome than the odors 

from a pile of buffalo hides. 

As the number of cattle increased, the buffalo ranges 
contracted and the slaughter became swifter and more 
relentless. Loads and loads of buffalo hides and the 
“mountainous w-reckage” of buffalo bones became the 
mute evidence of the end of the buffalo on the Dakota 
plains and of their replacement by prosaic cows from 
Iowa and longhorns from Texas. 

So ends the buffalo. Five years since he tossed 
In great earth-shaking herds his shaggy mane; 

Now not one calf. Once furious bulls did roar 
The challenge moving terribly to fight. 

Dry bones — the price one dollar for a ton.^** 

The Continental Land and Cattle Company with 
about 30,000 cattle made Dickinson its principal station 

2«2 Edwin Ford Piper, “Dry Bones,” in Barbed Wire and Other Poems. 3- 
Reprinted herein by permission of The Macmillan Company. 


The Old Bone Picker of the Plains 

From a contemporary sketch drawn by R. F. Zogliaum in 1887. 
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for eastbound shipments. John N. Simpson, the mana- 
ger, in a visit to Dickinson declared that the drive to this 
place was one of the best in the West but remarked that 
the yards were rather unhandy and too near the town. 
In this month (September, 1883) 1,000 cattle were 
shipped and fifteen cars more the next month. The adver- 
tisement of the company listed the “Hash Knife” and 
the “HS” brands and gave St. Louis as the principal 
place of business. In the next year the company imported 
120 pure-blooded bulls from Missouri. Arriving at 
Dickinson in July of that year from Texas, Simpson 
made extensive shipments and the local editor estimated 
that the railway would carry 14,000 of its cattle to the 
eastern markets that season. A trainload of black steers 
was sent to the markets in September. By the next month 
Simpson had sent 7,550 cattle eastward and other herds 
fattened on the ranges were on the trails to Dickinson 
to be loaded on the Northern Pacific cars.*®* 

Two well-known hunters, E. F. Chase and his brother, 
in 1883 were locating a range near the Killdeer moun- 
tains and were shipping Iowa cattle to Dickinson to be 
driven to these pastures. Another carload of cattle from 
Iowa came to Dickinson to be placed on another range 
near the Killdeer mountains by E. R. Messersmith. 
Henry G. Weare drove a small herd into Dickinson to 
be loaded for the eastern markets. Two capitalists from 
Texas arrived the next spring to locate a new pasture 
for their herd of 7,000 then on the trail from that state.*®* 
Eight cattle firms in 1 884 united at Dickinson in offer- 
ing a reward of $250 for information leading to the 

Dickinson Press, July 7, September 22, October 27, 1883, June x, July 5, 
September 20, October it, 1884. 

Dickinson Press, May 6, July 21, September 22, 1883, May 31, 1884. 
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arrest of any person setting fire to grass on their ranges. 
Dorr Clark received at Dickinson twenty bulls from the 
East and planned to make it his shipping point for the 
season. W. L. Crosby of La Crosse, Wisconsin, made 
frequent visits to this cow town on his way to his ranges 
near the Killdeer mountains. L. F. Adams, the manager 
of the Vermont Cattle Company, was another visitor at 
Dickinson and long lines of cars carried fatted cattle 
from the Dickey Brothers’ ranges, from the Weare Live 
Stock Company herds, and from Driskell and Sons’ 
holdings.^®® 

The Northern Pacific agent at Dickinson furnished 
figures for shipments from the northern cattle coun- 
try ; 1 1 cars at Gallatin, 48 at Springdale, 426 from 
Billings, 30 from Livingston, 98 from Huntley, 49 from 
Custer, 263 from Miles City, ii from Fallon, 891 from 
Mingusville, and 1001 from Dickinson. This outgo was 
replaced annually by the calf crops on the ranges and by 
importations from surrounding areas and Texas. 

Theodore Roosevelt’s ranching years on the Little 
Missouri river have given the region a fame inversely 
proportionate to their importance in the history of the 
cattle frontier.^®^ “The romance of my life began here,” 
he remarked later. In success and magnitude of opera- 
tions he did not match such men as M. C. Conners, Simp- 
son, or Henry Boice. He helped to organize the Little 
Missouri River Stockmen’s Association and served as 
a captain in one of its round-ups. Between round-ups 
and hunting trips he found time to write the story of 
these years. And the charm and freshness of his Ranch 

265 Dickinson Press, June 7, 14. 28, November 15, 188+. 

266 Dickinson Press, November i, 1884. 

267 HagedorD, Ro os e^elt in the Pemds. 
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Notes a.nd Hunting Trips of a Ranchman are undimmed 
by his losses of about $75,000 on the Little Missouri 
ranges. 

Antoine de Vallambrosa, Marquis de Mores, a young 
Frenchman of twenty-five or twenty-six impressed the 
Little Missouri ranchmen with his money and his 
dreams. Arriving five months before Roosevelt he 
founded the town of Medora on April i, 1883. In May 
he closed an agreement whereby the twenty-four settlers 
along the Missouri were to furnish him five hundred 
sheep annually for seven years. A few months later he 
paid $40,000 for a herd of cattle near Miles City. With 
Herman and C. E. Haupt he organized the Northern 
Pacific Refrigerator Car Company which advertised 
three cattle brands. Distressed at the wastefulness of high 
freight rates and by the losses from long shipments, the 
marquis embarked on a program of building slaughter 
houses and refrigerator plants along the line of the 
Northern Pacific Railway. 

With millions at his command de Mores was stirring 
the hopes of the Little Missouri Valley. His fame spread 
even to the Black Hills where an editor believed that 
“a revolution or reform will at no distant day occur in 
the export trade; that instead of herding live cattle in 
cars for transportation to market, slaughtering will be 
done, on or near the range, and carcasses only will be 
shipped in refrigerator cars, to any market in the world.” 

The Marquis de Mores, continued the account, “has 
practically demonstrated the feasibility of such a plan, 
as, also, of the policy of packing and canning at the 
initial rather than at the intermediate point, and is erect- 
ing large and costly works at Miles City for that pur- 
pose. There would seem to be no good reason why the 
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abattoirs of the world should not be located in the im- 
mediate vicinity rather than scattered throughout Chris- 
tendom as at present; and we believe they ultimately 
will be.” 

Another editor saw visions of a tannery and soap, 
candle, and glycerin works built near the slaughter 


houses. Elsewhere it was announced that the marquis 
with more zeal than experience had “a plan to raise 
50,000 cabbages on his ranch near the Little Missouri.” 
His ^ledora Bad Lands Cowboy was established. His 
schemes and dreams in the cattle country for about three 
years cost his father-in-law over $300,000. When he 
left the Bad Lands the glory of Medora departed but it 

still cherished the memory of its founder.^ 

Meanwhile Pierre Wibaux was starting the foun- 


dations of large herds between the Yellowstone and the 
Little Missouri rivers. Coming to the territory in the 
same year as did Roosevelt and de Mores, this young 
Frenchman was the third of a picturesque trio among 
the Dakota cattlemen. The son of a rich textile manu- 
facturer, he learned of the great western ranches while 
studying in England. And, against his father s wishes 
but with the aid of about $10,000 he came to the new 
ranges of the Little Missouri Valley. Beginning with a 
small herd and with only two cowboys Wibaux was his 
own foreman for several years, studied brands, breeds, 
and markets, and performed the exacting duties of the 


range. 

36 S Idem, Roosevelt in the Bad Lands, passim; Turner 
May 10, 1883; Black HilU Daily and Weekly Pioneer, extra edition, Ma 

17. 1884; Dickisuon Press, July 7 i September zz, 1883. 

269 Crawford, The Coming of the Big Cattle Outfits; Clay, My Life on Vie 
Range; Bertha M. Kuhn, “The W-Bar Ranch on the Missouri Slope, in 
Collections of the State Historical Society of North Dakota, v, ISS-*6S- 
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A log house, fourteen by sixteen feet was built on 
the banks of the Big Beaver Creek but his wife and son, 
Cyril, spent only one winter in this home where a Christ- 
mas dinner was served which was long a tradition of 
magnificent hospitality. In 1886 he was a member of 
the Eastern Montana Stock Growers’ Association and 
was appointed as one of its round-up captains. After the 
heavy losses of 1886-1887 he returned to France and 
borrowed half a million dollars with which he bought 
up large herds of strong steers - the survivors of that 
terrible winter. From the disasters of others he was 
enabled to accumulate a large fortune. 

During the excellent grazing years he continued to 
accumulate cattle and at the close of the year 1888 he 
was reported to be the owner of 40,000 cattle - perhaps 
the largest number owned by any one individual in 
America. For ten years J. B. Lambs was his foreman 
and in 1890 he branded 12,000 calves and shipped an 
equal number of cattle. About three hundred saddle 
horses were required to herd his cattle which one writer 
placed at one time at 65,000. The principal brand, 

was located at the confluence of the Little 
Missouri river and Cherry Creek. 

His “White House” or “The Palace,” a long, one- 
story structure, was built in 1890 from lumber hauled 
fifteen miles from the nearest railway station. With its 
large rooms, elaborate woodwork, wallpaper, fireplace, 
and sitting room, it became famed far and near for the 
Old World hospitality it could dispense in the cattle 
country. Guests played often in its billiard room and 
lingered long in the wine room. But the desire to have 
her son educated in France prevented his wife from 
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spending more than the summers at the “White House,” 
excepting one winter. 

At Mingusville (later called Wibaux in Montana) 
he maintained an office and sleeping quarters. At his 
death in 1913 at the age of fifty-five he left an estate 
valued at over half a million dollars. “He was,” said 
a contemporary, “a man of wonderful energy, indif- 
ferently honest, a bit of a Bohemian, but resourceful 

and successful.” His happiest years were spent on Big 

d his statue at Wibaux gazes in con- 


templation over the lands over which he rode and on 

which his great herds browsed. 

From Texas, Iowa, and Missouri large herds were 

driven into the Dakota ranges in 1883 but the southern 
herds especially were unacclimated when winter set in. 
“Then, too,” said an observer of the Black Hills, “the 
snowfall has been heavy, particularly upon the ranges 
north and west of Deadwood where the greatest no. of 
cattle are located. We understand that there is at present 
10 feet of snow along the Box Elder and is unusually 
deep throughout the entire district. . . It is too early 

to estimate the losses.” 

Steady drives of large herds brought about 100,000 
to the territory in 1884. In the first five months of the 
year a Rapid City bank alone paid out $60,000 for 
such droves. Another estimate - not an assessor’s count 

1 placed the number of cattle in the Black Hills at 
800,000. From Spencer, Iowa, in July, 1884, the 2,300 
cattle belonging to the Iowa and Montana Cattle Com- 
pany passed through Pierre on their way to the Mon- 
tana ranges. The Bad Lands Cowboy adverused seven- 

no The EsteUime Bell, August as. September aa, 1883; Black HtUs DaUf 
and fVetkly Pioneer, extra edition, March 17 . ***4- 
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teen brands. An atlas listed twenty-seven cattle firms for 
this year. “The proprietors live in various places but 
principally at Cheyenne, Wyoming, Spearfish, Sturgis, 
Rapid City, and Custer City, Dakota.” 

By 1885 Pierre had become a flourishing town to 
which came shipments from the East and at which cars 
were loaded with matured cattle for the markets. “Pierre 
is full of cowboys, waiting to drive stock across to the 
ranges,” is a news item of February. It was expected that 
10,000 cattle would come from the East to be dispersed 
over the Dakota plains. Regular shipments were made 
to Chicago to make room for the younger stock. Several 
carloads for the Sioux City Cattle Company came from 
the East, were unloaded’to be branded, and then started 
for their ranges. Eleven hundred cattle of the Weare 
Live Stock Company came in October of which about 
one-half were sent to Chicago and the balance driven 
down to Fort Thompson in fulfillment of an Indian 
beef contract with the government.”* 

Farther up the Missouri river Bismarck was also 
growing to maturity as a cattle distributing station. The 
Northern Pacific Railway as early as 1879 had estab- 
lished a ferry between that city and Mandan to carry 
the cattle across the river. In 1885 company con- 
tracted to transport 40,000 cattle from the Territory 

of Washington to the ranges of eastern Montana and 
Dakota territories.”* 

Black Hills Daily and ffeekly Pioneer, extra edidoa, March 17, 18S4; 

The Huron Tribune, November t 6 , i8*j; The Esielline Bell, July 10, 1884; 

Bad Lands Cowboy, November 13, 1884; A. T. Andreas, Historical Atlas of 
Dakota, 115. 

^^The [East Pierre] fFeekly Free Press, May 21, August 20, October 
20^ 1883. 

Saturday Evening Journal, April 25, 1885; quoution in Crawford, 
Notes, from Yellowstone Journal, September 29, 1879. 
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The noise of loaded stock cars from and into Pierre 
continued during the spring and summer of 1886. The 
farms of Iowa, Illinois, and Minnesota sent many car- 
loads to be distributed from Pierre. “A large amount of 
blooded stock is being shipped to this country this 
spring,” reported a Pierre resident. “It will be but a 
few years until this will be the most famous stock grow- 
ing region of our continent.” M. C. Conners from Spear- 
fish continued his large shipments to his ranges. Sixteen 
carloads of the Dakota Cattle Company were branded 
at Pierre and then, combined with another lot of thirty- 
five cars, were driven to grazing grounds of the Belle 

Fourche river.”* 

More and more herds were being crowded upon the 
ranges of the territory. The Vermont Cattle Company 
increased its herd to 10,000; the Reynolds Brothers im- 
ported about 9,000 Texas cattle - “Pilgrims” - during 
the summer ; later in the year it was reported that 13,000 
were ranging along the Crow river north of Dead- 
wood.”® “Overstocking may cause little or no harm for 
two or three years,” wrote Theodore Roosevelt in that 
fall.”® “But sooner or later there comes a winter which 
means ruin to the ranches that have too many cattle on 
them ; and in our country, which is even now getting 
crowded, it is merely a question of time as to when a 
winter will come that will understock the ranges by the 
summary process of killing off about half of all the cat- 
tle throughout the Northwest.” 

The Medora Bad Lands Cowboy a few months later 


r*, Fr,. Pr,„. March .8, S.p.aihbc, ^ 

The Weekly Free Press, December 30, 1586, 1 ne J 

Journal. September 15, 1886; The Estclline Bell. May i. 1886. 
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reported the decision of the Little Missouri River Stock 
Growers’ Association that the ranges in its round-up 
district were overstocked and that cowboys would “re- 
fuse to work with any new outfits running horses or 
cattle.” Farther to the northeast the Mouse River Live 
Stock Association was formed to protect its stock and 
its hay meadows.”^ 

A parching summer was another plague to visit the 
land of cattle. Herds on Box Elder Creek were driven 
to better ranges and extremely dry weather was reported 
in the vicinity of Pierre. Timber and prairie fires swept 
over a region north of Belle Fourche. Every vigilance 
was urged to prevent the ravages of prairie fires and 
in one section a reward of $450 was oflfered for the de- 
tection of any person setting a fire. Cattlemen from the 
south forsook dried up pastures and, with hopes of find- 
ing greener and less crowded fields, moved numerous 
herds into the Dakota ranges. “Our neighbors,” reported 
John Clay, “kept piling cattle onto the bone dry range. 
The Continental Cattle Co. drove up 32,000 head of 
steers. The Worsham Cattle Co., with no former hold- 
ings turned loose 5,000 head or thereabouts. . . Thou- 
sands of other cattle were spread over the western and 
northwestern country in the most reckless way, no 
thought for the morrow. Even with the best of w’inters 
it would have been a case of suicide. As things turned 
out it was simple murder, at least for the Texas cattle.” 

Gloomy forecasts of storms and winter losses of stock 
came from the Dead-wood Pioneer Early in Novem- 
the storm began and continued with little break 

2 ^^ Quoted in the [Bismarck] Daily Tribune, December 9, 31, i8g(. 

The Estelline Bell, August 23, 1886 ; Clajr, My Life on the Range, 177, 178. 
"•Quotation in The fTeekly Free Press, October 7, 1886, February 3, 
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until the end of February. Heavy snowfall attended by 
temperatures from —15° to —40° were interrupted by 
occasional Chinooks. Then came a freezing cold which 
left a heavy crust of glistening ice until the next blizzard. 
“25 below zero this morning. The Chinook last Friday 
melted snow rapidly for a time but was of short dura- 
tion. The storm yesterday is generally acceded to have 
been the most severe of the season.” These are comments 

of a shivering observer of February, 1887. 

Near Jamestown nine hundred antelope were hud- 
dled together and smaller numbers, gaunt and fearless, 
were roaming about in Lamoure county in quest of 
food.“® Straw piles, one, two, and even three years old 
were eagerly bought up at $ i .00 a load by the cattlemen. 
And day after day they hoped for milder weather to 
melt the snow and to uncover the scant grass so long hid- 


den under it. 


Bony carcasses 
otes were disclosed after the spring thaws. In the spring 

four or five hundred men followed by eight wagons and 

“T7A ” th(- “W-Bar ” the 777 , the 
representing the bo, tne w oar, uc ///> 

“O X ” and other outfits were looking for their cattle. 
In the round-up they covered the country up to the 
Missouri river down to Fort Yates and up the Grand 
river. Only about a dozen steers were /JP , 

gaunt survivors from among the thousands tlw^ 
perished.**" The loss of the “Hash Knife ^ 

placed at over 8,000. A herd of about 
die Custer Trail Cattle Company was practically 


stroyed. 


380 The W tells Tree Press, February 3, 1887. Caraon. Nor* 

a. Cr-f«rd, W.O- » -i* I>»» J'- 


DakoU, April 3, i 9 »*' 


Victims of a Prairie Snowstorm disclosed after a Thaw 

From a contemporary sketch drawn hy Paul Frenzeny in 1882. 
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“We have been a long while waiting for accurate 
round-up reports but finally have them,” reported a 
Mandan editor. “In the territories throughout, it is safe 
to say that 75 per cent is not too high an estimate of 
losses. It is not pleasant to say that the losses are known 
to be large, much larger in fact than we have been 
willing to admit until forced by known facts.” 
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Contemporary Portraits of the Frontier 

Stock raising, mining, and agriculture in the West 
after the Civil War became subjected to unending 
streams of books and pamphlets. Cheapness and fer- 
tility of the land are the recurring words for the settlers 
and rather hopeful figures of profits appeared in the 
prospectus for the mines. But the claims for the western 
grazing plains are matched only by the optimism over 
profits -the profits generally hoped for but rarely 
earned. Descriptions of American frontiers have been 
less elaborate than those devoted to institutions. De 
Tocqueville and Bryce pictured the American govern- 
ment and Olmsted and Martineau the institution of 
slavery. The varied and changing aspects of the fron- 
tiers did not mature many current, classic accounts and 
Dr. Josiah Gregg’s story of pioneer transportation and 
Parkman’s Oregon Trail are rather exceptional. There 
is no Herodotus or Thucydides for the cattlemen’s fron- 
tier or for the outposts of settlement and religion. From 
old and generally unconscious narratives recorded on 

the cattlemen’s frontier only an imperfect picture can 
restore its moving scenes. 

On the cattlemen’s frontiers the hard labor came first. 
Corrals and branding chutes were more important than 
books and libraries ; line riding and herding left little 
time or thought for writing; much of the life on the 
range was humdrum and prosaic which a few contempo- 
raries and a later generation transported to the realms 
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of romance and fiction. Diarists were rare in the cattle 
country and the immense distances and expanses did not 
encourage descriptions from the occasional visitors and 
travellers- But not a few actors in their later and wist- 
fully reminiscent years recorded scenes of which they 
had been a part. Accounts by travellers, participants, 
and actual observers have barely survived the dime 
novels, fiction books, legends, and motion pictures. The 
legends of the “romance” of the ranges, of the cowboys 
and “cattle kings” have become almost permanent folk- 
lore. To these legends the writings of contemporaries 
on the cattlemen’s frontier cannot rise in rebuke but can 
offer only a recital of prosaic and unconscious protest 
Edwin A. Curley, a special commissioner from The 
Field of London, visited the plains of Nebraska and 
the Territory of Wyoming in 1873.“* “It is,” he ex- 
plained, “the time of trashy travels, consisting of the 
tittle-tattle of the train, the table, and the tap, illustrated 
with old maps and borrowed engravings, and made to 
sell.” A heavy volume of four hundred and thirty pages 


two 


Laramie 


For six years herds had been browsing in the peninsula 
formed by the North and the South Platte rivers until 

A ^ ^ m ^ V 


,000 


ance it is very evident that Messrs. Keith and Barton’s 
cattle business has been enorc 


lala 


ously profitable.” AtOgal- 
germ ^ Tunirf* cow town — he found half 


a dozen buildings which afforded rude comfort. Tom 
Lonergan, the postmaster and judge of probate, was 
the storekeeper for the cattle drovers. The visitors found 


*8S Edwin A- Curley, Nebraska. Its Advantages. Resources, amd Drawbacks. 
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Lonergan’s cattle among the hills and ravines where the 
long-horned, thin, scrawny Texans were uncovering the 
short dry grass under the snow. The longhorns as well 
as the better calves by American sires lived on this grass 
and Curley was convinced that “winter grazing, even 
in the snow, is not necessarily another name for slow 
starvation.” 

Astonished at the enormous profits, the English travel- 
ler believed that only few men equipped with sufficient 
capital, experience, and judgment should embark in the 
business of ranching. Although the county had less than 
one hundred population he predicted immigration, re- 
stricted pastures, fences, and shrinking profits. As his 
own experience extended from admiring the “wonderful 
beauty” of the clouds to analyzing the costs of ranching, 
so the stock raising of the future was destined to pass 

from primitive grazing to the competition and risks of 
a great business. 


For about ten years Joseph G. McCoy saw the pag- 
eantry of Texas cattle herds as they were grazed north- 
ward to the Kansas plains and shipped to eastern mar- 
kets. In his Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade of the 
W est and Southwest are preserved the names of famous 
drovers who travelled up and down the Texas trails.** 
L. B. Harris turned from the New Orleans and Mexican 
trade to embark upon the new pastures of Kansas where 


,000. J ames 


000 


after herd to the Kansas pastures. Heavy tributes on 
the cattle of J. M. Dougherty who drove herds to south- 
west M issouri were levied by hostile settlers. The herds 

aw McCoy, HuUric Sketches of the Cattle Trade of the SFett and Southooest. 
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of Robert D. Hunter were forced to dodge the Kansas 
settlers until they were loaded for shipment near St 
Joseph. 

Other drovers in maneuvering to flank hostile regions 
attempted to move their herds along the Arkansas line 
to strike a shipping point east of Sedalia in Missouri. 
The cattle driven over this route “became foot sore and 
miserably poor in flesh, and of course, when put on the 
St. Louis market, sold for mean prices and weighed very 
light; so that when the drover had sold out and paid up 
expenses, but little cash remained to swell his impover- 


ished pocketbook.” Other trail-drivers remained near 
Baxter Springs where “soon the frost came and killed 
the grass, which, after drying a few days, was set fire 
and the whole country burned over. This was a great 

calamity to the drovers.” 

With his shipping facilities established at Abilene, 
McCoy heralded its advantages to the drovers. To its 
Drovers’ Cottage came buyers to bid for the great cattle 
caravans. J. L. Driskill with three years experience in 
selling beef to the Confederate armies was received with 
welcome. H. M. Childress had a record of seven years 
on various cattle trails. For several years Captain E. B. 
Millet’s herds had furnished food for hungry mouths 

Upper Missouri Indian agencies. Colonel J. J. Myers, 
one of Abilene’s first and foremost patrons, directed the 
movement of several herds annually. To Kansas came 
also J. W. Tucker, a lover of trail work and excite 
Willis McCutcheon had become a regular driver to 
Abilene. All Kansas frontier cattle towns coveted the 
patronage and influence of J. D. Reed. Major Seth 
Mabry, always popular, would “rather sell than buy, 
but would rather buy than do nothing.” Such men were 
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the scene shifters on one of the last of America’s frontiers. 

Abilene had become a synonym for Texas cattle. 
“Well I’ll swar,” observed the Texas drover, “I never 
seed such a little town have such a big name.” Merchants, 
traders, cattle arriving for shipment, steers being 
weighed and yarded, cowboys, a floating population - 
from these elements there developed an immense and 
lucrative trade in camp supplies and outfits, from huge 
spurs and star-spangled boots to wagons. Farmers sup- 
plied grain, vegetables, butter, and eggs and carloads of 
additional provisions were imported to satisfy the de- 
mands of the Texas cattle trade. 

McCoy soon saw various other frontier towns con- 
tending for a share of the profits of this trade and, dis- 
couraged by the opposition from the settlers near Abi- 
lene, he transferred his zeal to Wichita. A well-known 
Texas drover aided him by every advertising method 
to attract drovers and buyers to that point. “The success 
attained was beyond the most sanguine expectation. 
During the first season nearly four thousand cars, con- 
taining nearly eighty thousand head of cattle, were 
shipped.” But only a moderate business was done at 
Newton “which gained a national reputation for its 
disorder and bloodshed. As many as eleven persons were 
shot down on a single evening and many graves were 
filled with subjects who had ‘died with their boots on.’ ” 

Meanwhile, the railways in transporting cattle from 
Texas, in dispersing them to the ranges, or in hauling 
them to the ranges were engaged in bitter competition 
for a share of the profits from this trade. The Kansas 
Pacific Railway, the “Texas Stock Route,” promised 
good grazing, plentiful water, perfect shipping facili- 
ties, free yards, and low rates. Two daily, fast “Stock 
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Express” trains ran from seven Kansas towns to the mar- 
kets at Fort Leavenworth and Kansas City. The Leaven- 
worth, Lawrence & Galveston Railway Company 
claimed to be the “best, shortest, and cheapest cattle 
route” and stated that the rate from Coffe3rville to Kan- 
sas City was not to exceed $25 per car. The Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad pointed out its good stock 
scales at Granada, Great Bend, Newton, and Wichita 
and the resting and feeding yards at Hutchinson. One 
of the advertisements in McCoy’s book for “the cheapest, 
shortest and most reliable live stock route” guaranteed 
shipments that would not injure or bruise stock. Meat 
from injured stock, it pointed out, the butchers were 
compelled to sell at reduced prices. 

On McCoy’s frontier appeared again and again the 
specter of Texas fever. He noted the coming of blooded 


cattle for the improvement of the Texas herds; the rise 
and fall of fortunes in the trade; the development of 
banking facilities at markets and shipping points; the 
depression caused by the panic of 1873; intermin- 
gling of northern shippers and cattlemen with southern 
drovers. Now and then he pointed to those signs of a 
changing frontier - a frontier which had conquered the 
buffalo and which was itself destined to be overwhelmed 
by the more prosaic army of settlers. 

Other aspects of the cattle industry were revealed 
by James Macdonald, the correspondent of the Scots^ 
man who in 1877 travelled over 11,000 miles in visiting 
the western cattle ranges.*®* His letters were intended 
to give British farmers trustworthy information on 
American competition in the British markets. For sev- 


Macdonald, Food from the Far tTest. or American Agriculture. 
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eral years Yankee inventive genius had enabled Ameri- 
cans to export refrigerated beef to the British Isles. 
An “alarming increase” of such imports began in 1877 
and speeches were made on the all absorbing topic of 
Am erican beef which was cooled artificially and was 
threatening the welfare of British farmers. Macdonald 
was to report on the extent of danger feared over “the 
importation of dead meat from the far West.” 

In Colorado, he asserted, hand-feeding and house- 
shelter were unknown and its 80,000 cattle roamed about 
in “wild-horse freedom.” In Nebraska he regarded stock 
raising as only slowly developed. Kansas cattle were of 
fair size, too leggy, too sharp on the back and too flat 
in the rib, showing as the Scotsman said, too much 
“timmer” and too much “daylight.” Texas cattle had 
long horns, long legs, a thin, lanky body, and a light 
waist. The beef, “teasingly tough,” was inferior and the 
animals had a high percentage of bone and muscle. An 
Indiana man’s estimate was quoted who “could salt in 
its horns all the roasting beef an average Texan steer 
was capable of carrying.” 

Seeing no immediate danger in the competition of 
American beef he warned his readers, however, that 
there were unlimited fields for production in America 
and that the improvement of cattle and of their feeding 
was only a matter of time. Now, he pointed out, weight 


was more sought after than quality and plains cattle- 
men were insisting that their cattle were equal in beef 

to any in the world. “Evidently beef has no universal 
standard of quality.” 

But concern over the competition of beef from the 
western ranges was also felt by the British Royal Com- 
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mission on Agriculture.^® Its agent, John Clay, Jr., a 
name linked later with a great cattle company on the 
Wyoming ranges, investigated the western herds and 


two 


not charm the Scottish investors as did the promoters’ 
pamphlets of gilded glory a few years later. The great 
uncertainty was the climate of the cattle raising areas. 
Already warnings of overcrowded pastures were current 
and drought and severe winters made the range cattle 
industry a precarious business. 

The quality of beef, continued Clay, is so poor that 
the British need fear little over the competition. “We 
hear a deal about the vast herds of the western states, 
but when seen they are a miserable class of scalawags, 
an unthrifty race, and their eflfect on British agriculture 
is small indeed. They, of course, fill a gap. They supply 
a certain class of the population, and allow the better 
class of stock to be exported, and of course this is suffi- 
ciently serious.” Better beef, he advised, was needed for 
these regions. Expansion on the plains should not be in 
numbers but in the grading up and improvement of the 

herds with a better strain of bulls. 

Henry T. Williams’s panorama or “travellers’ guide” 

of 1878 for the Union and Central Pacific Railroads 
was weighted with contributions from Clarence King, 
F. V. Hayden, and Joaquin Miller. In his nine months’ 
travel of 2,500 miles, the plains around North Platte in 
Nebraska impressed him with their adaptability for 
stock raising. Repeated experiences showed that cattle 

286 UoTfl/ Commission on Agriculture. Reports of the AssistoM Commis- 
sioners, Tol. Xf, dated January 20, 1882 (session of February y-December 2, 

28 T Henry T. Williams, The Pacific Tourist. JFilltams Illustrated Guide to 
Pacific R. R. California, and Pleasure Resorts across the Continent. 
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and horses would pass through the severest winters 
known without hay or shelter except that afforded by 
ravines. And, again the habits of the buffalo in the past 

were cited. 

In statistics he described the eastbound cars of cattle 
shipments from Julesburg, Pine Bluffs, Sidney, and 
Ogallala. From Cheyenne - once “a very fast town, and 
. . . not so very slow now” — over 10,000 cattle were 
shipped in 1874. “The development of the cattle and 
stock interests of this vast upland region,” explained 
the tract, “is something never thought of nor entered 
the heads of the projectors of the railroad. In 1867, when 
the first railroad arrived, there was [jtc] not probably 
a hundred head of all kinds owned in the whole terri- 
tory outside of those belonging to contractors and stage 
lines. Now it is a leading interest and represents millions 
of dollars.” 

But not all can make cattle raising a success, ran one 
of his warning prophesies. Capital and care are required 
and a fortune cannot be made in a year. The business 
was liable to losses, severe winters, unfavorable seasons, 
and glutted markets. It was more sure than mining and 
more profitable than agriculture or dairy farming. But 
later tragedies in the cattle country indicated that the 

optimist rather than the cautious adviser ruled the 
ranges. 

Enthusiastic, if not satisfying, are the guides and 
handbooks of Robert E. Strahorn which were issued 
with studied regularity during the seventies and eight- 
ies. Visiting the Black Hills and the Big Horn regions, 
he pointed out that an investment on stock raising of 
$10,400 with a reinvestment over three years would 
yield a net profit of $36,200. Figures were taken from 
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the books of an experienced and thoroughly reliable, 
but unnamed, stock dealer in Cheyenne. Profits of forty 
per cent and fifty per cent had been realized, “but the 
writer who lays down such figures as an average is very 
liable to get his reputation involved.” 

Along the Union Pacific Railroad and its branches 
he travelled two or three years later. The widely dis- 
tributed book was an immigration tract. Thousands of 
eyes read the alluring chapters for Nebraska on “The 
Great Western Grazing Region,” “Room for Thous- 
ands,” “Wonderful Profits,” and the array of dreamy 
figures and optimistic forecasts.^® 

Strahorn was at least writing optimistically if not 
accurately about western range conditions. “The Terri- 
tory [of Montana] has no superior, and I doubt if an 
equal, as a grazing region,” ran his pamphlet in i88i.^® 
Of its 275,000 stock cattle probably not 1,000 had ever 
tasted hay or grain. About 38,000,000 acres of grazing 
were open to the prospective rancher. The sum of 
$ 1 2,330 would start a ranch with about a thousand cattle, 
horses, shanties, harness, wagons, cooking utensils, three 
men as herders, and three men to brand for twenty days. 
The writer did not estimate the outlays for the con- 
tinued operation for such a ranch. 

The cattlemen’s frontier was not without its pro- 
moter who did not publish all he saw, nor perhaps see 
all he published or described. The secretary of the Ter- 
ritory of Dakota, Alexander Batchelder, had issued a 

288 Robert E. Strahorn, TAe Hand-Book of Wyoming and Guide to the 
Black Hills and Big Horn Regions for Citizen, Emigrant and Tourtst. 

289 Robert E. Strahorn, To the Rockies and Beyond, or A Summer on the 

Union Pacific Railroad and Branches. 

290 Robert E. Strahorn, Montana and Y ello<wstone National Park. 
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fifty-six page booklet in 1870.”^ “Dakota is the finest 
field in the world for stock growing.” It is preeminent in 
the production of grasses which, when cut green, are 
not dusty and are sweeter than tame grass. A young man 
from the East, he illustrated, sold his store for $300, 
and, after embarking in cattle ranching, soon owned a 
herd of three hundred, worth between $40 and $75 each. 

Cereals, fruits, and trees, he promised, grow “more 
rapidly, stronger and with less care” than in New Eng- 
land. “Lay aside your collars and kid gloves,” he ad- 
dresses the East “Work a little. . . The fountain of 
perennial youth is in the country, never in the city. . . 
Young men predominate in the West, while maidens 
are scarce; therefore I say to you, get yourself a wife 
and bring her with you. . . To the young woman I 
would say just a word. Out here 

There is no goose so gray, but soon or late 
Will find some honest gander for a mate.” 

Careful observations and reasoned comments on the 
range country appeared in 1882 in Camps in the 
Rockies by the great English hunter, William Adolph 
Baillie-Grohman and in his various magazine articles. 
Intimately informed, through several visits, on the big 
game and geography of the West, the author consulted 
the genial open-handed cowboys for details. His ac- 
counts are faithful mirrors of the West when books and 
magazines were painting “the delightful life” on the 
ranges and advising how to treble capital in three years. 

Stockmen, he found, were recruited from men of good 
family as well as from the lowest social rank. The middle 

George Alcxaoder Batchelder, A Sketch of the History and Resources 
of Dakota Territory, 

William Adolph Bailhe-Grohman, Camps in the Rockies. 
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class also contributed its share from those who had been 
railway conductors, hotel keepers, western merchants, 
petty civil servants, trappers, and Indian scouts. In the 
last decade the ranchmen had helped to people new 
countries and not a few western cities subsisted on the 
stock business. Some of the “dreary unhabited steppe 
deserts” of Wyoming and Montana would have re- 
mained unsettled but for the cattlemen. These ranchmen, 
in edging the red man from his hunting grounds and in 
replacing the buffalo and elk with “domestic kine,” 
were enacting “a piece of frontier history.” 

Three ways of embarking in the stock business were 
cited : to buy the stock on the range, to contract for the 
purchases from large drovers, or to go to Oregon or to 
Texas in person to select the herds to be moved to the 
range. “You or I, reader, can today start for any of the 
three or four last-named territories [Wyoming, Mon- 
tana, Idaho, and New Mexico] pick out a good ‘range’ 
or district for grazing, as yet unoccupied, drive on to it 
a herd of 10,000 cattle, select a suitable spot near to a 
convenient creek, and there build our ranche or farm- 
house, fence in 50 or 100 acres for hay land . . . without 
paying a penny for it, or outstepping any territorial 
nr United States statute, or doing what is not perfectly 


lawful 


talk 


was common, the almost universal attitude was to ex- 
aggerate. All figures of profits were more or less over- 
colored estimates of thirty to thirty-five per cent on a 


three or four year average and forty per cent on a seven 
year average. Usually one bad winter in seven visited 
the ranges and Grohman recorded that in the severe 
winters of 1871-1872 and 1880-1881 the ranchmen lost 
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about half their herds. The remarkable career of John 
W. Iliff was portrayed who in no way owed his success 
in range operations to luck. But, “in a country where 
human fortune fluctuates so strangely, and where men 
of all classes, grades, and character, are thrown to- 


it is doubly incumbent upon the stranger to 

-in fact, to believe but 


gether - 

keep his eyes and ears skinned 
what he himself sees.’’ 

Social equality he regarded as a main factor in the 
unusually rapid growth of the great West. “A man out 
West is a man, and let him be the poorest cowboy he 
will assert his right of perfect equality with the best of 
the land, betraying a stubbornness it is vain and unwise 
to combat.” It was of ten*fold importance to avoid a 
social pride which might incur spite or injury. In no 
business as much as in stock raising in the West was a 
man so dependent upon his neighbors, so open to petty 
annoyances, or so helplessly exposed to vindictive injury 
to property. 

A careful inventory of stock raising in the Territory 
of Montana with 400,000 cattle came from the corres- 
pondent of the X^on^on Times in 1 882.*** Taxes, interest, 
and other expenses made an annual outlay of $2 per head 
but marketing entailed the heaviest cost. Cattle were 
driven to Pine BluflFs and Cheyenne to be “railed” until 
the coming of the Northern Pacific Railroad reduced 
the distance for driving to one-fourth of the former 
course. The great herds of Conrad Kohrs roamed over 
thousands of acres to which his only right — generally 
respected - was that of priority of occupation. About 
eight hundred tons of hay were stacked for his breeding 
animals but no hay or fodder was cut for the other stock. 

*** “Stock Raisiog in Montana,” in London Timet, May 29, iSSa. 
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To each animal a pound of salt per week and twenty or 
twenty-five acres for grazing were allotted. In winters 
the animals scraped the snow to eat the cured grasses 
but in severe winters they became so poor that “you can 
read your newspaper through their ribs.” In three years 
Kohrs drove 1,500 to the Northern Pacific Railroad at 
an expense of $120 per car for the 1,100 miles to die 

Chicago markets. 

Frequent journeys to the Territory of Montana by 
Alexander Stanley Hill, the managing director of 
the Oxley Ranch Company of Alberta, were recorded 
in glimpses of the northwestern ranges during the 
eighties.*®* Free ranging, he believed, was producing 
ruinous consequences in the grazing territories. Trail- 
ing over the territory from the Milk River Range, 
through the basins of the Teton, Judith, and Mussel- 
shell rivers, he found the herbage utterly destroyed by 
numerous herds. If stockmen, he pointed out, could be 
encouraged to develop without squandering the re- 
sources, the lands would long continue to be the meat 
producing areas and the natural complement of the 

corn growing regions of the Dominion. 

One evening was spent with Baillie-Orohman who 
had been shooting big game in the Territory of Idaho. 
Poindexter and Orr drove in 1882 a herd of 4,500 cattle 
from the territory to the Canadian ranches in a journey 
of ninety days. They gave Hill the benefit of their ex- 
perience of thirty years in breeding cattle and claime 
that overstocking had destroyed the grass and had com- 
pelled them to move their herds. Hill strongly advised 

»4 Alexander Stanley Hill. From Home to Home, or 

L OJey Ranch Company by James Roderick Craig. Rn.r*m# Lords 
and Commons or Twenty Tears on the Range. 
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cooperation in the cutting and storing of hay against 
the heavy storms and long winters. 

To his English readers he gave advice on personal 
clothing and equipment for ranch work. Buffalo robes 
were excellent but were passing away ; a flabby hat was 
recommended for summer and a fur cap in winter; flan- 
nel underclothing and worsted socks and stockings were 
named ; felt boots and moccasins were best in winter and 
high boots in other seasons ; buckskin gloves and mittens 
he regarded as an “absolute necessity” ; a belt should be 
worn to carry the cowboy’s knife and matches. “A six- 
shooter is, I am happy to say, no necessity with us.” 

A hotel landlord at Billings, he found, protested 
against the town’s reputation for lawlessness by declar- 
ing that only three or four killings had taken place in 
it since the coming of the railroad ten weeks before. 
Among its 3,000 Hill saw drinking and faro and poker 
playing night and day but little disorder and lawless- 
ness. Good and evil were more or less present in any of 
the cow towns and discoverable according to the visitor’s 
inclinations. The scum of westward floating population 
was usually on the surface. The quiet, industrious work- 
ers of the frontier towns were not generally found at 
billiard tables and in poker rooms. 


The atmosphere of the cattlemen’s frontier pervades 
the accounts of his long stage and horseback journeys 
over the Montana ranges. Indians, whiskey traders, 
drinking, good and bad food, the long distances from his 
ranch to Fort Benton and to Miles City, squaws, Mexi- 
cans, and high prices receive his varying comments. 
“Bull dog flies,” cowboy gambling, cattle stealing, 
“snow-blinding,” Chinooks, low temperatures, fur- 
traders, prairie lands — these are other elements of the 
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picture during the eighties. He is equally impressed by 
the quick healing of gunshot wounds and by the pro- 
fanity of Montanans. “Do you think,” ran one man^s 
protest against work on the Sabbath, “1 am going to 
work day and night, Sundays and week days like a * 
telegraph post.” 

“Pony Bill,” a cowboy slender in size rather than in 
range experience, offered advice on brands and branding 
irons. Figures and letters were easily changed. “Did 
it never strike you,” he asked, “that H.K. can be juggled 
up into B.R.?” Select a plain, simple brand that can 
easily be seen at a distance. Register and advertise your 
brand. Keep a note book and in it set down all brands 
you have memorized. An animal with an unknown 
brand appearing in a herd should invite immediate at- 
tention. After asking and asking about the mark, he 
advised, try to discover the name of the owner, and mail 
him a post card at once. 

But such advice was, if observed, a severe tax on 
memory and honesty in days when many thousands of 
brands were owned. In the office of the secretary of state 
of Colorado in 1885 were books bulging with about 
12,000 brands. Two hundred and fifty combinations 
were built on the letter “H”; one hundred and fifty on 
each of the letters “C” and “D.” The Prairie Cattle Com- 
pany owned nearly forty brands. Other brands in endless 
variety represented a turkey track, crow’s feet, a spear, 
a pitchfork, spades, an anvil, an arrow, a cannon, a boat, 
and scissors. Trained eyes might recognize saddle-bags 
or a pistol in brands but how could a man be expected to 
see a wineglass seared on a steer’s flank or hip? *** 


DaU, Drovers Jeumat. September 8 . *882 ; “Stock Braads" in the 
PntUt CkUftmin io Daily Druvers Joarnal. October aj, *885; CalaraJ* 

Bramd Book. 
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Copper branding irons “Pony Bill” regarded as better 
than those of wrought iron because they retained the heat 
longer. The thinner the iron the more quickly it could 
be heated. The faces of the iron should be smooth and 
the edges sharp and square to make a more lasting and 
a distinct brand. Rusty irons should not be used nor time 
wasted in using those not hot. “The longer the handle 
the less apt you are to make a nasty fry out of your 
fingers.” 

Heat the iron to rich red glow, shake oflp the ashes, 
“and slap her on and let her burn. Rock the brand to 
and fro, bearing hard on it and setting in all sharp and 
square.” The hip, the cheek of the rump, the jaw, the 
shoulder, and the neck were all good places for the scar, 
but no place afforded such a broad, smooth room for a 
brand as the hind quarter and the side near the backbone. 

“Finally, regarding the branding, remember that the 
brand claims the brute, and indistinct brands lead to 
disputes, ill feeling, and sometimes to fighting and kill- 
ing.” 

“There is not the slightest element of uncertainty in 
cattle raising.” Thus wrote Walter Baron von Rich- 
thoven in his book. Cattle Raising on the Plains of North 
America, published in 1885 and dedicated to the cattle- 
men of Colorado where he had lived for many years.®*® 
He estimated that English capitalists alone had invested 
$14,000,000 in the range cattle industry. Six Scottish 
companies were named, with shares varying from 42,000 
to 4,500. Losses in cattle came through sickness, killing 
by railroads, extreme cold and lasting snows, straying 
into other herds, and from theft. “There are no risks 
beyond losses arising from natural causes, which can be 

Richthoven, Cattle Raising on the Plains of North America. 
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calculated down to a percentage per a nn u m , and none 

arising from speculation.” 

“The Existing Cattle Companies are Prosperous, and 
New Ones Are Constantly Being Formed” is the title 
of chapter X. Eleven Texas firms were named and in the 
dividend records of many cattle corporations the Pow- 
der River Cattle Company alone was without a divi- 
dend earned in 1885. The value of the grazing lands he 


put down at one and one-quarter million dollars. Seven 
factors producing “immense profits” were noted: the 
natural increase of cows, the increase of steers, the yearly 
advance in weight, profits from the improvement of 
the herds, the future increase in the value of the beef, the 
advance in the value of the pastures, and the profits in 
raising one’s own bulls. 

The baron also painted the virtues of Denver : “West- 
ern people are hospitable, open-hearted, and liberal. 
So one may find in those western plains the noblest ex- 
amples of manhood.” The president of the Colorado 
Cattle Growers’ Association had invited foreign capi- 
talists to come to the Colorado pastures. “The cattle 
business and land ownership,” he wrote, “may become 

land monopolies, as railroads and telegraph monopolies 

» A ...1 thf^ harnh ouoted the famous 


advice of Horace Greeley. 

The book was an immigration tract, a volume with the 
language of a chamber of commerce wiA adroit figures 
and illustrations. It had more of gullibility than of de- 
ception. The book contained little about the comparative 
merits of agriculture or mining and there is no viMon 
of the impending exhaustion of the plains grasses. The 
author painted nothing of the “romantic” or picturesque 
side of stock raising nor of the colorful side of the life 
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of the herders. It is a description prosaic and material 
without any hints of the coming avalanche of settlers or 
of falling markets. 

Reginald Aldridge, influenced by accounts of the 
western ranges in the English magazine, The Field, 
embarked in the ranching business for about six years 
during the seventies and eighties.”^ His herds were 
pastured successively in Kansas, Colorado, the Indian 
Territory, and in Texas. He was a type of Englishman 
who combined ranching, hunting, travel, and outdoor 
adventures. Just before him had passed the buffalo bone 
pickers but on his ranges he felt the increasing pressure 
from the farmers and small stockmen. 

A holiday, sportive vein runs through his story. One 
winter was spent in a Kansas dug-out with a fireplace. 
The winter of 1879-1880 for over three months was 
unusually severe and Aldridge saw long lines of cattle 
“in single file travelling along before the wind.” The 
monotony of line-riding was broken by calf-branding. 
Prairie fires, stampedes, range-straying, “cutting out,” 
shipments to Kansas City, and long journeys to get pro- 


visions at frontier towns are noted in his account. On 
winter evenings “we used to pile up the blazing logs, 
sing songs, and forget the weather outside. I cannot say 
there was any great musical talent displayed, but the 
performers enjoyed these extempore concerts, and there 
was no audience to criticize.” 


A herd of sleek steers browsing in lush grass and 
guarded by a faithful cowboy with a background of 
picturesque scenery is the frontispiece of General James 
S. Bris bin’s The Beef Bonanza; or How to Get Rich 

Reginald Aldridge, Ranch Nptes in Kantas, Colorado, the Indian Ter- 
ritory and Northern Texas. 
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on the Plains.^ The picture gives the tone to the volume 
and its title the purpose. The general had for twelve years 
been a resident of the plains and gave his “impressions, 
which shall at least have the merit of being honest” 

The book, issued in i88i, is a curious jumble of dull 
inventories of stock, the successes of “catde kings,” long 
lists of Texas drovers, testimony quoted from governors 
and army officers, and psalm-like descriptions of re- 
sources and scenery. Figures and calculations over five 
and six year periods all resulted in the high percentage 
of “profits.” As Erasmus Beadle’s dime novels con- 
tributed little to the factual side of western history, so 
the general’s book added little to the economics of the 
cattle range industry. 

Theodore Roosevelt’s Hunting Trips of a Ranchman 
and Ranch Life and the Hunting Trail are descriptions 
of his experiences of two or three years on the ranges 
of Dakota and eastern Montana.^ These accounts, even 
without the later high fame of the author, retain the 
qualities of first hand observation, honest effort, youthful 
devotion, and an almost idyllic love for the scenes. In 
the first issue in 1 885 he saw ranching as a phase of life 
as “fascinating as it is evanescent.” In the other his pleas- 
ure has been tempered with the lament of prophecy : “In 
its present form stock raising on the plains is doomed, 
and can hardly outlast the century.” 

Grass, water, and shelter, he advised, were the three 
essentials for a range. Profits were sometimes great but 
the chances for large losses were great also. Texas fever, 
prairie fires, the granger, the sheep owner, overstocking, 

2*8 Brisbin, The Beef Bomanxa; or How to Get Rich on the PUims. 

*** Roosevelt^ HuMtiMg Trips of 0 R^MchnssM Aod RMseh I^fe omA the 

Hmmiimg Trmil. 
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and hard winters — all were felt and noted by Roosevelt. 
Writing in the fall of 1886 of the overstocking of the 
ranges of the Little Missouri he predicted a winter that 
would understock the northwestern ranges by killing 
off about one-half of the cattle. His fear was realized 
that winter in losses that became historic to the cattle- 
men as well as tragic to the herds. 

Two Texas cowboys once spent a few days with Roose- 
velt as noted in his book. Although unknown to him 
even by name, they had learned of his strayed horses, 
and, after a twenty-four hour search, had returned to 
him the missing animals. Both boys complained of the 
severe winter and longed to return to the South. But 
their cloudy account of a “small civil war” in a New 
Mexican county indicated why they remained in the 
Bad Lands and why Roosevelt never learned their 
names. Around the camp fire glow their conversation 
touched only the routine subjects of cow camps. A bunch 
of steers — a few Hash Rnife four-year-olds and some 
young immigrant cattle had been seen; a stray horse 
with a blurred brand had joined the saddle ponies ; the 
red F.V. cow mired in the mud had been pulled out 
and then charged upon her rescuers ; Sawback, an old 
mule, was recovering from the effects of a rattlesnake 
bite; Bronco Jim had been bucked off by a big, bald- 
faced, sorrel Oregon horse, and his face smashed in; 
a rumor was current that the vigilantes had given notice 
“to quit” to two men whose horses included a large num- 
ber of different brands — most of them blurred. Then 
the conversation became more personal and Roosevelt 
agreed to post their two letters - “evidently the product 
of severe manual labor.” Each was addressed to a girl 
and for the final hour the bearer of the two love tokens 
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was given an unreserved account of the girls* charms 
and virtues. 

Of the frontier types that thronged the cow towns, 
Roosevelt regarded the cowboy as the most important 
In the small towns the cowboy balls were held as the 
round-up passed near. Conducted with decorum the 
ball was directed by a master of ceremonies “chosen 
with due regard to brawn as well as brain.” Roosevelt 
once opened such a ball with a partner whose husband, in 
dancing the lanciers, knew all the steps far better than 
did the young New Yorker. 

But long hours and the dreary monotony of day- 
herding and line-riding made up much of the life on 
the ranges. “Ranching is an occupation like those of 
vigorous, primitive pastoral peoples, having little in 
common with the humdrum, workaday business world 
of the nineteenth century ; and the free ranchman in his 
manner of life shows more kinship to an Arab sheik 
than to a sleek city merchant or tradesman.” 

The many rooms of Roosevelt’s home ranch house 
of hewn logs were filled with pelts and other hunting 
trophies. Before the burning pine logs in the fireplace 
his men played checkers or chess or possibly read books 
from the shelves filled with the works of Parkman, 
Irving, Cooper, Lowell, and Poe. Nearby stood hay 
ricks, sheds, and a stable, and a fenced-in garden fur- 
nished potatoes and other vegetables. Unlike most other 
ranches his ranch kept two or three milch cows and some 
hens. At his table were served elk meat, bread, bowls 
of milk, eggs, venison, antelope steak, prairie chicken, 
butter, plums, and tea or coffee. Occasionally the wall- 
eyed pike and the catfish varied the fare. 

Such facilities and conveniences were somewhat ex- 
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ceptional as they were on the ranch of Henry S. Mudge, 
another Harvard graduate.®®® His ranch established in 
1880 not far from Dodge City in Kansas, had twelve 
miles of fencing and contained about 10,000 acres. An 
editor on a visit noted four pastures, range cattle, milch 
cows, pure bred and graded Durham bulls, millet and 
bluestem hay, sorghum, and sacks of wheat, rye, and 
oats. The ranch house resembled a club house with its 
dairyman, a bookkeeper, and two cooks. A Chickering 
piano, a fireplace, pipes, tobacco, cigars, English and 
American magazines and newspapers, and a well- 
stocked library - these articles indicated a ranching es- 
tablishment marked by pleasure and comfort rather than 
by the rough work of the business. 

In contrast to the leisure and charms of the ranch on 
the Little Missouri and on that of Mudge, is the picture 
of a ranch as depicted by a Kansas herder. *®‘ Buffalo 
grass and blue joint furnished the food for the cows, 
the two-year-olds, yearlings, and calves during the day 
until they were driven into the corral for the night. The 
ponies were picketed with long ropes and saddles, blan- 
kets, and bridles were hung on pegs near the corral bars. 
An early breakfast for the herders consisted of corn- 
dodgers or baking-powder biscuits, fried bacon, and 
strong coffee without milk or sugar. Then the corral 
bars were let down and the cattle filed out over the trails 
to their feed grounds where they spread out. The ani- 
mals when sated at ten o’clock were browsed toward the 
watering place. After lying down to rest for two or 
three h ours the stock spread out again to feed. As the 

Kansas Cowboy, October i8, 1884. 

Garden City [Kas.] Paper, June 5, 1879, aa reprinted from the 
New York Sun, 
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sun got lower the herd was turned to graze toward the 

corral. At dusk the bars were put up, the ponies were 

staked, supper was cooked and eaten, and the herders 
went to bed. 

During the long hours of herding the cowboys some- 
times played “seven-up,” staking the pennies of one 
pocket against those of another. On the range the herders 
built piles of stones for watch towers. On these they could 
stand to gaze over a swell in the prairie or into a ravine 
and thus save long rides to detect strays from the herd. 
This routine, unrelieved by hunting or by reading, was 
broken by the round-ups, the branding work, and by in- 
frequent visits to the frontier towns. 

Most of the contemporaries of the frontier pictured 
the American cowboy but a lesser number did justice to 
his constructive influences. Later, nearly all annalists of 
his era enlarged the picture but many transgressed reali- 
ties to make him the Alkali Ike of the paper backs, or 
without his consent, the hero in fiction and tragedy and 
on the screen. Perhaps no other frontier personage - 
save the American Indian — has received descriptive 
adjectives in such numbers, and, in such innocence. 
Roosevelt, who knew the cowboy and would not have 
disavowed his place in cowboyship, variously employed 
thirty terms to denote the starkly masculine qualities he 
saw in this frontier type.*®* 

But very diflferent traits were exposed by George W. 
Romspert after his long wagon tour over the plains. 
In his book issued by the United Brethren Publishing 
Company,*®* he is astonished at the “almost unexcep- 

302 Cf. Branch^ The Cowboy and his Interpreters. 

308 George W, Romspert, The Western Echo: a Description of the W estem 
States and Territories of the United States as Gathered in a Tour by Wayon. 
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tionably bold, bestial, and immoral character of these 
creatures of the broad western plains/’ These “savages,” 
he warned, “will run a dirty cook out of camp.” “There 
are many social glasses drank” and in the feuds there 
were seldom less than four or five killed. “But oh 1 how 
those cowboys curse the tenderfeet.” After inducing a 
tenderfoot to mount a bucking horse, “the boys are 
usually slow about going to help a walloped tenderfoot, 
for fear he will not die if he is helped.” 

But neither Robin Hood nor Buffalo Bill attained 
the marksmanship conceded to the cowboy by Roms- 
pert. “They will make him stand still and hold out his 
hand, and then try to shoot between his fingers, or shoot 
a hole through his ears, or see how closely they can shoot 
to the top of his head by shooting through his hat. . . 
There is not much danger until they get pretty full and 
want to make too fine a shot, such as shooting between 

the flesh and skin, and then the thing is too fine to be 
pleasant.” 

To Joseph G. AdcCoy the early Texas cowboy was 
far from a romantic figure. He lived hard and worked 
hard ; he had little, if any, taste for reading but enjoyed 
the blood and thunder stories. “He enjoys a coarse practi- 
cal joke or a smutty story ; loves danger but abhors labor 
of the common kind^ never tires riding, never wants to 
walk, no matter how short the distance he desires to go. 
He would rather fight with pistols than pray; loves 
tobacco, liquor and women [more] than any other trin- 
ity. . . He enjoys his pipe, and relishes a practical joke 
on his comrades, or a corrupt tale, wherein abounds 
much v ulgarity and animal propensity.” •** 

McCoy, Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade of the IFest and South- 

wsi, xo> II. 
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The creditable exceptions to the hard drawn pic- 
tures of the cowboys in the cow towns were many. “Wc 
are a melancholy-looking crowd when at dawn one chill 
October morning, we turn our backs on the seductive 
charms of Dodge City, with swollen heads and shrunken 
purses. We have nothing before us but the long dreary 
winter months, which will be spent in cheerless dug- 
outs, line-riding, repairing fences and corrals, killing 
wolves, and turning the heavy drift of cattle, which 
must inevitably take place, as much as possible off our 
range.” ““ But the twenty-four hours spent in saloons, 
in gambling dens, and in dance halls with wretched 
music brought not only insolvency to the cowboy but ill 
repute to his kind for the other days of the year. 

Observers were almost unanimous in mentioning the 
low wages and the improvidence of cowboys. McCoy 
in 1874 gave the monthly wages of Texans as from 
$15 to $20. A higher scale prevailed in the north and 
William T. Hornaday declared that on the Montana 
ranges the wages should be $200 instead of $4^>* In * 
later year the manager of the Oxley Ranch Company 
related that Jess, one of the cowbo3^, paid $85 for a 
saddle, $20 for a bridle, $15 for spurs, and $15 for a 
lariat. “I have seen some of my men with sombreros 
costing $85. These would come from San Francisco, 
rigged out with a heavy silver cord, etc.” To Alexander 
Stanley Hill, the dark and sad feature in the lives of 
cowboys was the sudden loss of a year s earnings to a 
professional gambler. Hundreds of dollars were squan- 
dered in the poor excitement of an evening at euchre, 
faro, or draw poker. With his ready money gone “he has 

Western Ranche,” in the Fortmigktlf Rtvuv 


808 Bauinann, "On a 
(1887), TOI. 23.V11, S*^-533* 
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nothing to live upon but ‘jawbone,’ i.e. credit, and to 
‘call his jaw,’ i.e. live on credit, till he has got further 
employment and wages.” 

That the food was bad on the ranges became almost 
a proverb to eye-witnesses and mouth-witnesses. McCoy 
testified that corn bread, mast-fed bacon, and coffee 
made up nine-tenths of the diet of Texas cowboys. Each 
drank one or two quarts of the strongest, inky colored 
coffee without sugar or cream. One rider listed a daily 
fare of bread, coffee, sow-belly, larrup (treacle), and 
onions. Hornaday found a brief note left in a dug-out 
on the Montana ranges. “May 6th. — Arrived here. Lone- 
some as , but a good supper. Buffalo hump and 

onions.” A trail foreman of a later period expended his 
allowance for provisions for delicacies along the trail 
but charged the outlay to potatoes. But a rigid inspection 
of his figures indicated that each cowboy had consumed 
a daily ration of twenty pounds of that vegetable I “Al- 
most every known law of physiology and hygiene,” com- 
mented a Colorado doctor on the cowboy’s life and fare, 
“may be persistently violated, and yet the transgressor 
seems to thrive thereby.” 

The old cattlemen’s frontier was submerged by the 
great waves of settlers, small farmers and ranchmen, 
sheepmen, and homesteaders. These advancing in the 
eighties and nineties, engulfed the cattlemen who had 

McCoy, Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade of the West and South- 
^est, lo, II ; William T. Hornaday, **The Cowboys of the Northwest,** in the 
Cosmopolitan (18S7), vol. u, 219-233; Craig, Ranching wih Lords and Com* 
mons, 89; Hill, From Home to Home, 255-256. 

McCoy, Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade of the West and South- 
naest, 10; Baumann, “On a Western Ranche,** in the Fortnightly Rg^eno 
(1887), XLVU, 5*^"533 f Hornaday, ‘*Th€ Cowboys of the Northwest,** in the 
Cosmopolitan (1887), vol. n, 219-233; J. Evens Haley, The XIT Ranch of 
Texas and the Early Hays of the Llano Estacado, 142. 
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been but the spray thrown far in advance of the crest of 
these tides. Transitory as it was, the cattlemen’s frontier 
was the most picturesque and perhaps the most Ameri- 
can of America’s frontiers, and the horsemen who in- 
vaded this vacant empire dismounted not without regret 

“We who have felt the charm of the life,” wrote 
Roosevelt about fifty years ago, “and have exulted in its 
abounding vigor and its bold, restless freedom, will not 
only regret its passing for our own sakes, but must also 
feel real sorrow that those who come after us are not to 
see, as we have seen, what is perhaps the pleasantest, 
healthiest, and most exciting phase of American ex- 
istence.” Forty years later an old cowboy was driving 
and walking about the streets of Cheyenne. He pointed 
to sites where had been enacted the life and scenes of a 
bygone era. “Yes,” he mused, “the cowboy is gone. The 
old range life has disappeared and will never return. 
If I knew a country where it would, I’d go there if I had 
to go in a canoe.” 

The old range rider voiced the lament of his departed 
youth and — his memories of a vanished American 
frontier. 
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CATTLE BRANDS 


OWNED BY MEMBERS 



CHIOAQO; 

The/.W. V", 


mt, 



This book of brands, published pursuant to a resolu- 
tion of the Wyoming Stock Growers* Association, by 
subscription, embraces the membership of that association 
with the exception of a small number who have failed 
to respond to the applications of the Committee. Nearly 
sufficient funds have been subscribed to cov^er the cost of 
a second edition which will probably be issued in the 
Spring of 1884. It is suggested that in the interval those 
desiring their brands included in the next edition should 
file with the Committee their applications. The delay in 
the issue of this edition has been occasioned by the tardy 
response of a considerable number of the subscribers to 
the work. In consideration of difference of usage as to 
the reading of Earmarks, we designate on the title page 
the usage adopted in this publication. 

A, T. BABBITT, ] 

F.E. WARREN, Icommittee. 
PHILIP DATER,J 

Cheyenne, September, 1882. 



Wyoming Stock Growers' association 


SPARKS R TlNSCf (Benda Brands)* 



P. O. Address, 

Bange, Goose Creek sad Thou* 
sand Springs Valley, Ner. 
Brand, same as cat, left side; 

^lefthlp; j [)3 

any part of 


anioud* 



SPARKS A Tunanr^ 



P. O* Address, 

Bangs, Lodge Foie Gre^, 
Wyoming and Neb. 

Brand, Cattle, same as eat, on 
left Bhoalder,. lu^ ap on 

tolmal. 

Horses branded 
on left thi^ 



JOHN SPARKS 



P. O. Address, Cbeyenne, 
Wyoming. 

Bange, Lodge Pole al vicinity 
Brand, Cattle, same as eat 


on either side or hip. 


Horses branded 
left thif^ 




6 


MABSH * OOOPEB* 



P. O. Address, Lewnie CUj» 
Wyoming. 

Benge, Lsnixde Pl^s end 
Bock Creek, Wyoming. 
Bnnd, seme es eni on leA 

skonlder ; IL ri^t 
mde. Also 


BECKWITH, <tUIHlT 



P. 0. Address, £TeBBiOB,Wyo 
Benge, Beer Birer, 50 mile 
norih of EreneUm, nee 
Saooor Springs Rencke. 
Brend, GeUle, seme es ooi 
left aide. 7 inch Itfend 


elao 




left thigh; O ®“ l*^**^**** •*"* 



Bore, 

Omhft,K«bw 



Benge^ Anttf ope end C3iey* 
enne, nortk of Nortk FleUe 

Birer. 

Brend, seme ea ooi on Wt 
aide. 
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Wroimio Svoox Amociatxok. 


8WAH * FRJlNK LITE STOCK CO. 


A» H. Swam, Supft. 



P« O. Addresf, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. 

Bange, Sabile, Ohng and Lar- 
amie Plain*. 

Brand, eame as cut, on left 
Bide and hip. Earmark, 



(7T =) 5 TY H ASH 20 
T «A 26 H 


NATIONAL CATTLE CO. 


A. H. Swan, Sapt 



P. O. Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming Ter. 

Range, Korth Chug. 

Brand, same as cut, left side. 


earmark 

also 



LL60 


0< F OR CAR Y 


W« C. IBYINE A J. H. FOBO. 



P. O. Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyo. 

Range, Old Woman Creek. 

Brand, same as cut, on left 
side. 


s 


^Ttomino Stock Gbowsbs’ Associatioii. 


LUKE YOaRHEES A GO. 

P. O. Address, Gheyexme, 
Wjoramg* 

Range, Head of Rmuiing 
Water and Rawhide Buttes, 
Laramie Co., Wyoming 
Brand, Cetile, same as cat, on 
left side and both sides; 

also own GV on both 

sides ; GV on left bip, and 200 on left side; also 919 

96 MP Lisi VL Horses branded GV 



on 


left shoulder ; also 



on left hip. 


CHAS. P. MOTLEY. 



r. O. Address, Laramie (Sty, 
Wyoming. 

Range, Laramie Plains. 

Brand, same as cat, also X 

"M F f^Jockiy 
■ ^ xL/ Saddto 

on some OaUIe and Horsea* 



H. B. KELLEY. 

P. Address, Cbngwater, 
Wyoming. 

Range, Chugwater, 

Brand, Cattle brands same 
as cat on any part of ani* 


Horae brand, on left shoo der. 


mal; also owns ^3 

31 



Wtoioko Stock Gbowbbs* Assogiatzoit. 
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STUB0I8, 600DELL A CO. 

P. O* AddrM, Cbe/enne^ 
Wyomiog. 

Range. Oosben’a Hale and 
Cbejenne BiTer. 

Brand, same aa cal. on left 

hip; S on right; wattle 

on left side of neck ; 
on left bip and side, wattle on nose; on left aide and hip 

STURGIS A LANE. 

P. O. Address, Cheyenne^ 
Wyotoiny. 

Bange, Gosben’s Hole and 
Cheyenne River, Wyo. 
Brand, same as cut on left 
side* 




I 




Earmark 



Ml aide and hip ; -"U 


on left side and bip ; \B on leA» 


aide and bip. Horses branded 



on left bip or side. 


GOLDSCHHIDT A FISHER. 

P* O* Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyo. 

Range, Brldger's Ferry, 
Shawnee Creek and Lost 
Springs, north side North 
Platte Biver. 

Brand, same as cut. Horses 
branded same as cut on 



left hip. Also owns cattle branded - and |1/S|| 
Earmarks of Toansr stock, cron the left. oeerBloM the ri»hi. 


10 


1^701010} SvooK Obowebs^ Absociatidh; 


JAMES A. JACKSOir. 



F. O. AddreWy Bawlim, W jo* 
Baoge, Sweet TValer,Wyo, 
BraadSf same as eat on left 


dde; 2Z on 
side; both on same ani* 



mal; . also 
sides. 



on both 


KASD^ BRICIQS & C0« and BOSTON LITE STOCK CO* 



F. O* Address, Chejenne^ 
Wyoming. 

Eange, Snake BiTer and Ban- 
nock Creek, Idaho, and 
Sweetwater and Platte 
Birer. 

Brands, same as eat on right 


aide; also ox on left aide, and 


on right aide ; 



on both sides; Pro on left aide ; 


on right side; al^o O and on left aide. 


CBEIOHTON M 00* 



T* O. Address, Antelope, 
Nebraska. 

Range, Horse and Pumpkin 
Creeks. 

Brands, same as eat, tr 
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WTOKuro Stock Gbowsbs’ AsBOcxATxoif. 



HARRIS * CLETEIfORR* 



P. O. Address, Wm. Harris, 
M. D.j Laramie Citj, Wjo., 
or J. M. Clerenger, Buff- 
alo, Wyoming. 

Range, Clear Creek and Crazy 
Woman, Wyoming. 

Brand,, Cattle, same as cut, 
on any pari of animal. 
Horses on left bip. 


BENJAMIN, WEATER A CO. 



P, O. Address, Fort Fetter^ 
man, Wyoming. 

Range, North Platte Hirer, 
Sage, Lightning and Box 
Creeks. 

Brand, same as cut, on any 
part of animal. 


Earmark 



Also own vH ^ TT V 


Horses and Mules branded 
left bip. 


on left shoulder, or 



on 


STODDARD, LAFHAH A HOWARD. 

P. O. Address, 
Wyoming. 
Range, Powder 
Crasywoman, 
Creek Forks 




Buffalo, 


Hirer and 
and Clear 
of Powder 

Hirer. 

Brands, same as cut, H-X 


n H ^ c? ^ « XH 
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HOBEIOir, FBEWBH ft CO. 



F* O. Address, Powder Biter, 

WjrOQiiBg. 

Baage,. Powder Biter sad 
Graiijwoiiuui, Wyo* 


Brands, same as eol, also 

-<v 



H. J. WIMBSOB. 



wattle on left bind qnarter. 


P. O. Address, Powder Biter, 
Wyoming* 

BangOiMiddle Fork of Powder 
Biter and tribal aries. 
3rsnd, same as cat, on left 

hip; N on left jaw* 

Earmark ■ 

Gslres branded V on both aid 



POLLABD ft CO. 



P. O* Address, Fort lAramie, 
Wyoming. 

Bange, Laramie Biter, bdow 
moatb of Chagwater and on 
Deer Ckeriu 

Brand, OatUe, same as oat, on 

bolb sides, JSC- 


bolb aides. Yoong stock branded PC on left side; C 


OB loft hip. Eormork 



HofMO bnadoA 


P 


on left hip. 


Wtomiho Stock Obowbbb* A880oi4tioii 


IS 


CATTLE CO. 

P. O. Address^ Cbajmiae^ 
Wyoming. 

Range, Lance Creek nod 
▼ioittily. 

Brand, all young Cattle are to 
be branded same an out on 
left side, J| 

Q^/\|"on left Side m Lw 


on left side or hip 





der, side or thigh, waddle left jaw ; 

/\ behind left shoulder, 




OTO on left aide, behind shoulder, on hip, 

left side, old sfoo^. on neck, y behind shoolder, y 

behind 

/F 


on hip, left side, young stock 


shoulder. 


on left side; 




on thigh, left side, 


on left shoulder or thigh, 


M 0 on left side or hip, d 



side or 




T on left 


WESTERN LITE STOCK GO. 

P. 0* Address, F« S« Lusk, 
Gen*l Manager, Denrer, Col. 
Range, Indian Creek and Run* 
ning Water. 

Brand, same as cut, left side 
and hip. 

Earmark 




and chill wattle. Also own 



NO LN 

WC -L JT & * K5i Wf o<l 



u 


IL Jm 

P« O. Address^ Fart FetUr> 
waJXf Wyoming. 

Eooge, L» Prello Cre^, near 
Fort Fetiermnn, Wyoming, 
Brand, Bame as oni, left side. 



HorooBj^^branded hipw 
•hooUer. 



HAKDDf, 


CAMPBELL A CfK 

P. O. Address, Bingbsm, 
Tongne Rirer, Wyoming. 
Range, Tongae Rirer and 
Wolf Creek. 


Brand, Cattle, same as cat, on 


any part of animal. Horses 


braaded 

shoulder. 


on 


left 



HDHTEB A BEB8MAIL 



P. O. Address, Cheyenne, 


Wyoming. 

Range, Skull and Beaver 
Creeks, Laramie Go. 

Brand, same as eni. Bar- 


mark 




ttEO* A. KEEUNE. 



F. O. Address, Gottneil BlnEli, 
Iowa* and Fori LananlOp 
Wyoming. 

Bango, North aido Plaile 
BiTer, between Forte Laar> 
amie and Fetteiman. 

Braodf same ae out* All 
Cattle branded both eidee* 


GEQ. KEELINE A SON* 



P* O* Address, Connoil BlolEi, 
Iowa, and Fori Laramie, 
Wyoming. 

Bange, North aide Flatle 
BiTer, between Forte lam- 
aie and Feitexman. 

Brand, same aa out. Sar- 



AU caitle branded both aidae. 


GEO. 



t* EONS. 

P. O. Addreaa, Connoil Blnflb^ 
Iowa, and Fort Laxainie, 
Wyoming. 

Range, North aide of Platie 
Birer, between Forts Lara- 
mie and Fetterman. 

Brand, aame aa oot^ eallad 
hog eye. 

Cb tfl e branded both eidea. 






4 




^ M f ! I « 1 M A H t 1 ^ ! M : * 



r (C*'. : ^ 


^ ny riK*»THi 



t •- 


• - 1 ' 


iHi W • 


• t 


;* ABSOOXATIOir 


IV 



A. B. BAIXOU* 



P. O. Address^ 

Wyoming. 

Range, Hendwatera* Grow 
Creek. 

Brand, same as cat; alee 

XV ABB 


III on Idp; also 



Young stock, branded 





Horses branded 


XV 


a F. COFFEE. 



Horses branded ^ on left hip. 


P. O. Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. 

Range, Hat Creek, North* 
west comer Nebraska, 
Brand, Cattle branded same 
as cat, on either side. 




ANDREW GILCHRIST. 



P. O. Address, Ch^yemie^ 
Wyoming. 

Range, Crow Greek, Wyb. 
Brand, same as cat ; also 



IS 


HEfIBT Km BLAIR. 



P. 0. AddreM^ Ch«7«iiie» 
Wjomiag. 

BftnKt, Powder Birer, Wyo- 
ming. 

Brenda, Gettle btmnded same 
as cat, on left aide. Young 
stock frain 1882 branded 
on botb sides. 


Also own 1C on left aide, near shoulder ; ^ on left tU^* 

Cattle in u brand hare waddle on nose. 44 on left side* 

Otae in this brnod slso branded 04 Esxmnrk on ^ 


brand 



Horses branded ^ on left hip. 


J. L. ATKINSON. 



P. O. Address, Evanston, 
Wyomitig. 

Range, Bear Hirer, south of 
ETanston, Wyoming. 
Brands, CatUe, same as cot. 
Horses and Aloles, 
left shoulder. 



6E0B6E W. BAXTEB. 

P.O. Address. Fori Wsshnkie, 
Wyoming. 

Bsnge, Qmss Creek. SweM* 
wBter Co., Wyemiag. 
UmbiI. assfie so eat: else. 


IL LU 




ALLEBSOH * SPBH CXB* 

P. O. AddriM, J, O. Spencer 



Gnater Dekot*. 

Range, Jenny's Stockade, on 
old Cbejenne and Dead* 
wood Stage Road. 

Brand, same as ooi ; also, 

AKL LAV 


LAK 


Latter on right side only, hut daim brand on any 


partofanimaL Increase branded on right hip, A on right 

dde, and K on right shonldor. 


OUTBBIE, HOBD & CO* 



P« O. Address, Cheyenne^ 
Wyoming. 

Range, La Bonte and Wagon« 
honnd, Wyoming. 

Brand, Cattle, same as cat, 

<Ki both sidesj o left 

side and hip; ■u- leA side 


and hip ; 



left aide. 


W* L* WHIPPLE* 



P. O. Address, Cheyenna, 
Wyoming* 

Bangs. Cottonwood Creek 
and Laramie Rirer. 

Brand, same as ent, Qattle 
and Horses. 



20 


ETOAS BBOroOB* 




lett liip. marks 


left shoolder* 


i 




P. O. Address, Ch^aus, 
Wjo., or Ft. Bobiaspii, KA« 
BangOy kesd of Wkiis Birer 
and Upper IBobrars, Neb. 
Bread, Cattle, same as eat, 
left rfl»; 
left libs; ^ 

Hofsesaad Mries 




WHIPPLE ft SAWTEE. 



p. 0. Addims, Gbegrenss* 

Wyoming. 

Bange, Cottonwood. Credit 
and Laramie Biver. 

Brand, same as eat, on both 
mdes, or any part of aalmaL 



Horses braaded 
on shoulders. 



ATKINSON ft MAJOBS. 

P. O. Address, Ersnston, 



Wyoming. 

Buge, Bieer, south of 
Port Siode. 

Bread, Cettlo,8aiao as cut, «a 
both sides. AQ edtle add 
Tmtod on left dMaUeir 

Horeee branded 
kft shoulder. 


HL 



Wtomiivo Stock Gbowkbs* AssooiitTioir. 
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C* A. CAMPBELL. 



P, 0« Addrest, Antelop# 
Springs , Wjomiag* 

Bunge, Antelope Spzingii, 
Wyoming. 

Brand, name as out, on left 
hip or side. 


Earmark 



Rorsee branded 
hip or side. 



on left 


HARK M. CUAD. 



P. O* Address, Gamp Clark, 
Nebraska. 

Range, Pumpkin Creek, Neb. 

Brand, Cattle, same as out 
on left side and hip, with 
straight bar or rul under 
said brand on the side. 


BARTLETT RICHARDS. 



Also 




P. O. Address, Spearftsb, 
D, T 

Range, Donk^ Creek and 
IdUle Powdw Rirer. 
Brand, same as cut, both 
sides. 


Barmark 



Earmark 
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Wtokiko Stock Gbowbbs* AssooiAnav. 


BUCK * WAITB. 



P« O. Addzm, Ppor^t Budier 
Sioaz Co., Neb. 

Bftnge, Gordon Cre^ 

Bnady aa eui» on left 

side. 





TI+H 


J. HOWARD FORD. 



P 0 . Addrces, Gh^jeiiBe^ 
Wyoming. 

Range Old Women end Lenee 
Creeks, WyonuBg. 

Brand, Cattle branded same 
as out, on left inde and ldp» 



also 


F 


n 


on left side. 


FICKERDIQ ft LEWIS CA1TLE 00. 

P. o. Address, Cooper, Wyo 
Esnge. LMMnie nsiiu. A 
bany Co. 

Brands, same as eat, and -I 

on left Up oad right ride; 
+ on or near left loin. All 

road branded eitber 

w letter abo elaiin 
side. 



% 


Irik 


WxoMiKO Stock Obowkbs* AssociATioir. 


28 


A. W. HAT€N>OD« 



P. O. AddrMs, Gim&ite Caaao^ 
Wyoming. 

Hange, Grange Canon, Wyo* 
Brand, same aa cat. 


Sk F. EKMONS. 



P« O. Addreca, care B. EL 
Brewster, Cheyenne, Wyo. 
Range, Hat Creek Baam, 
Siooz County, Nehraaka. 
Brand, Cattle hranded aamo 
as cuU 


Earmark 



Horse Brand, s-e 


on 


either left ehonlder or hip* 


BLTDBJIBUBeH BROS, ft HOBCIllf. 



3 


P. 0* Address, C. £. Blyden'* 
burgh, Rawlins, Wyoming, 
and Samuel Moi^n, Warm 
Springs, 

Range, Jack Creek and Upper 
Platte. 

Brand, Cattle branded same as 
cut on both sides ; also 

both on any 
I part of anl* 

mal. 


94 


Wtoxxko Stock Gbowvbs* AssooxATioir* 


JOHN HUNTON. 



P« O. Addr€6«9 Bordesnz, 
Wyoming. 

Range, Ghngwater Creek, Wj* 
ommg. 

Brands, GkUle or Horses, same 
as cat, any part of animal ; 
Oattle or Horses, any 
part of animal, also 



CLASH Sn HUNTON. 

P. O. Address, Bordeaux, 
Wyoming. 

Range, Antelops and Dry 
Cheyenne. 

Brand, same as oat, on Cattle 
and Horses, on any pari of 
animal. 



BULLOCK A HUNTON. 



p. 0 - Address, Bordeaux, 
Wyoming. 

Hange, Chugwater Creek, 
Wyoming. 

Brand, same as cat, Cattle 
and Horses, on any part of 
animal. 


Wxoiciiia Stock Gbowsbb* Absociatxov. 



HAHHA M MeCAULBT. 

P. O* AddrM» J. W« Hmu* 
425 OftlifoniA St., Denver, 
Colorado. 

Benge, Antelope Springs, W 
oming. 

Brand, Gattle, same ae cut, on 
left side and hip ; also 

on right or left 
side or hip; also 

OXQX on left aide ; also w on left liip. 

Boraea and^ol^ on left ahoolder, also I on 

right or left aide or hip. 





& D. HDNTEB* 



P. O* Addreaa, Greeley, CoK 
Bange, White Biver, Neb. 



B. S. HOPKINS. 



P. O. Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. 

Bangs, Heads of Crow Creek. 
Brands, same as eat; also 


S6 




* OOOFEB. 

P. O. Address, dMTsnas. 
WyomiBg. 

Range, Book CreelEj Tniaale 
FlaiaSy Wjondng. 

Bread, saM ea eat, with 
^■1 doable dewlep oat down* 





Aleo own 12 12 

<K DC e 

Hones bnndsd 1 2 shooMer. 



cC C 6 


vjr 



6. H. CBOSS. 



p, O. Address, Port P«*sr« 

iBsa, Wyo. 

Baage. between In Bents 

and la Pnile CredcB. 

Brends, eeme ea col, on enj 
part of eiifiwele Bocaae 
^(panded aase oa la^t 


C006ESHALL B WIBOTR* 



p. 0. Address, Ckeyesas, 
Wyomins- 

Rjuige, Cbeyeniie Bieer, Wyn 
Brand, Oettle. mm» ss OBt,r 

jxa^e bob left «r, nsltt* 

under dda. 


Wtomiko Stock Gbowkbs* AesociATXOK. 
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■ILWAUOE A fnrOMHIG INTESTKENT CO. 

P. 0. Addr«88» Chejcnne^ 
Wjomuig. 

Range» Lanmie BiTer. 

Brand , smdo as cut., 



Ate BP 



Earmark 



REEL A BOSEHDALEb 



P. 0* Address, Che jeans, W jo. 
Bangs, sa Hans Pork, Mnd- 
dj, Qrsen Birer and tribal- 
ariea, Uinta and Sweetwater 
Gonntleo. 

Brandy same aa eat^ 
Earmarks on jonng cattle^ 



IL & TAN TA88 





lAMEB F. Bbtbov, Foranaa. 

P. O. Address, Chejenne and 

Rawhide Buttes, Wyoming 
Ter. 

Range, Rawhide Creek and 
Running Water. 

Brand, earns aa cot, left aide 

and hip, "XT left side of 


>w, both aidee. Earmark 


Horses branded VT left flank, and V' leftjw 
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Wroicnro Stock Gbowsbs’ Association. 

E. L. BAKES* 



P. O. Addrts8» Fori Feller* 
DAQ, Wjomiiig. 

BsDge« La Prelie Creeks wear 
Fori FetlemiAii. 


Brands, same as ent, left side: 



Horses, 




left shoulder 

er hip. 


JNO. B. POOB* 



CtAEK How ABO, rnrmaian 

P. O. Address, Poor’s Baneh, 
Sioux Coontj, Nebraaha. 
Bangs, indbrsra Birer, 20 
miles vest of Snake Bircr. 


Brands, same as eat, left side 
and hip. Horses same 
brand left hip. 



E. S* KEWKA5. 



P. O. Address, Pine Bidge» 
Dakota. 

Bangs, Banning Water, Kel>« 
Brands, same as eat, rig^ 

hip ; left; also sA 

on both mdes, and rv on 

left side. Earmark of 



branded left htp. 


Point of left bom eawed oft 




Wtomxno Stock Obowxbs* Asbocxatxok. 
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PLUNKET, BOCHE * CO. 

P« Addre08» Powder River* 
Wyoming. 

Bange, Powder River. 
Brands, same as cut, any part 
of nnimal. 

Horses branded EK 

left hip ; Tented under brand or on shoulder* 



oo 


E. B. THATEB. 



P. O. Address, Greeley, Weld 
Go., Colorado. 

Range, Pawnees, Weld Co., 
Colorado. 

Brand, same as cal. 





JOHN F. OOAI>« 



quarter on range stock. 


P* O* Address, Cheyenne. 
Wyoming. 

Range, Scott's Blolb, North 
Plalte Rirer, Nebraska. 
Brand, Cattle branded same 


as cut* on aide ; 


•12 


on 


hip; waddle on leR hind 


Horses branded 


■c on right shoulder* 
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Wtomiho Stock Gbowkss* Absoozasiov. 


JOHR W. COmiOL 



M both liips. Earmark, 


P« O. Addreaa, Laramie Gtj* 
Wjomlag. 

Range, Elk MoanUdn and 
Wagonhound. 

Brand, Cattle, same as eat on 
right side. 

Earmark, left ear grubbed. 
Also 00 left hip, eome 

left ear grubbed. 



Horses branded j on left shoulder. 


THE N- LIVE STOCK CO. 



P. O. Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. 

Range, Upper Crow and Pole 


Brand, same as cut, RN. 


OhL 



3K 





Earmark m 



SWAZET A REEF. 



P. O. Address, Warm Spiingi* 
Carbon Co.. Wyoming. 
Range, Upper North Platte. 
Brand, same es cut, left side ; 

also own 


JF 



on left side. 


Horses branded 



on left shonlder. 


WTOMXVO BTOOK OBOWXB8' ABSOdATIOX* 


tl 


7. TlLUKHMUr. 



P. O. Address* Fori Fetter 
men* Wjemiiig* ead Ur* 
bene* Ohio. 

Benge* North PlaHe BIt^* 
Cerbott Go.* Wjo. 

Bnnd* same as eat* 
eleo* 



J. M. TOMPKni& 



P. O. Address, Gheyenas* 
Wyoming. 

Bangs, Plaits Rirer and Horse 
Shoe. 

Brand, same as cut* also, 

Z— X 




on left hip ; 


mCKET BROTHERS. 

P. O. Address, Denrer, Colo.* 
t r Stonerille, Montana. 
Baoge, Little Missouri BlTor* 
Montana. 

Brand, Osttle branded same 
as cut, on right side, often 
gtren on both sides or hipa. 

Earmark fl 
on left ehonlder. 




LC on left side I 


on left ehonlder. Earmark 



TC hip or shonldsr 
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Wtohiko Stock Gbowbrb* Absociaxxok* 


STANDABD CATIiX CO, 

A. T, BABBirr, €e.1 Sbuf^r. E. *. AUM, AJrt 

P. 0. Address, Cheyeone^ 

Wyoming. 

Bulge, hesdwBten Chagwater 
and Horao Creeks, Wyo- 
ming. 

Brands, same as cut, on left 
shoulder and hip, or any 
part of animal. 

Earmark, following brands; 

^ "5 DS 101 H4 H VK =— 

branded o on left shonldar. Alee, Benge on Belle Fonxehe and 
Liule Powdtr Biven, Wyoming. 

P. 0. Addxeee, A. T. BebUtt. Oenerel Meneger, Cbeyenne, or 
John Wintarling, Foremen, Son Deaea, Wyonung^ 

Brend, 101 Texas cattle, left aide, Icdn or Mp. Earmark, 




Increase same brand on bath mdes. Also, 


own following brands : on left side, and SB on left jaw. 

Increase branded lOI HZ Increase branded 101 

Some gne boUs 



In pert eerraarked a 

branded z Horse brands, Z lOI 


JESSE KNIGHT. 

p. O. Address, Btanston, 
Wyoming. 

Brand, aame as eat, eii ri^t 
dioolder, and bar 
mmp, nader lai 





WyoaoKo Stock Gbowbbs' Abboozatioh. 


PRICE & JERKS. 



&nd hip or any part of aoimal 


Earmark 


or any part of animal. 


Earmark 



P. 0. Address, ChadroDt Sfoox 
Coonty, Neb. 

Ba>nge, White Rirer^ Sioox 
CooBly, Neliraska. 

Brand, same as cat, left ribs 
and hip, or any part of 
animal. Wattle in right 
flank. 

Left ribs 

ET On right ^d left ribs, 



HACKNET, WILLIAMS & CO. 



P. O. Address, Cheyenne and 
Bofialo, Wyoming. 

Range, Crazy Woman and 
Clear Fork of Powder 
Rirer, Wyoming. 

Brandi Cattle branded aame 
as out, and on left 

stide ; also, on left ahoal* 


der* Horses branded on left shoulder. 



TOM SUIT. 



P. O. Address, Rawlins, Wyo. 
Renge, Sweet Water, Wyo. 
Brands, same as cut, both 


sides. Horses, left hip • 
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WTOicmfi Stock Gbowsbs* Absociatiok. 


E. J. BEID* 



P. O. AddresSt D* P. Biuaeil^ 
Fort Bobinson, Nebnaln. 
B«nge, Afib CveA, Nebraska. 
Brand, same as cat on both 
sides. 

Earmark, yoiiiig eatUe, 




ABDOMS ft GLOTEB. 

P. 0. Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. 

BangCi north side PlatteBirer, 
between Forts Laramie and 
Fetterman, Laramie Go., 



CHAS- h« tebrt. 



P. 0. Address, Cheyenne, 


Wyoming. 

Range, Laramie County, 
Wyoming. 

Brand, same as out. 






Wtomiko Stock Gbowkbs’ Association. 


a6 


HOLDEN * STEVENS. 



P. O. Address, Baffalo Gsp, 
Custer Co., Dsk. 

Range, Horse Head A Ch^* 
enne Birer. 

Brands, same as ent, and 

on any part of 

SUQiUQQial# 


TAW 

Road Brands, 



Gl 



under half crop right ear. 


Horses branded 


TAW 


SAW TAW 


▼ent 




HENBT 6. HEAD. 



P. O. Address, Deadwood, 
Dak. 


Brands, same as cot on left 

shoulder and thigh, ImJ 
on jaw. 



t* H. KENNEDV. 



Horses, IH l)C left hip. 


P. O. Address, Fort Fetter* 
man, Wyoming. 

®*oge, Ia Prelle Creek, near 
Fort Fettennan. 


Brands, same as cut, left side^ 

IX- 




WTOvnro Stock Gbowxbs’ AsBocnAxioir. 


XATHEB * BOBDISOK CO. (Ltmitetf.) 



G. A* Gmuxscr, 9upU 

P. O. Address, Hat Creek, 
Wyo, Ter. 

Range, Cheyeime RiTer. 
Brands, same as cat (three 
nines), one each on left 
shoulder, side and hip. 



Wattle right thigh. Horses branded Idp. 


G. H. GOBLE, 



P. O. Address, Eranston, 
Wyoming. 

Bangs, 60 mUes north of 
Evanston, on Bear Greek. 
Brand, same as eat. 


F. EABinKT. 



aeroas haunches ; 


S 


left side. 


Bones, ? /\ 6 


P. O. Address, Fori Fred 
Stede, Wyo. 

Brands, same as cat on left 
side ; young stock on both 

sides; right hip; 

young stock both hips ; 
on right hip ; 



Wtoioko Stock Obowxbs* AssooiATioir. 
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IT. B. DAY18 * CO. 


P. O. Address, dieyenney 
Wyoming. 

Ranges, Hat Creek, Dakota, 
and Owl Creek, Colorado. 
Brands, same as cut, on left 
side, waddle on tail ; 

ion left side; on 

left side, with waddle on left hind leg ; o on left side of hip 
or boUt. 





NO 




on left shoulder, or O 


on 


um A 



SCOTT ft HAinL 



P- O. Address, Mandel, 
Wyoming. 

Range, Tongue ahd Little 
Powder Rivers. 

Brand, same as cut, left aide. 

in throat. 
Horses branded same. 




J. F. PEBRT. 

P- O. Address, Port Felter- 
man, Wyoming. 

Brand, same as cot, left side. 
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Wtohino Stock Gbowebs’ Associatioh* 


R. A. TOKSET. 



P. O. Address, Fort Wash^ 
kie, Wyoming. 

Range, Upper Wind Blver, 
Owl and Cottonwood 
Creeks, all in Sweetwater 
Co., Wyoming. 

Brand, same as cat; also. 


m- i X X -L 

side ; some few on both hips. Earmark, 


on left hip and 





V? 


FKAITK WALCOTT. 



P, O. Address, Beer Creek, 
Wyoming. 

Brands, same as cat, or 
VR on any part of 




left ear grabbed. 

Horse brand \R or 

VR on left thigh or lup. 




CLARK & PLUMB. 

p, o. Address, Deadwood, 

t DakoU. 

Range, Belle Fonrd»e Mid 
Crow Creek* 



Brand, same as cat, left 
shoulder, side and hip. 


Earmark 



For horses, 


V on left shoulder* 


^yoimfo Stock Gbowkbs* Assooxatxok. 
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DUBBIN BROS. 



P. O. Address, Cheyennn* 
Wyoming. 

Range, Sweetwater and Sand 
Creek, Carbon Co., Wyo- 


ming. 

Brand, same as out, left side, 
wd liglit side; earmark, 



also TON left side or any part of 


^imal. m- on eitker side. Horses branded on left hip, 
also some horses branded ur on left hip. 


PETERS & ALSTON. 



P« O. Address, Powder Hirer, 
Wyoming. 

Range, Powder Hirer and 
Bearer Creek. 

Brand, Cattle, same as cut on 
hip, neck and jaw. 



double swallow-fork left ear; 


"“FU VU UA __ 

Horses branded, KG on left bip ; also Q on left shoulder. 


ANDERSON BROS. 

P. O. Address, P. Anderson, 
Fort Collins, Colorado. 
Range, Antelope Springs, 
Wyoming. 

Brand, same as out, on left 
side and jaw. Same brand 
for horses and mules. 



40 




SEABIGHT BSOfiL 



P. Ol Addrea0« C fc ty iaM ^ 
Wjomlng. 

Bange, PoiBon Grade, Wjow 
Brand, Cattle, etme as eat; 


o 



enleftthi 


|iil on left Alp sad neck. 


GILLETTE^ STEKLUTG ft 00. 



P. 0. Address, Qree l c y , CoL 
Esnge, Northern pest CoL 

Brsads, same as eat, 70 


A T-D- Me, Upk 

or tlu^i. 

- 70 3a 



BOSLER BR01!HEBS ft 00. 



P. O. Address, Sidnej, Neh. 
Range, North Platte, north of 
OgaDala. 

Brands, seme as eat, and 
tip of li^ihon 



'Mttle on left 
aide of neck; 


vsttle on righ^ 
w side of neck ; 



left ear oC 






Wyouzno Stock Obowxbs* Associatioh. 
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M. CABEY A BBO 



P. O, Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. 

Range, North Platte Riyer, 
Carbon and Albany eon aiiea. 
Brand, same as out, anywhere 
on neat Cattle, and on left 

hip of horses ; also 


behind left shoulder on Cattle, and on left hip of Horses. 


Harks of CatCe, 
jng handle in brisket. 



underslope both ears and 


CAKEY COMPANY. 

P. O. Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. 

Range, Pole and Horse Creeks, 
Laramie Co. 

Brand, same as cut, anywhere 
on neat cattle; on 

left hip of horses ; "WM^also 

own CT TO tie 



bought of Chos. Terry. 


FERDON & BIDDLE. 



Horses branded ro left hip. 


P- O. Address^ Spearfish, 
Dak. 


Range, Belle Fourohe and 
Little Misaouri. 


Brand, same ea cut, left sidsv 
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SMITH ft A8H« 



F. O. Address, Bawlms, Keik 
Bsnge, Big Bead of Muddy 
aud FlaUe Birers* 

Brand, same as cat, on left 


Mp, w on righi mde, 

on ri^t side. 



WM. BOLAB, 



P. Q. Address, Egl>ert, Wya 
Range, Muddy Greek, Wyo. 
Brand, same as cut. 


K. B. QRAHAM ft T. B. SNIDEB. 



P. O* Address, Gheyome, 
Wyoming. 

Range, Running Water, Neb. 
Brands, same as cot, left 
sboolder and Mp ; 



left side and hip, wattle on 


left fore leg ; M both sides, wattle on left side of neck , 0-“ 
both aides ; left aide and hip ; Ilk left aide and hip, wattle 


left shoclder ; 79 left aide; a left side and right hip; 2Y 


left side ; 04 on right side ; 



left hip, and 04 


left side ; 




Wyoming Stock Gbowbbs* AssociATioir* 
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THOMAS & PAGE. 



P. O. Address, Che/eiiiie, 
Wyoming. 

Range, Cheyenne RiTer and 
Lodge Creeks. 

Brand, Cattle, same as eat 

left side ; IL on botlk 

sides ; on left and 


\ on right. 
Horses branded 


Earmark 


IT 



on left shoulder 



V. S. INDIAN BRANDS, PINE RIDGE A6ENCT, DAK* 



y. T. MoGiLLXOUOirr, Agent. 

P. O. Address, Pine Ridge 
Agency, Dakota. 

Range, Pine Ridge Reserre, 
Dakota. 

Brands, same as cot; also 

XID A 


R. A* TORRET. 

P. O. Address, Fort Washakie, 
Wyoming. 

Range, Upper Wind River, 
Owl aid Cottonwood Creeks, 
Sweetwater Co., Wyo. 

Brand, some as cut, M 

Xj X X Jj 

Brands mostly on left hip and ride; some few on both hips, 

and some of the running 77Z- on right hip. 
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F* M. PHILLIPS. 



P. O. Address, Fori Lar%- 
mie, Wyoming. 

Badge, Laramie Birer, mouth 
of Chng. 

Brand, same as cut. 


Earmark 



PBATT & FERRIS CATTLE CO. 

P. 0. Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. 

9 Bangs, North side of North 
Platte Birer, b^ow Fori 
Laramie, Baw Bide and 
Sheep Creeks ; also on 

[ Clear Fork of Powder 

Birer and Craxy Woman. 

Brands, same as cut, on any pari of animal ; small ^4 on left 
jaw. Earmark, wattle on bock pari of right 

ham^ Also on any part of animaL Double dewlap 



and ear marked M 



Also own V 



ft il-'KY any part of animal. Horses branded 
left shoulder or |J left hip. 


RANKIN BROS. 



P. O. Address, Rawlins, Wyo. 
Range, Carbon Co., Wyo. 
Brand, same as enU 


WTOicaro Stock Gsowkbs* Associatiom^ 




TAYLOR A COFFEY. 



Horses branded 


A-F 


P. O. Address, Cheycsne, 
Wyoming. 

Kange, Hat Creek Valley and 
Cheyenne Bivcr. 


Brand, Catlle, same as cat, 
anywhere on animaL 



WTOHING * MORTANA CATTLE CO. 



P.O. Address, Fort McKinney, 
Wyoming. 

Bange. Tongue Birer to Goose 
Creek, Wyoming, to Little 
Big Horn, Montana. 


Brand, same as cut 


led aide. 



E. W« BENNETT. 



P. O. Address, BawUns, Wyo. 
BMge. JmA'b Creek, Upper 
North Platte, Osrbon Go. 
Brands, Oittle, same as cot, 
left shooldcTe 

left thi^. 
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T. H. McttEE. 



P» O. Address^ Chejenitit, 

Wyoming, 

Ranges Crow Creek. 

Brandy same as cut, left dde; 

left thi^. Bax^ 
mark, jingle-bob on left ear 
and swallow fork right ear. 


E. NAGLE. 



Earmark 


P. 0, Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, 

Range, Sabille and Laramie 
Rivers. 

Brand, same aa cat, on side, 

and mule shoe on loft 

hip. 

Owner of steers branded 
ASA left side ; also of herd cattle branded AA left hip 
also herd cattle branded 71 left hip; also following brands, 

74 75 76 g or 78“ side and n®“ hip. 

CRAWFORD, THOMPSON & CO. 

P« O. Address, Eranston, 
Wyoming. 

Range, north from Evanston 
on Bear River, and North 
Wood, Johnson Co., Wyo- 
ming. 

Brands, I I on both sides on 
I I loin; also | on 
both sides on loin on eauls in Johnson Coonty. I 

Horses branded same as Cattle on left shoulder. 



47 


H3> 


WTOMXKa Stock Gbowsbs’ As&ooxatiov* 

WAID ft HDRLBUT. 

P. O. Addresa, Chayeona, 
Wyoming. 

R&nge, Sand and Dewell’s 
Creeks, nortk side of North 
PlsUe. 

Brands, same as eat, left side. 
(Cattle were previonsly 

hran^Ledi 

left sboalder or hip. 



Horses branded 


FL 



B. E. BREWSTEB, 



P. O. Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. 

Range, Duck Creek, Laramie 
Co., Wyoming. 

Brand, Cattle branded same 

as cut, right hip; 
left hip. 


Horae brand. 



left shoulder. 


B. BBEWSTEB ft CO. 



P. O. Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. 

Buge, H»t Creek Buia, 
Sioax Cooftt/, Neb. 

Bread. Oettle, aeme ee eat 
and 
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J. H. KENNEDY. 

P- O. Address, Fort Fetter* 
fnsn, Wyoming. 

Range, La Ptelle Creek, near 
Fori Fetterman. 

Brand, same os cut left side ; 

iX left side. 


Earmark. 


m \)0 


AM>REWS ft HUDSON. 



P. 0. Address, Dry Cheyenne, 
▼is Fort Fettermsn, Wyo. 
Rsnge, Duck Creek, Dry 
Cheyenne Rirer. 

Brands, same as cat ; 



crop off left ear ; also £3 



emebson bbos* 



P. O. Address^ liTormore, 
Colorado. 

Range, La Prelie Creek, near 
Fort Fetterman. Brands, 


JN 


JH, 


leftside. 


WroBOKa Stock Gbowkbs* Assooiatiok. 
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W. L. KUYKENDALL. 



P* O. Addreea, W&rm Spriii|;8^ 
Carbon Co., Wyo. 

Range, Spring Creek, Carbon 
Co,, Wyoming. 

Brand, same as cut, on both 
sides and left hip ; claim 
right to brand on any part 

of animal; also HI on 



left hip ; COB on left side ; 'SU on left side or 


part of body. Horses branded su on right shoulder; 
on left shoulder. 


any 

also 


MAT GOliDSCHMmT. 



P. O. Address, Cheyenne ^ 
Wyoming. 

Brand, same as cut ; claims 

AVH any parts of 

animals, both Cattle and 
Horses. 


HARKT7ESS & CO. 



P. O. Address, Hat Greeks 
Wyo. 

Range, Lance Creek. 

Brand, same as cut, left side 
end hip. Horses branded 



on left shoulder. 
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DATERik OOW 


P- O. Aililiaua- flMvnnii* 



mder crop left ear. 



JK B. hTSCSL 

P. O. Addreeij ^fdMj, Nibw 
Beage, Ihm Felt Greek Co 
Nortli PleClo Bhtr, ead 
from C!lerk*e Bridge dom* 
Bread, nme as cni oa ride^ 

mad nn left Up. Peri 
of herd, inefeed of T- 

braad«d T *•“* ft " JL “ 

CkUle kaee un on left nde^ ringjb devlap, ead 

bsmaded un on 



WM. OUITEBMAH. 



P. O. Addnn, CV^WM^ 

WjoniD^ 

Bulge, Bet Greek ead Ckep* 
eoae Kmt. 

Bread, «BM ea eat. 



Wtojono Stock. .Gbowsbs’ Assooiatiov* 
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E. W« WHITCOMB. 



P. O. Address^ Cbexenme, 



Eange, Hat Creek. 

Brand, same as cut; also—^T 

left side ; waddle on throat. 


Horses branded 
left ahoalder. 



H. H. & W. A. MURPHY. 



P. O. Address, Ft. McKinney. 
Range, Piney Fork of Powder 
River. 

Brand, same as cat» leftside ; 
under talL 


Hersea branded | ^ on left hip. 



Rkrmark^ No. 
H orses branded 


TRABHre BROS* 



P. O. Address, Laramie (Hty, 
Wyoming, or Chas. Trab« 
ing. Medicine Bow, Wyo. 
Range, Little Medicine Bow 
and Freezeont Mountain. 
Brand, same as cut on left 

hip, on right hip. 

No. 2.i 




on left shoulder. 
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C. HECHT&BRO. 



P. 0. Address* Chejenne* 
Wyoming. 

B&ttge* Hsi Creek and Old 
Woman. 


Brands* sameascntand 



25 RH 


Earmark, young stock. 



IKTEBIIAn05iIi CAiniiE CO. 


Haut OELaxcB% Xiiiacer. 



P. O. Address, Gheyekme, 
Wyoming. 

Ban ge, Soatk Fork, Cheyenne. 
Brand, same as cut, and 

IQI TST 

hOI- -ML 



SEABCBY A OARDSEB. 

p. 0. Address, Gheiyetme, 
Wyoming. 

Bangs, Bear Creek. 

i|. 

Brand, same as cut, and 

E 


HC 



also handle 


LOP LOB 



W 70 MXH 0 Stock Gbowbbs’ Assoozatioh* 
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OELRICaiS BBOTHEBS ft CO* 

F. O. Address, Chcjeime, 
Wyoming. 

Bange, Bawhide, Wyoming* 
Brand, same as eat, left loin ; 



aides ; 


X left side ; as left side ; PH left. side. 


'UlTH either or both 

WlH 


left idde; 



Horses branded WH left ahoolder* 


TESCHEMACHEB ft DE BUJJESL 

P. O. Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming 

Bange, Bitter Cottonwood 
and Wagonhoond. 

Brand, same as cat ; 



LU nu 66 i 


SCBBITH ft MOBTGOMEBY. 

P. 0* Address, Laramie (Sty, 
Wyoming. 

Bangs, Laramie Plains and 
Clear Fork, Powder Birer. 
Brand, same as cat, on Lara- 
mie Pluns Cattle; wattle 
on left jaw yoong cattle 

on Powder 
Osttle; link on ribs both sides, and wattle ri^t jaw. 
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WATSON, JOHNSTON ft McCBEA. 



P. 0. Addrasi 

Dakota. 


Bange, Head of Idttle Powder. 
Brand, aame aa out. Saimavk 



BALCH & BACOK. 

P. O. Address, Laramie Cl^, 
Wyoming. 

Bange, Laramie Plains, 
Brand, all Oaltle liraiided 
prior to 1878 hare **l)]ock,** 
same as oat, on left side. 
All Oattle branded daring 
1 right hip. All cattle branded 
78 hawe block’’ on left side and riglhttlii^. Hare 
tie branded U on left loin and some branded 
idc. AH of abore brands are snppoeed to bare dewlap 
brisket. Hare some Oregon Cattle branded ^ wn left 

(ft shoalder or tbig^. 



hip. Horses branded 




BLYTH & PEXLET. 



P. 0. Address, Eranston, 
Wyoming. 

Bange, 56 miles north of 
Evanston, on Bear Birer. 
Brand, same as cat, rig^ 
side. 
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JOHN C. KINOHAN. 



P. O. Address, Ch^enne, 
Wyoming* 

Bftoge, Crow Greek, Wyo. 
Brand, same as cot, on lefi 
hand shoulder. All horses 

rented B9 on left hip. 


C. WRIGHT. 



P. O. Address, Denrer, Col. 
Range, Clark's Fork of Ihe 
Teliowstone. 


Brand, same as cnt ; also, 





H. E. CASTER. 



P. O. Address, Fort Bridger, 
Wyoming. 

Range, Stinking Birer east 
of Yellowstone Park and 
Smith's, Black’s and Hen* 
ry's Forks of Green Hirer. 

Brand, same as eat, on left 


hip and left Uiigb, and ^ 


on left jaw. 



None but grown steers sold. 


M 
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WIEDEN, HABBT ft CO. 



W. & JoBMcrair^ lUikftc«r. 

P. O. Address, Boiling 
Springs Eanob, Sioux Co., 
Nebraska, 

Bange, £. 8. N6wmaii*s to 
BoDing Springe Bancb, on 
Ennning Water, distance 
40 miles. 


Brands, Cattle, same as cat, both skonlders and left ride ; right 


ear grabbed both sides or 
and wattled with jug handle 
Horses o left hip or * 
left thigh or eariiion. 



HUNTER, ETANS ft HUNTER. 


P. O. Address, Pine Bidge 
Agenej, Dricota. 

Bangs, Banning Water^ Neb. 
Brands, same as cat, left ride; 

left side, and 3 left 

hip I also Bomo iiitbA^d 

ip: 

left jaw; alfloearoe branded with batt brand. 3£ *** 
jia^e bob in each ear ; also same swallow fork in ea<^ ear. Hotsee 

bmnded with Catlle brand o n left hip. Also aame with «n 

left ehoolder; 3 left hip; 38 right hipe 



Wtoiuko Stock Gbowsbs* Absooiatxok. 
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ORGAN A taiAFER. 



P. 0. Addreas, Cbeyennei 

WyosuDg. 

Range, North Platte and 
Rawhide. 

Brand, same as cut ; also, 

X— o 


Earmark 



POST A WARREN. 

P. 0. Address, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. 

Range, on Tongue River and 
branches, and Rosebud, 
Wyoming and Montana 
Territories. 

Brand, same as cut; also 




J. H. DOUGLAS WILLAN. 



P. 0* Address, Laramie 
City, Wyoming. 

Range, little Laramie 
River. 

Brand, Hones branded 
same as cut ; also, 

J3l 

den 


on left ahonl* 
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DOBBCLABX. 



P. O. Address, Xtesdwood, 
Dakota. 

Brand, same as eat, on left 
hip. 



MeemLEf ifc 810TBB. 


P. O. Address, Fort Qdliaa, Oolotode. 

Brands, OK 73 VL >Cy X 


BALDWIN ft COWLES. 

P. O. Address, Pine Blaffs, Wyoming. 

Bangs, Pine Blofis, Pole Creek md Sonth Platte. 

Brands, 3C<*» JP 333 NF K T HT 

V IT XYZ 04 X U CAL RL SIS 

right hip. 

Hmees on left shoulder. 



WiroiQ 90 Stock Gbowsbb* assooiatiok* 
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STI7B6IS, €MM>I>ELL ft LAKE* 



P* 0« Addre80t Cheyeanei 
Wyo. 

Baagey dieyetnne Biven 
Bisads, same m eat» on right 
tide. 



under half crop, bMb Onn* 


Also 


oso 

z> 


The same earmark and ri^t ibi^. 


Hones branded 



We edl DO eattle with these brands. 


G* H* ft Ji» & SBmHStB* 

P. O. Address, Cheyenne, Wyoming* 

Bangs, SonthPlattew 

Brand, ^ 47 ^ Cattle and Hones. 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Adams, John M 1 6 

Addoms & Glover 34 

Allertou & Spencer 19 

Anderson Bros. — ..—...39 

Andrews & Hudson^ 48 

Atkinson, J. L. — — 18 

Atkinson k Majors — ao 

Baker, E. L. 1 + 

Baker, £. L....... — — aS 

Balch k Bacon 54 

Baldwin k Cowles. 58 

Ballou, A. B — 17 

Baxter. George 18 

Beckwitk, Quinn k Co. 6 

Bennett, E. W — 45 

Benjamin, Weaver k Co. ii 

Blair, Henry A 18 

Blydenburgk Bros, & Morgan a 3 

Blyth k Pixley 54 

Bosler Brothers & Co. ■ ■■..40 

Boyd, J. E. & Samuel 6 

Brewster, B. £ — , , 47 

Brewster, B. & Co 47 

Bronson, Edgar B — 20 

Buck ft Waite as 

Bullock ft Hunton a4 

Campbell, C. A — — ai 

Carey Company 4! 

Carey, J. M., ft Bro. — — , -.41 

Carter, M. E 55 

Clark, Dorr ..... .^...,...............^..58 

Clark & Hunton 34 

Oark ft Plumb 38 

Coad, John F. —39 

Coad, Mark M..„ 21 

^^o^lee, IF ............ ....I... ■■■ 1 7 

Coggesball & Warner 26 

Connor, John W. 30 

Converse Cattle Co, 13 

Crawford, Thompson ft Co.— 46 


Page, 


Creighton ft Co — — 10 

Cross, G. H. „a6 

Dater ft Co._ 50 

Davis, N. R. ft Co.—. — 37 

Dickey Brothers 31 

Dolan, Wm. ^ iprfc* tr^ *■ 42 

Durbin Bros. 39 

Earnest, F. — ■ 36 

Emerson Bros. 48 

Emerson Brothers 16 

Emmons, S. F. 23 

Ferdon ft Biddle 41 

Ford, J. Howard — — ... aa 

Gilchrist, Andrew 17 

Gillette, Sterling & Co. 40 

Goble, G. H 36 

Goldschmidt & Fisher — 9 

Groldschmidt, May 49 

Graham, £. B., ft Snyder, T. B. — 42 

Guiterman, Wm. — —50 

Guthrie. Hord ft Co 19 

Hackney, Williams ft Co.— —.33 

Hanna ft McCauley 25 

Hardin, Campbell ft Co. —.14 

Harkness ft Co 49 

Harris ft Clevenger 1 1 

Haygood, A. W 23 

Hecht, C. ft Bro sa 

Holden ft Stevens — .35 

Hopkins, B. S 25 

Hunter ft Bergman — — — 14 

Hunter, Evans ft Hunter 56 

Hunter, S. D.™ -2$ 

Hunton, John 24 

International Cattle Co 5a 

Irvine, W. C., & Ford, J. H.— 7 

Jackson, James A 10 

Kecline, Geo. A. _.-is 

Keel Ine, Geo. ft Son 15 

Keeline, Geo. ft Sons .... 15 


11. 


Index. 


Relleyp H. B 

Kennedy, J. H 

Kennedy, J, H 

Kingman, John CL 
Knight, Jesse - 


8 

35 

, , ,48 

55 

3a 

49 

$0 

6 

Marsh X Cjitvp^r — . ■« <; 

Mather ft Robinson Co. (Limited) 36 

Mc(?ee, T. H 

McGinlcy ft Stover —58 

Mead, Henry CS 

MilvaQkee ft Wyoming Invest* 


Koykendall, W. L.. 

Lynch, D. B 

Marsh ft Cooper^. 




Morcton, Frewen ft Ca 
Motley, Chas. D_ 


Morphy, M. H. ft W. A. 


Live Stock Co., The. 
Nagle, E. — „ 


National Cattle Co.. 
Newman, E. S 


la 

8 

51 

30 

46 

. 7 
nS 


Oelrichs Brothers ft Co.. 

Organ ft Draper 

J. F 


Peters ft Alston 
Phillipa, F. M._ 


53 

57 

37 

39 


Pickering ft Lewis Cattle Ca 
Plnnket, Roche ft Co. 
Pollard ft C*jv 
Poor, Jno. R. ■ ■ ■ - 

Poat ft Warren 


49 


.IS 

.38 


Pratt ft Ferria Cattle Ca 
Price ft Jenkt, 


57 

44 


33 


Rand, Briggs ft Co. and Boston 
Lave Stock Co . ... . 10 

Rankin Bros. — —. . ,, -. . .-. . .. 44 

Reel ft Rnsendaie- ,..sy 

Reid, E. J 34 

Richards, Bartlett a i 

Scott ft Hank_ 37 

Scabnry ft Gardner , 5* 


Searigfat Bros. 

Sheidley ft Mayfield 
Smith ft Ash 



.t6 

42 

59 


Snyder, G. H. ft J. S 

^Mirks ft Tannin (Nevada Brands) 5 

Sparks ft T*wfiin ^ 

Sparks, John 5 

Standard Cattle 3'* 

Stoddard, Lapham ft HowanL.»..ii 

Sturgis, Goodeil ft Co.-.. 9 

Sturgis, Goodril ft Lane -.«»59 

Sturgis ft Lane 9 

Soddith ft Montgomery S3 

Sun. Tom 33 

Swan ft Frank Lave Stock Co.—— 7 
Swaeey ft Neef 3ft 

Taylm ft Coffey - 45 


Terry, Out. H. 
R. A.- 


Tcschemacber ft De Billier. 
Thayer, E. R 


•34 

38 

.S3 

39 


Thomaa ft Page. 
Tillotson, E. — 


Tompkins, J. M.. 
Torrey, R. A— 


43 

3* 

31 

38 

43 

St 


Toney, R. A. 

Trahing Broa. 

U. S. Indian Bnmds, Pine Ridge 
, Dak. 43 


Van TasaeU, R. S..— 
Voorfaees, Lnke ft Co. 
Ward ft Hurlho t — 


8 


Walcott, Frank 

Watson, Johnston ft McCrea. 

Wcatem Live Stock Co 

Whipple ft Sawyer 

Wbipfde. W. L. 


47 

j8 

•54 

.*3 


19 


Whitcomb. £. W.. 

Wieden. Mabry ft Cb 

WiUan, J. H. Douglai — 

Wiadaor, H. J 

Wright, C W. 


-51 

-57 

—13 

-55 


Wyoming ft Montana Cattle C0 ..... 4 5 



Bibliography 

This bibliography is not intended to be exhaustive. 
Only those manuscripts and books are listed that have 
been utilized in the preparation of this volume. 


Aldridge, Reginald. Ranch Notes in Kansas, Colorado, the Indian 
Territory and Northern Texas (L<mdon, 1884, second edition). 
Allen, Lewis F. “Improvement of Native Cattle,” in Report of the 
commissioner of agriculture for the year 1866 (Washington, 1867). 
Assessment Boon for Laramie county. Territory of ^Wycuning, 


for 1877 (unprinted records in court house). 

Atherton vs, Fowler, 6 Otto 513. 

Babbitt, A. T. “The Grazing Interest and the Beef Supply,” dated 
Sdarch 10, 18841 Rod found in the Bancroft Library of California. 
Printed in the Daily Drovers Journal, Chicago, April 10, 1884. 
Bad Lands Cowboy ( Medora, North Dakota) , 1 884. 

Bancroft, Hubert Howe. History of Nevada, Colorado and Wyo- 
ming (San Francisco, 1890). 


Barrington, Mrs. Russell, editor. The Works and Life of Walter 
Bagehot (London, 1915), lovols. 

Batchelder, George Alexander. A Sketch of the History and Re- 
sources of Dakota Territory (Yankton, 1870). 

Baumann, John. “On a Western Ranche,” in the Fortnightly Review 
(London, 1887), vol. XLVii, 516-533, 

Benton Weekly Record (Ft. Benton, Montana), 1881, 1882. 

Black Hills Daily and Weekly Pioneer (Deadwood. South 
Dakota), 1884. 

Black Hills Daily Times (Deadwood, South Dakota), 1879, 1880, 

1882. 


Black Hills Journal (Rapid City, South Dakota), 1880. 

Black Hills Pioneer (Deadwood, South Dakota), 1882. 

Bowles, Samuel. Across the Continent (Springfield, Mass., and New 
York, 1865). 



3i6 


THE CATTLEMEN’S FRONTIER 


Branch, Douglas. The Cowboy and his Interpreters (New York, 
1926) . 

Brand Book, containing the Brands of the Cherokee Strip 
(Wilmot Proviso Brush, publisher, Kansas City; Isaac Poore, 
printer and binder, 1882). In Congressional Library, Washii^on, 
D. c. 

Brands and Marks, Bot^ A (unpublished, in the o£Ece of the live- 

stodc commission at Helena, Montana). 

Briggs, Harold E. “ Ranchin g and Stock Raising in the Territory of 
Dakota,” in South Dakota Historical Collections, xiv (1928), 417- 

465. 

“The Development and Decline of Open Range Ranching in 

the Northwest,” in the Mississippi Valley Historical Review, xx, 

521-536. 

Brisbin, (jeneral James S. The Beef Bonanza; or How to Get Rich 

on the Plains (Philadelphia, 1881). 

British Royal commission on agriculture. Reports of the as- 
sistant commissioners, vol. xv, dated January 20, 1882 (sesrion of 
February 7-Deoember 2, 1882). 

Bureau of animal industry. Second Aimual Report (Washington, 

1885). 

Caldwell [Kas.] Post, 1882. 

Cable, Alexander C. Manuscript letter to V Tilli a m A. J. Sparks 
dated February 4, 1887, in office of the commissioner of the general 

land office. 

Carey Letter Books, in the office of J. M. Carey and Sons, Ch^enne, 
Wyoming. These contain business correspondence, inventories, re- 
ports, and financial sutements of various cattle companies from 

about 1868 to 1892. 

Cattle Brands owned by the Members of the Wyoming Stock 
Growers’ Association (Chicago, 1882). Prepared by A. T. Bab- 
bitt, F. E. Warren, and Philip Dater and containing the names and 
brands of about one hundred and sixty stockmen. 

Clay, John. My Life on the Range ( privately printed, 1924) • 

“My Life on the Range,” in Live Stock Markets (Chicago), 

vol. xxxii, no. 32, November 16, 1922. Published by John Clay & 

Company live stock commission. ^ 

Colorado Brand Book (Denver, 1887). In Public Library at 

Denver. 










BIBLIOGRAPHY 


317 


Colorado Farmer AND Live Stock Journal (Denver), 1877, 1878. 
Commercial Indicator (Kansas City, Missouri), 1878, 1879. 


Commissioner of the general land office. Annual Report for 
1882-1889. 

Craig, James Roderick. Ranching with Lords and Commons or 
Twenty Years on the Range (Toronto, 1903). 

Contract of Sale of the Nebraska Land and Cattle Company dated 
March 30, 1883, in possession of Attorney Ralph C. Coad of Omaha. 

Cook, James H. “Trailing Texas Long-Horn Cattle through Ne- 
braska,” in Publications of the Nebraska State Historical Society 
(Lincoln), xviu, 260-268. 

Corporation Record, vol. xix in office of county clerk of Laramie 
county, Wyoming. 


lAWFORD, L. F. Notes based on interviews with former ranchmen 
and settlers of Dakota Territory. The author is under obligation to 
his former student. Professor Harold E. Briggs of the University of 
Miami at Coral Gables, Florida, who made a detailed examination 
of these records of Superintendent L. F. Crawford of the State 
Historical Society of North Dakota. 

The Medora-Black Hills Stage Line,” in Collections of the 


State Historical Society of North Dakota (Bismarck), vii, 309-323. 

Crawford, Samuel J. Kansas in the Sixties (Chicago, 1911). 

Edwin A. Nebraska, its Advantages, Resources, and Draw- 
backs (London, 1875). 


DAay Drovers Journal (Chicago), 1882-1887. 

Daily Globe-Democrat (St. Louis), November 18, 1884. 

Daily Pioneer (Mandan, North Dakota), 1887. 

Dale, Edward £. The Range Cattle Industry (Norman, Oklahoma, 

1930). 


Dickinson Press (Dickinson, North Dakota), 1882-1884. 

Dillon Examiner (Montana), April 9, 1924. 

Duffield, John, editor. “Driving Cattle from Texas to Iowa, 1866,” 

in Annals of Iowa (Des Moines, Iowa), third series, vol. xiv, 246- 
262, April, 1924. 

Estelline Bell (Estelline, South Dakota), 1883, 1884, 1886. 
Ford County Globe (Dodge City, Kas.), 1878, 1879, 1880, 1882. 
Garden City Paper (Garden City, Kas.), June 5, 1879- 

RDON, Clarence AV. Report on Cattle, Sheep, and Swine” (10-31 ) 
in tenth census of the United States, iir, 965-985. 









318 


THE CATTLEMEN’S FRONTIER 


Grainfield [Kas.] Cap Sheaf, 1886. 

Greeley, Horace. An Overland Journey from New York to San 
Francisco (New York, i860). 

Gresham, Postmaster^general Walter I. to Secretary H. M. Teller 
dated April 23, 1883, and found in the office of the commissioner of 
the general land office. 

Hagedorn, Hermann. Roosevelt in th^ Bad Lands (Bostcm and New 

York, 1921)- 

Haley, J. Evetts. The XIT Ranch of Texas and the Early Days of 

die Llano Estacado (Chicago, 1929) > 

Harger, Charles M. “Catde Trails of the Prairies,” in Scribner’s 

Magazine (New York, 1892), a, 732-742, June, 1892. 
Harrington, W. P. History of Gove county, Kansas, to the Organi- 
zadon of the county in 1886 (published privately, 1920, unpaged). 
Hayden, F. V. U.S. Geological Survey of Wyonung and adjacent 
Territories (Washington, 1871)* 

Hayes, A. A “The Catde Ranches of Colorado,” in Harper’s New 
Monthly Magazine (New York, 1879), voh i*ix> 877 " 895 * 
Henry, T. C. “Thomas James Smith,” in Transactions of the Kansas 

State Historical Society, 1905-1906 (Topeka). 

a A/i 

Hill. Alexander Stanley 


Hornaday, Williaj 


T. “The Cowboys of the Northwest,” in the 
Cosmopolitan (Rochester, 1887), vol. n, 219-233* 

Hosmer vs. Wallace, 7 Otto 575 * 

Hunter, J. Marvin, editor. The Trail Drivers of Texas (second 
revised edition, Nashville, 1925)- This volume reproduces with 
changes the material in vol. i (San Antmuo, 1920) and voL n 
(San Antonio, 1923)* References in this work are to the second re- 
vised edition of one volume. 

International Trust Co. vs. Union Cattle Co., et al., 3 Wyo- 
ming 803. 

Jared Whitman, et al. vs. Union Cattle Company, doc. 4, do- 
436 in office of the derk of the court of Laramie county, Wyoming. 

Kansas Cowboy (Dodge City, Kas.), October 18, 1884. 

Kendrick, John B. “The Texas TraB,” in the Cheyenne [Wya] 

State Leader, December 10, 1916. _ 

Kuhn, Bertha M. “The W-Bar Ranch on the Slopes m 

Collections of the State Historical Sodety of North Dakota ( is- 

marck)! voL v, I 55 *^ 65 * 










BIBLIOGRAPHY 


319 


Laramie Stock Association IVIinute Book. These records begun 
by the secretary of the association, W. L. Kuykendall, are preserved 
in the office of the Wyoming Stock Growers’ Association at Chey- 
enne. The name “Laramie Stock Association” is also used in these 
official minutes. Volume ii of these records is unpaged and has the 
title of “Minute Book Wyoming Stock Growers’ Association.” 

Letters from Old Members and Friends of the Wyoming Stock 
Growers’ Association (Cheyenne, 1923). 

List of Members, By-Laws, and Reports of the Wyoming Stock 
Growers’ Association, and the Laws of W^yoming, for the Protec- 
tion of Stock Growers, as Amended by the Ninth Assembly (Chey- 
enne, 1886). 

Live Stock Journal (Fort Worth, Texas), 1883. 

Lodge, Henry Cabot, editor. Selections from the correspondence of 
Theodore Roosevelt and Henry Cabot Lodge, 1884-1918 (New 
York and London, 1925). 

Lummis, Charles F. “Pioneer Transportation in America,” in Mc- 
Clure’s Magazine (New York), vol. xxvi, 81-94. 

McCoy, Joseph G. Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade of the West 
and Southwest (Kansas City, 1874). 

Macdonald, James. Food from the Far West or American Agricul- 
ture (New York, 1878). 

Majors, Alexander. Letter dated April 15, 1884, and printed in the 
Cheyenne [Wyo.] Sun, May 1, 1884. 

Seventy Years on the Frontier (Denver, 1893). 

Matador Land and Cattle Company, Annual Reports, 1883- 

1885, printed, unpaged, and bound. In office of John Clay and 
Company (The Rookery, Chicago). 

Mbline, James F. Two Thousand Miles on Horseback; Santa Fe 
and Back; a Summer Tour Through Kansas, Colorado, & New 
Mexico in the year 1866 (New York, 1868). 

Minute Book Colorado Cattle Growers’ Association. Un- 
printed and covering the years 1867-1883 as found in the office of 
the [Denver] Daily Record Stockman. 

Minute Book Wyoming Stock Growers’ Association. In office 
of Wyoming Stock Growers’ Association at Cheyenne. 

Nimmo, Joseph, Jr. The Range and Ranch Cattle Traffic ... of 
the United States” (bureau of statistics, Washington, 1886), in 
Report on the Internal Commerce of the United States, part m. 









320 


THE CATTLEMEN’S FRONTIER 


Printed also as House Executive Document no. 267, 48di cnngrr^^ 
2d session, serial number 2304. 

Olmsted, Frederick Law. A Journey through Texas; or, a Saddle* 
Trip on the Southwestern Frontier (New York, i860). 

Osgood, Ernest Staples. The Day of the Cattleman (Minneapolis, 

1929)- 

Faxsok, Frederic Logan. “The Cow Country,” in the American His- 
torical Review, xxii, 65-82 (October, 1916). 

Pelzer, Louis. “The Shifting Cow Towns of Kansas,” in Trans- 
actions of the Illinois State Historical Society for the year 1926, 


41-51. 


Range,” in 


The Mississippi Valley Hbtorical Review, xm 

Financial Management of the Cattle Rang^” in the Journal 


of Economic and Business History, n, 723-741 (August, 1930). 
“Trails of the Trans-Mississippi Cattle Frontier,” in J. F. 


Goodykoontz 
sippi West, 139-161 (Boulder, Colo., 1930). 

Piper, Edwin Ford. Barbed Wire and Other Poems (Iowa City, 

1927). 

Powder River Cattle Co. Cattle Book, found in the <^ce of J. 

M. Carey and Sons, Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

Proceedings op the Adjourned Meeting of the Wyoming Stock 

Growers’ Association (Cheyenne, 1916). 

Record op Brands, Book A, Laramie county, Wymning, in office of 

recorder at Cheyenne. 

Records op the Circuit Court of the United States for the District 
of Colorado (Denver). Cases 1666, 16771 i 682 -i 685 » 

Records op Incorporation m office of secretary of state, Hdena, 

Montana. 

Records op Incorporation, Book H, in investment division of the 

secretary of state, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Report op the Bureau op Animal Industry for 1886 (Washing- 
ton, 1887). 

Report op the State Board of Agriculture, Kansas, for the years 

1877-1878 (Topeka, second edition). ^ 

Reports of Kansas State Board of Agriculture. Fifth Biennial 
. 1M..1886. and Sixth Biennial Report, 1887-1888. 










BIBLIOGRAPHY 


321 


Revised Statutes of Wyoming in force January i, 1887. 

Richthofen, Walter Baron von. Cattle Raising on the Plains of 
North America (New York, i883)« 

Rollins, Philip Ashton. The Cowboy: his Equipment and his Part 
in the Development of the West (New York, 1922). 

Romspert, George W. The Western Echo: a Description of the 
Western States and Territories of the United States as gathered 
in a Tour by Wagon (Dayton, Ohio, 1881 ) . 

Roosevelt, Theodore. An Autobiography (New York, 1909). 

Hunting Trips of a Ranchman (New York, 1923). 

Ranch Life and the Hunting Trail (New York, 1926), 

National edition. 

Sanders, S. F. to Secretary H. M. Teller for a letter dated April 9, 
1883, in the office of the commissioner of the general land office. 

Saturday Evening Journal (Bismarck, North Dakota), 1885, 
1886. 


Secretary of the Interior, Annual Reports for 1884-1889. 
Session Laws of Wyoming Territory, 1884. 

Session Laws of Wyoming Territory passed by the Ninth Legislative 
Assembly. 

Smiley, Jerome C. Prose and Poetry of the Live Stock Industry of 
the United States, with Outlines of the Origin and Ancient History 
of our Live Stock Animals. This was the only volume issued of the 
three planned and was prepared by authority of the National Live 
Stock Association and published by that body at Denver and Kansas 
City, copyright 1904 and 1905. 

Spalding, C. C. as quoted in Kansas Historical Collections (Topeka), 
vol. XI, 121, 122 from the Annals of the City of Kansas (Kansas 
City, Mo., 1858), 78, 79. 

Stewart vs. Wyoming Cattle Ranche Company, 128 U.S. 383. 
Stout, Tom, editor. Montana: Its Story and Biography; a History 
of Aboriginal and Territorial Montana and Three Decades of 
Statehood (New York, 1921), 3 vols. 

Strahorn, Robert £. The Hand-Book of W^yoming and Guide to 

the Black Hills and Big Horn Regions for Citizen, Emigrant and 
Tourist (Cheyenne, 1877). 

Montana and Yellowstone National Park (Kansas Citv 

i88i). 





THE CATTLEMEN’S FRONTIER 


322 


To the Rockies and Beyond, or a Summer on the Union 

Pacific Railroad and Branches (Omaha, 1879). 

<rAN Land & Cattle Company. Annual Reports describing range 
financing, meetings of boards of directors, shipments, management, 
profits, losses, purchases and the general (q)eration of an extensive 
corporation. In office of John Clay and Company (The Rookery, 
Chicago). These printed, bound, but unpaged records cover the 
years from 1883 to 1912. 

Limited vs. Frank, bt al., Federal Reporter 4S6. 


Tenth Census of the United States, ni (statistics on agriculture). 
Texas Live Stock Journal (Fort Worth), 1883- 
The Times (London, England), May 23, 1882. 

Trenmouth vs. San Francisco, 10 Otto 251. 

The Tribune (Huron, South Dakota), 1882, 1883. 

Triggs, J. H. History of Cheyenne and Northern Wyoming (Omaha, 

1876). 

Turner county Herald (Hurley, South Dakota), 1883. 

United States Senate, Executive Documents, 35th congress, ist 

session, no. 1, vol. i, 797- 

Senate, Executive Documents, 35th congress, ist session, no. 

46, vol. XII, 2-4 (April 16, 1858). 

Senate, Executive Documents, 40th congress, 2d sessiem, no. 


77, vol. n, chap, iii; contains “Captain Raynolds’s Report and Jour- 
nal.” 

Senate, Executive Documents, 48th congress, 1st sessiwi, no. 


Wilson 

YVA* ▼*> — --CS y 

dated January 4, 1 884, of John Willits and Sons to same dated Janu- 
ary 6, 1883, of John Fleming to same dated January 8, 1883, B. A. 
Arnold to same dated February 17, 1883, Rnd of N. Weare to same 

dated March 31, 1883- 

Hniw. Executive Documents, 36th congress, 2d session, no. 


47, vol. VIII, I* 

Hmifip. Executive Documents 


I, vol. Ill, part i, 112, 113, 251. Contains the report of Quarter- 
master-general M. C. Meigs, dated November 8, 1865. 

House. Executive Documents, 46th congress, 2d session, no 


46. The report of the public lands commission containing resolu- 
. • 1 ^rTovircrs Assocution. 










BIBLIOGRAPHY 


323 


House, Executive Documents, 48th congress, 1st session, no. 

1, part V, containing report of Governor William Hale of the Terri- 
tory of Wyoming dated November 10, 1883. 

House, Executive Documents, 48th congress, ist session, no. 

I, part V, rnntainin g letter from Thomas Sturgis to E. S. Morgan, 
secretary and acdng-govemor of the Territory of Wyoming dated 
June 11, 1883. 

House, Executive Documents, 48 th congress, 1st session, no. 


127, voL VI ; no. 119, vol. xxvi, part ii. These documents contain 
various letters on illegal fencing from inspectors, settlers, and gov- 
ernment agents. 

House, Executive Documents, 48th congress, 2d session, no. 


7, vol. XX, part ii. This contains Joseph Nimmo’s report on “The 
Range and Ranch Cattle Business of the United States.” 

Statutes at Large, u, xxin, xxiv. 

■ ■ ■ Yearbook of the United States Department of Agriculture 


for 1908. 

Walker, Robert, to Secretary H. M. Teller for a letter dated March 
9, 1883, in the office of the cmxunissioner of the general land office. 
Warren Record (Indianola, Iowa), September 10, 1874. 

Webb, Walter Prescott The Great Plains (Boston, 1931). 

Weekly Free Press (East Pierre, South Dakou) , 1885, 1886, 1887. 
Western Central Kansas Cowboy (Dodge City, Kas.), 1883, 
1884. 

Western Ranches, Ltd., Annual Report and Balance Sheet In the 
office of John Clay and Ctunpany (The Rookery, Chicago) and 
for the years from 1882 to 1912. Printed and bound but unpaged. 
Williams, Henry T. The Pacific Tourist, Williams Illustrated 
Guide to Pacific R.R. California, and Pleasure Resorts across the 
Continent (New York, 1878). 

Wright, Robert M. Dodge City the Cowboy Capital ( Wkhita, Kas., 

*913). 

Yellowstone Journal (Miles City, Montana), 1883. 











I 


I 


I 


I 


< 


Index 



Index 


Abunb (Kant.): railroad at, 41, 
appearance of, 41; growth of, at 
cattle mart, 41 ] firtt cattle from, to 
Chicago, 41; cattle at, in 1868, 45; 
first Texat cattle at, js [ protperity 
of, at cattle mart, 53-57; 

55-5^; tcene of, in 1S69, 54; cattle 
induttry in, in 1871, 54; character 
of population in, 55, 56 ; incorpora^ 
don of, 55; goyernment in, 55, 56; 
action againtt cattle trade in, 56, 
57; referencet to, 88, 115; Droyert* 
Cottage at, 224; cattle trade in, 225 
Across the Comtineni: quotation from, 

3 * 

Adaxnt, Andy; 50 

Adamt, John M: range of, 266 

Adams, L» F: 206 

Addoms k Gloyer: range of, 284 

Afton (la.) : 40 

Agatsiz, Alexander: 165, footnote; 

x68; gifts to uniyertity, x68 
Alamo (Dodge City, Kant.) : actiyi* 
ties in, 63 

Albany (N.Y.) : cattle shipment to, 4X 
Albany County (Wyoming Terr.) 
Cattle Association : 92 ; ranges, 272, 
29X 

Alberta: 234 

Alder Gulch (Montana Terr.) : X53 
Aldridge, Reginald: ranching experi- 
ences of, 239; Ranch Notes by, 239 
and footnote 

Allen, Lewis F: quotation from, on 
catde induttry, 33 
Allen, R. M: office of, 282 
Allerton k Spencer: range of, 269 
Allyn, Virgil: ranch managed by, 178, 

X79 


Allyn, William: 179 

Altop, Thomas: ranges of, X54 
American Falls (Idaho Terr.) : 176 
Anderson, P: range of, 389 
Anderson, W. E: 6$ 

Anderson Bros: range of, 289 
Anderson Pasture: 18S 
Andrews 8e Hudson: range of, 298 
Anglo-American Cattle Company: 
cattle of, 199 

Animal Industry, Bureau of: see Bu- 
reau of Animal Industry 
Antelope: 214 

Antelope Range; 256, 260, 374 
Antelope Springs (Wyo.) : range near, 
271, 275, 289 

Arapahoe county (Colo.) : 123 
Arapahoe Indians: 6i 
Arkansas riyer; 39, 42, 45. 62, 154 
Arkansas Valley Land and Catde 
Company, Limited; fenced ranges 
of, 181; inclosed land of, 187; com- 
plaint against, 187 
Armour’s Liyestock Bureau: acknowl- 
edgement to, X5, x6; business of, 


X 2 X 

‘^Army of Utah”: cattle supplied to, 
2d, 27 

Army posts: supplies freighted to, 2$- 
27; as cattle market, 158 
Arrow Creek; 80 
Ash Creek (Neb.) : range at, 384 
Ashby, W. H: x6d, xd8 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fd Rail- 
road: catde market created by, 57, 
65 ; advertisiog for catde trade, aad 
Atkinson, J. L: range of, 268 
Atkinson k Majors: range of, 270 
Austin : 45 
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Babbitt, A. T : 103 ; acdvidea of, xo6, 
III, 112, 124; quotation from, on 
cattle investment, 159, x6o; work 
of, on committee, 253 ; office of, 282 
Bad Lands CovAoy: establishment of, 
208, 210 ; quotation from, 212, 213 
Bagehot, Walter: quotation from, 119 
Baillie-Grohmaa, William Adolph: 
account of range industry by, 231- 

Baker, E. L: range of, 2^ 

Baker, F. L: range of, 278 
Balch & Bacon: range of, 304 
Baldwin & Cowles : range of, 308 
Ballou, A. B ; range of, 267 
Bandera (Tex.) : 42 
Bankers : cattle industry promoted by, 
125 

Bannock Creek Range : 260 
Barbed-wire fences; use of, 173-191 
Barber, Eber: 179 

Barbour County Stock Growers* As- 
sociation: brand book of, 78 
Bartlett, Richards, and Comstock: cat- 
tle firm, 200 

Batchelder, Alexander: sketch by, on 
Dakota Territory, 230, 231 
Bates Creek: 144 
Battle Creek: 198 
Baxter, George W : range of, 268 
Baxter Springs; drives to, 39; trail 
through, 42; cattle trade at, 57; 
calamity to drovers at, 224 
Bay Sutc Live Stock Company: head- 
quarters of, 122; se$ also Evans- 
Jackson Live Stock Company, 125 
Beadle, Erasmus: reference to, 240 
Bear Creek Range: 286, 300, 302 
Bear river: range near, 268, 296; 

range on, 256, 304 
Beaver Creek: 199 
Beaver Creek Ranch : cmplosment on, 

i6< 

Beaver Creek Range: 264, 289 
Beaver Dam : range near, z 66 
Beckwith, Quinn & Co: range of, 256 
**Beef bonanza**: 162 


Beef Bomamna, The; or tf oeo to Get 
Rich on the Plains: 239, 240 
Beef industry: competition for, 226- 
228 

Beef packing firms: establishment of, 

X2X 

Belle Fourche river: 189, 198, 199, 
200, 2x2; grasses near, 200; fires 
near, 213; ranch near, 195, 196; 
ranges of, 129, 282, 288, 291 
Belt Range: 80 

Benjamin, Weaver k Co: range of, 
261 

Bennett, E, W : range of, 295 
Bent county (Colo.) : land claims in, 
174; fenced land in, 181 
Benton and St Louis Catde Company: 

incorporation of, I22, 123 
Berry, Boice Catde Company; zoo 
Bierstadt, Albert: picture of, 1x5 
Big Beaver Creek : Wibaux on, Z09 
Big Bend Range : 292 
Big Horn: 229 

Bi^ Horn, In the Heart of the (il- 
lustration) : 115 
Big Horn mountains: 198 
Big Springs: 46 

Btllier, F. O. de : activities of, 108 
Billings; catde shipments from, 206; 

lawlessness of, 235 
Bingham, Tongue river: range near, 

264 

Bismarck: 123; as catde mart, 2x1; 

ferry at, 2x1 
Bitter Range: 303 

Black Hills: 64. ^91 goW discovery 
in, 195; suitability of, for range, 
X9S ; catde brought to, 19s ; as graz- 
ing area, 20x; catde in, 2x0 
Black Hills Daily Times: quotation 

from, 196 

Black Hills live Stock Assodadon: 

organization, 19® 5 herds, 19^1 
Black Hills Pioneer (Deadwood): 

quotation from, 19^ 

Blackfoot Horse and Catde Com- 
pany: 123 
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Blair, Henry A: range of, 268 
Blair, Jacob B: 164 
Blocker, John R: cattle driver, 63, 
6^ 67 

Blydenburgh, C. £ : address of, 273 
Blydenburgh Bros, k Morgan: range 
of, 273 

Blyth k Pixley: range of, 304 
Boice, Henry: 200, 206 
Boiling Springs Ranch: 30^ 

Bone Picker of the Plains, The Old 
(illustration) : 203 
**Boom’’ towns: cause of, 119, 120 
Boone (la.) : brand inspection at, 93 
Bordeaux (Wyo.) : range near, 274 
Busier Brothers k Co : range of, 290 
Boston: cattle interests in, 164 
Boston Live Stock Co : range of, 260 
Boswell, N. K: work of, 90 
Boughton, M. Y: office of, 89 
Bowles, Samuel : description of 
freighters by, 31 

Box Creek Range : 261 

Box Elder (Dak.) : 2zo 

Box Elder Creek (Wyoming Terr.) ; 

188, 197, 198, 213 
Boyd, J. E: location of, 256 
Boyd, Samuel: location of, 256 
Brand book: publication of, 78; of 
Wyoming Stock Growers’ Associa- 
don, zo^ 

Brand inspecdon : mendoo of, 74 ; sys- 
tem of, 92-94; expenses of, 94 
Brand inspectors: mendon of, 6z; 

payment of, 74; aedvities of, 93, 94 
Branding: irons of, Z02, Z03; regu- 

ladon of, 75; see also Maverick 
laws, 236, 237 

Brands: adverdsement of, 76, 198; 
selecdon of, 236; types of, 23d; 
reproduedoDs of, 249-309 
Brazos river: cattle drive through, 38 

Brewster, B. E: address of, 273 ; range 
of, 297 

Brewster, B. & Co: range of, 297 
Bridge's Ferry Range: 259 


Briggs, Harold E: acknowledgements 
to, Z96, footnote 

Brighton Ranch (Nebr.) : fences on, 
Z78 

Brisbin, James S: book by, 239, 240 
Bridsb Royal Commission on Agri- 
culture: invesdgadon by, 228; re- 
port by, 228 

Bronson, Edgar B: range of, 270 
Brown, William: brand inspector, 74 
Bruce, Edwin S; z8x 
Brush, Wilmot Proviso: 78 
Bryan, T. J: office of, 8x 
Bryce, James: 22z 
Bryson, James F: address of, 277 
Buck k Waite: range of, 272 
Buffalo : shipment of, 54 ; shipment of 
products of, 57, 58; displacement 
of, by catde, 202 

Buffalo (Wyo.) : range near, adz, 283 ; 
resident of, adz 

Buffalo frontier; disappearance of, 
202 


Buffalo Gap (Dak.) : resident of, 285 

Bullfight, Mexican ; see Mexican bull- 
fight 


Bullock k Hunton: range of, 274 
“Bull-whackers”: mendon of, 2d; du- 
ties of, 27, 28; wages of, 28 
Bundine, Ned; 15 

Bureau of Animal Industry: promo- 
tion of, 82 


Burlington: cattle ship 
Buster, J. W : 197 


11 


ent to, 40 


California: mention of, d4; catde 

drives to, 37; emigrants, cattle sold 
to, 2d 

Camp Clark: brand inspection at, 93 ; 
range near, 27 z 

Camp Robinson (Nebr.) : range near, 
add 

Camp Supply: 62 
Campbell, C. A; range of, 271 

Camps in the Rockies* range country 
described in, 231-234 
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Canadian ranches: 234 
Canadian river : mention of, 42 ; cat- 
tle in valley of, 78 
Canton, F. M: work of, 90 
Carbon county (Wyoming Terr,): 
mention of, 127; range in, 280, 281, 
289, 291, 294, 295, 299 
Carbon County (Wyoming Terr.) 

Cattle Association: 92 
Carey, Joseph M: office of, 91; men- 
tion, 105, 1x9; range valuation, 160 
Carey and Brother: range valuation 
of, x6o, 161 

Carey Brodien: herds of, X57 
Carey Company: range of, 291 
Carlisle Cattle Company: range fenc- 
ing by, 180 

Carter, M. E: range of, 305 
Casper Range: 160 
Cass county (Mo.) : 60 
Cattle: wintering of, on plains, 28, 
29 ; prices of, 45, 53f ^95 » price 

increase of, 120; market prices of, 
138, 139, 142, 143; shipment of hides 
of, ss, 158; cost of keeping, 7^5 
‘'boarding'^ of, 79; ferrying of, 211 ; 
condition of, in 1885, 141, 142* 
camping places for, 55; stampede 
of, 47; markets for, 196; food of, 
233, 234; winter feed for, 38; thiev- 
ingj prevalence and detection of, 
75, 76, 78, 79 ; sickness of, 75 5 Texas 
fever carried by, 78 ; inspection of, 
78; quarantine laws of, X03-X05; 
mave ricking of, 75 1 boom quotation 
on, 149, 150; prevalence of boom, 
150; see aifo Texas cattle 
Caule associations: employees of, 74* 
75 ; record book of, 75 » cooperation 
among, 76; Eastern shipment by, 
77^ factor in decline of, 835 con- 
tributions of, 84; dues in, 91; con- 
solidation of, 92; conflict of, with 
small companies, 96, 97 
“Cattle barons’*: 12X, 162 

Cattle brands; listing of, 249-309 

Cattle companies; boom in, ix 9 ** 33 i 


incorporadon of, 122, 123 ; Scocdik, 
123, 124; establishment of, in Lon- 
don, 127; organization of, 139, 240; 
finance management of, 163-169; 
use of public domain by, 173 
Catde Bra$$ds 0/ Wyomim§ SUck 
Gro^ers^ AssociaiioM (illustra- 
tions): 249-312 

Cattle country: see Cattle range 
Catde drives: experiences on, 38-40; 
cost of, 45, 46, 50^ 129; high point 
of; 45; hardships of, 47, 49, 223, 
224; description of, 47, 48, 49 ; aver- 
age distance covered by, 48, 50; 
foreman of, 48, 49* 50; statistics on. 
49* 50; pictures of, in fiction, 50; 


losses on, 50; period of, 50; Texas 
to Abilene (Kans.), 53; personnel 
of, 59; record of, in Texas news- 
papers, 59; names of, 58, 59 
Catde frontier: emergence of, 19, 30; 
westward movement of, from Kan- 


sas, 69 ; contemporary portraits of. 


221-248 

Catde kingdom: see Catde range 
“Catde kings”: 121, 162 
Catde industry: possibilities of, 32, 
33 ; prophecy for, in x86<^ 33 ; com- 
merciaUzation of, 41; losses in, 34, 
55; list of firms in, 59, 60* effect 
of rain on, 60; influences toward 
cooperation in, 73 » thieving loss in, 
73 ; hardships of, 75* 77* **3* *®4* 
rewards offered in, 75* 7^* 79* 
toward legislation on, 76; le^la- 
rion on, X12; regulations in, 79; 
publicadon on, 80; detective work 
in, 89, 90; commission for, 82; use 

of firearms in, 9* ; 

112; speculation in, t2<^ 121; 

Eastero capital in, imJ 
capitalists invited to, 123* 224* pm- 
modon of, by bankers, 125; profits 
of, X2S; condition of, I 3 S* 
railroads by, i9«; inducenents of- 
fered in, 221 ; account of, by 
Macdonald, 226-228; Kngb sh capi- 
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tal in, 237; factors of, 238, 239; see 
also Kange industry 

Cattle Growers’ Association (Colo.) : 
foreign capitalists invited by, 123, 
124 

Cattle market: Kansas Ci^ as, 26; 
see clso Cow towns 

Cattle pools: need for, 73, 77, 82; see 
also Cattle associations 

Cattle ranches: equipment for, 235; 
life on, 243, 244 ; lood on, 247 ; cab- 
bages raised on, 208 ; property valu- 
ation of (Carey), 160; quotadon 
on, 150; factors in development of, 
87, 88; governmental needs of, 88; 
executive districts in, iia; disap- 
pearance of, 114, 115 ; see also Pub- 
lic domain 

Cattle ranchman: contrast of, with 
Easterner, 20 

Cattle raising: period of, 19 ; contrast 
of, in East and West, 20; states em- 
ployed in, 26 

Cattle Raising on the Plains of North 
America: 123, 124, 237-239 

Cattle Ranche and Land Company: 
organization of, 127; business of, 
Z27; London office, 127 

Cattle range : limitations of, 74 ; fenc- 
ing of, by pool, 76, 77; fires and 
hazards on, 79, 91, 205, 206, 213; 
disasters to business of, 119; eco- 
nomic factors of, 15; boom, causes 
of, 120, 121; overstocking of, 74, 
i39i l77) 212; work on, 221; quo- 
tations on, 190; irrigation of, z88, 
289; examination of, for fences, 
182; expenditures on, 166; equip- 
ment for, z6o, 162 

Cattle shipments: plans for, to Eng- 
land, Z07 

Cattle trade: effect of, on towns, 53- 
69 ; protest against, at Abilene, 56, 
57 

Cattle Trade of the W est and Souths 

wej/. Historic Sketches of the: 223, 
and footnote 


Cattle trails : naming of, 42 ; results 
of, 50; effect of fencing on, 190; 
see also Texas Cattle Trail 
Cattlemen: designation of, as **bul- 
lock barons” and ^aristocrats of the 
plains,” 96 ; congresses, business of, 
91; portrayal of, 231-233 
Cattlemen’s frontier: contemporary 
accounts of, 221, 222; features of, 
235i 236; cowboy on, 242; passing 
of, 247, 248; charm of, 248 
Cedar Creek: 199 

Cedar Rapids: cattle company at, 122 
Central Pacific Railroad : guide books 
of, 228 

Chadron (Nebr.) : range near, 283 
Champaign ( 111 .) : cattle sold at, 45 
Chapman Creek (Kans.) : camp at, 
S3 ; grazing in, 55 
Chariton (la.) .*40 
Chase, £. F: 205 

Cherokee Indians: cattle organiza- 
tion formed by, 77, 78 
Cherokee strip: round-up areas in, 78 
Cherry Creek (Wyoming Terr.) : 188, 
209 

Cheyenne (Wyo.) : mention of, 87, 92, 
132, 211, 248, 253 ; cattle bound for, 
64 ; cattle business at, 158; cattle 
center, 45; cattlemen’s headquar- 
ters at, Z12; description of, 229; 
life in, xio, xxi; prominence of, in 
range country, 88 ; ranges near, 255, 
^56, 257, 259, 260, 263, 264, 267, 268, 
269, 270, 272, 275, 277, 279, 280, 281, 
282, 283, 284, 287, 289, 290, 291, 292, 
294i «95, 296, 297, 299, 300, 301, 302, 
303 i 3051 307i 309 ; resident of, 273 
Cheyenne Club: sociability of, xio, 
111; changes in, 114, 115 
Cheyenne County (Nebr.) Cattle As- 
sociation: 92 
Cheyenne Indians: 61 
Cheyenne river: mention of, 49, 198; 

range on, 129, 295, 309 
Cheyenne River Range: employment 
on, 166; expenditures of, x66; men- 
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tion of, 259, 276, 285, zZiy 293, 300^ 
302 

Cheyenne TransfoHer: cattle drives 
noted by, 46 

Chicago: first Texas drive to, 37; 
cattle shipment to, from Abilene, 
41; mention of, 61, 124, 158, 201, 
2X1 ; Texas cattle at, 120, 141 ; pack* 
ing firms at, 121 ; cattle shipments 

to, 137, 144 

Chicaskia river: 176 
Childress, H. M : cattle drover, 224 
Chinooks: 214 

Chisholm Trail: 42; see also Fort 
Oriffin and Dodge City Trail 
Choate, J. M: 223 
Choate brothers: Texas drovers, 65 
Chug Range: 257 
Chug river: range near, 294 
Chugwater (Wyo.) : range near, 258 
Chugwatcr Creek: cattle ranch on, 
140 

Chugwater Creek Range: 274 
Chugwatcr Range: mention of, 282; 

location of, 258; range on, 2S2 
Chugwater River V alley : winter graz- 
ing in, 28 

Cimarron river: 42 
Clarinda (la.): 40 
Clark, Dorr: cattleman, 129, i99» 200, 
206; ranch of, 197; range of, 308 
Clark k Hunton: range of, 274 
Clark k Plumb: range of, 288 
Clark's Bridge; range near, 300 
Clay, John: acknowledgement to, 15, 
16; activities of, 128, 129, i47i *4^* 
149; book by, X49» h^tnote; quota- 
tion from, 126, 213 ; on fencing, 189, 
X90J report of, on western ranges, 

228 

Clay Ranch: 132 
Clear Creek Range: 261 
Clear Fork Range: 283 
Clevenger, J. M: address of, 261 
Coad, John F: mention of, X05, 109, 
110, III, 1x2; work of, 162; range 

of, 279 


Coad, Mark M: range of, 271 
Coad Brothers: ranch property of, 
i6x, 162; finances of, 162; inclosed 
ranches of, 180 
Coble, John: 115 

Coe, Carter, and Company: fencing 
by, x8o 

Coffee, Charles F: cattleman, iio; 

quotation from, xio; range of, zSj 
Coffeyville (Kans.) : cattle trade at, 
57; mention of, 226 
Coggeshall k Warner: range of, 276 
Collar, Henry (“Hi”) : randi of, 65 
Colorado: mention of, 53, 58, 59; 
fenced areas in, 178 ; illegal fencing 
in, 180; fenced ranches in, 188, 
189; ranges in, 279, 290, 305, 308 
Colorado and Montana Live Stock 
Company: incorporation of, 123 
Colorado Cattle Growers’ Assoda- 
tion: 74, 76; officers of, 74; mem- 
bership of, 74, 75; business of, 74; 
“Minute Book” of, 74, 75 . footnotes; 
decline of, 75; contributions of, 84; 
quotations on, 84; foreign capital 
invited by, 238; see also Stock 
Growers’ Association 
Colorado river: 38 
Colorado Territory: first Texas cat- 
tle drive to, 37; catdc association 
in, 73; cattle from, 158 
Comanche county (Kans.) : ranch in, 

^5 

Comanche County Pool: brand book 

of, 78 , 

Commercial Indicator (Kansas City) : 

7* 

Confederate army: beef sold to, aa4 
Conners, M. C: cattleman, ao6; cat- 
tle shipments of, 212 
Connor, John W : range of, 280 
Conrad, John H: office of, 295 
Continental Cattle Company: owners 
of, 197; mention of, 213 
Continental Land and Cattle C«n- 
pany: herd of, 202; station of, 202; 
brands of, 205 ; diief market of, 205 
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Cross, G. H: range of, 276 


Converse Cattle Co: range of, 263 
Cook, R. G: 67 
Cooper, Frank: cattleman, 106 
Cooper (Wyo.) : range near, 272 
Cooperative associations: tendency to- 
ward, in cattle industry, 73 
Corlett, W. W; 144 
Corrals: building of, 80; provisions 
for, in quarantines, 104, 105 
Cottonwood Creek: 108 
Cottonwood Creek Range: 269, 270, 
288, 293, 303 

Council Bluffs: catde inspecdon at, 
93; cattle company at, 122; office 
in, 265 

Council Grove: 40 
Cow country: capital of, 80; see Cat- 
tle range 

Cow punching: quotation on, in 
Cow towns: factors in establishment 
of, 57; mention of, 225 
Cowboy: mention of the, 62 
Cowboy Killer (bull) : 68 
Cowboys: music band of, 67; wages 
of, 166, 24.6, 247; balls held by, 
242; portraits of, 244-247 
CQvshays breaking Camp, Among the 
(illustration): 99 

Covshoys '^Painting the Tovm RetP* 
(illustradoo) ; frontispiece 
Cowles, Ethan H: 123 
Cox Hotel (Dodge City, Kans.) : ac- 
tivities in, 63 

Crain, Harry £: 90, footnote 
Crawford, Lewis F: work of, on cat- 
tle industry, 196 footnote 
Crawford, Thompson & Co : range of, 
296 

Crazy Woman Creek: 189; range 
near, 294 

Crazy Woman Range: 261, 262, 283 
Creighton, Edward; ranges of, 154 
Creighton & Co: range of, 260 
Creswell Cattle Company: range 
ground of, 197 
Crosby, W« L; ranges of, 206 
Crosby Cattle Company; 200 


Crow Creek Range: 267, 275, 288, 296, 
305 

Crow river: 212 

Curley, Edwin A: range description 
by, 222, 223 

Custer: brand inspection at, 93; cat- 
tle shipments from, 206 
Custer City: 211; range near, 269 
Custer county (Dak.) : resident of, 
285 

Custer county ( Nebr.) : 177 
Custer Trail Cattle Company: loss of, 
2x4 

Daily Drovers Journal: editorials in, 
141; quotation from, 139 
Dakota; grasses of, 195-197; experi- 
ences of Theodore Roosevelt in, 240 
Dakota Cattle Company: grazing 
grounds of, 212 

Dakota ranchmen: interviews with, 
196 footnote 

Dakota ranges: source for cattle in, 
210 ; snow on, 210; reference to, 288 
Dakota Territory; buffalo frontier in, 
2ot2 ; cattle companies of, 198-201 ; 
cattle firms in, 81, zii; description 
of, 231; cattle invasion of, 195; 
cattle marts in, 2x1; cattle migra- 
tion to, 198; first large herd to, 47; 
first ranches in, 195; early cattle- 
men of, X95, 196; gold discovery in, 
195 ; grasses in, 200, 201 ; grazing 
ground in, 198, 201 ; herds brought 
to, 1884, 210; range industry in, 
197 ; sources of cattle of, 201 ; mar- 
kets for cattle of, 201 ; Texas cattle 
in, 197 

Dater, Philip; activities of, 106, 111, 
112; work of, on committee, 253 
Dater & Co: range of, 300 
Davis, Theodore R; sketch by, 185 
Davis & Co: range of, 287 
Dawson, John C: cattle drive of, 37 
Day, Tony; 197 
Day, W. H: cattle driver, 59 
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Dc Tocqueville : 221 

Deadwood (Dak.) : brand inspection 
at, 93; mention of, 19S, 2tq, 212; 
range near, 30S; mention of resi- 
dents of, 285, 288 

Deadwood Cattle Association: 

Deadw>od Fioneer: quotation from, 
213, 214 

Deadwood Stage Road: range near, 
269 

Deer Creek; mention of, 200; range 


on, 262 

Deer Creek (Wyo.) : resident of, 288 
Deer Creek valley (Wyo.): winter 
grazing in, 29 
Deer Lodge county: 123 
DefFebach, Erasmus: cattleman, 195, 
196 footnote 

DefFebach, John; catdeman, 195 
Denver ; cattle pool organized at, 73 ; 
mention of, 74, 123 ; description of 
people in, 238; mention of residents 
of, 263, 275, 281, 30s 


Dcs Moines Cattle Company: repre- 
sentative of, 125 

Detectives: employment of, in cattle 
industry, 74; work of, in cattle in- 


dustry, 89, 90 

Dewees, John O: cattle herd of, 475 
as cattle trader, (3 
DewelPs Creek Range: 297 
Diamond C (brand) : 199 
Diamond Spring: 40 
Dick, Texas (“Moore”) :6d 
Dickey, Valentine B: prominence of, 
as cattleman, 78; misfortunes of, 
78, 79; mention of, 19^1 herds of, 


Dickey, William: prominence of, as 
cattleman, 78; misfortunes of, 78, 
79 ; mention of, 196 ; herds of, 200 
Dickey Brothers: 130, 206, 281 
Dickinson (Dakota Terr.) : platting 
of, 201 1 prominence of, as cow 
town, 201-206; cattle trails to, 201; 
railroad at, 201; cattle shipments 
from, 206 



Dickinson county (Kans.) : Farmers’ 
Protective Association of, 56, 57 
Disease law: itz 
Dismal river: 47 


Ditch companies : organization of, on 
ranches, 188 

Doan’s Store (Tex.) : 42 

Dodge, R 1 : 195 

Dodge City: catde trail to, 42; as cat- 
tle center, 45; cattle firms at, 46; 
mention of, 48 ; activities in, as cat- 
tle market, 57-69; location of, 57; 
founding of, 57; first railroad at, 
57; fame of, 57, 58; market com- 
manded by, 57, 58 ; business houses 
in, 58, 6x; quotation on, 58; cattle 
firms registered in, 59, 60; large 
drives to, 60^ 61; effect of cattle 
trade on, 61 ; use of ‘Tone Star” in, 
6x ; character of population of, 62, 
^75 lame of, as freighting 
depot, 62 ; churches in, 62, 63 ; driv- 
ing season in, 63 ; hotels in, 63 ; vis- 
itors to, 63, 64; cattiemen registered 
in, 65; vice and lawlessness in, 65, 
66, 67; epithets of, 66; improve- 
ment of, 66; Rutherford B. Hayes 
in, 67; William T. Sherman in, 67; 
cowboy band in, 67 ; Mexican bull- 
fight in, 67, 68 ; decline of, as cow 
town, 68, 69; Texan youth in, 69; 
civilization of, 69; mention of, to. 


88, 246 

Dodge City and Panhandle Stage: 6x 
Dodge City Covrboy: brands adver- 
tised in, 76 

Dodge City tie CoHoioy Capital: 

quotation from, 66 
Dodge House (Dodge City, Kans.): 

activities in, 63, 69 
Dolan, Wm: range of, 292 
Donkey Creek Range: 271 
Drew, Francis: 127 
Donnelly, John: 131 
DougherQr, J. M: 223 
Douglas, Willan, Sartoris Catde Com- 
pany: Z06 
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Driskell and Sons: 206 
Driskill, J. L: 224. 

Drovers: Trail drovers and Texas 

trail drovers 

Drovers’ Cottage (Abilene, Kans.) : 

activities in, 53 ; mention of, 69, 224 
Dry Bones: quotation from, 202 
Dry Cheyenne Range: 274 
Dry Cheyenne river: range on, 298 
Duck Creek Range : 297, 298 
Duffield, George C: cattle drive of, 
38>4 o; diary of, 38 and footnote, 

39, 40 

Dun, Finlay: cattle count by, 109; 
couplet on, 109; office of, 132; ac- 
tivity of, 14s, 146 ; branding by, 146 
Durbin, John H: cattleman, 105 
Durbin, T. F: cattleman, X05 
Durbin Bros: range of, 289 

E6 (brand) : 197, 199, 200, 214 
Earnest, F ; range of, 286 
East: cattle industry in, 20; cattle 
trade with, 54, $5; cattlemen ac- 
cused by, 96; as cattle producer, 
159; as cattle buyer, 159; capital of, 
in range industry, 167, 168 
East Pasture: x88 

Eastern capital : investment of, in cat- 
tle industry, 122 

Eastern Montana live Stock Asso- 
ciation: organization of, 80, 8z; 
officers of, 81; regulations of, 81; 
membership of, 81; union of, with 
Montana Stock Growers’ Associa- 
tion, 81 

Eastern Montana Stock Growers’ As- 
sociation: 209 

Easterner: contrast of, with plains- 
man, 20 

Edinburgh : cattle interests introduced 
in, 125; cattle company of, 127; 
mention of, 148 

Egbert (Wyo.) : range near, 292 
El Paso : 199 
Elder Creek: 198 


Elk Mountain Range: 280 
Ellison, J« F: cattle herd of, 47; as 
cattle driver, 58, 59; mention of, 

63* 2^3 

Ellsworth (Kans.)= cattle center, 45; 

as cow town, 57 ; mention of, 64, 88 
Emerson Brothers: range of, 266, 298 
Emigration: effect of, on cattle fron- 
tier, 30 

Emmons, S. F: range of, 273 
Empire City: freighters bound for, 32 
England : plan for cattle shipment to, 
107 

English: competition of, in beef in- 
dustry, 226-228 

Englishmen: cattle interests of, 106, 
107 

Evans-Jackson Live Stock Company: 
organization of, 122; property of, 
122; change of name*of, 122 
Evanston (Wyo.) : range near, 256, 
268, 270, 282, 286, 296, 304 

FAUtFiEii), George W : quotation from, 
177, and footnote, 178 
Fall River county (Dakota Terr.) : 
199 

Fallon: cattle shipments from, 206 
Fant, Dillard R: cattle driver, 59, 68 
Farmer, Joseph P: office of, 74 
Farmers’ Protective Association of 
Dickinson county: action of, <6, 37 
Fay, H. H: 168 
Fay, Joseph S: 168 

Fences: construction of, by cattle 
pools, 76, 77; illegality of, 77; men- 
tion of, I2Z ; removal of, 141; il- 
legal use of, 175 ; quotation on, 175, 
176; losses to settlers by, 182; in- 
vestigation of, 182; prosecution 
against, 184, 185; numbers of, 187, 
x88; law against, 187; removal of, 
188; area inclosed by, 189; removal 
of, from public domain, 189 ; argu- 
ment for, 189, 190; citations on, 190, 
19Z 
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Ferdon k Biddle: range of, 291 
Ferries: use of, in cattle transporta- 
tion, 211 

Field, Marshall: 199 
Field, The (London) : representative 
of, 222; range history in, 239 
"JiVe Guard,** Western Farmer Run- 
' nin^ the (illustration) : 1S5 
Fire guards: plowing of, on range, 
79 ; provision for, 112 
Fires: 213 

Fleming, John: ranch of, 176 
“Flying Crow^* (herd) : 200 
Ford, J. Howard: range of, 272 
Ford county (Kans.) : population of, 

62 ; settlement of, 69 
Ford Count, [Kans .3 Globe: quota- 
tion from, 46 ; cattle firms listed in, 

S 9 

Forrester Pool: organization of, 77; 

activities of, 77; losses of, 77 
Fort Benton (Mont) : mention of, 80, 

123, 23s 

Fort Bridget (W70.) : resident of, 305 
Fort Collins (Colo.) : range near, 308 ; 
resident of, 289 

Fort Elliott: mention of, 58, 62 
Fort Fetterman (Wyo.) : agent at, 
256 ; brand inspection at, 93 > range 
near, 261, 264, 2651 266, 276, 278, 
281, 284, 285, 287, 298 
Fort Fred Steele: range near, 286 

Fort Gibson: 39, 4 S> ^ 

Fort GrifiSn: cattle driven past, 46, 58 
Fort Griffin and Dodge City Trail: 

route of, 42 

Fort Hall : freighters bound for, 29 
Fort Kearney: cattle destined for, 26, 

27 

Fort Keogh (Mont.) : music band of, 
82 

Fort Laramie: cattle destined for, 26, 
27; office in, 265? range near, 262, 

265, 284, 294 

Fort Leavenworth (Kans.) : freight- 
ing depot, 25, 31 ; mention of, 226 

Fort Lupton : 177 


Fort McKinley (Wyo.); range near, 
295 ; resident of, 301 
Fort Riley: supplies freighted to, 27; 
railroad at, 40 

Ft Robinson (Nebr.) ; range near, 
270, 284 

Fort Steele: range near, 270 

Fort Supply: 58 

Fort Thompson: ati 

Fort Union (New Mexico Terr*): 

goods freighted to, 27 
Fort Washakie (Wyo.) ; range near, 
268; residents of, 288, 293 
Fort Worth: mention of, 45; catde 
drives past, 46 

Fort Worth Democrat: cattle drives 


noted by, 45, 46 
Fort Yates: 214 
Fox Creek (Wyo. Terr.) ; 188 
Fox Creek Ranch: expenditures on, 
266 

Fox River Ranch: cost of provisions 
on, i6d 

Francis, Charles: 130 
Frank: 141, 145 

Freezeout mountain: range near, 301 
Freight rates: efforts at reduction of, 


90, 91 

Freighters: regular line of, 61, 62 
Freighters, T he. Pilgrims of the 
Plains (illustration) ; 43 
Freighting; period of, 25-33 ; rates of, 
27; personnel in, 27, 28; losses in, 
27 ; description of, by Horace 
Greeley, 29, 30; see also Ox-team 
freighting 

French; representatives of, in catde 
industry, zoj, 208-210 
French Creek: 198 
Frenzeny, Paul: sketch by, 215 
Frewen, Moreton: plan of, for catde 
shipments, 107; catde company of, 


124 

rontier Land and Catde Company: 
ar>oii«9tiAn aff'ainst. 071 mention of. 


107 

Frontiers: types of, 87; contributions 
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of, 87; lack of interpretatioD of, aai 


Gallardo, Gregorio: bullfighter, 68 
Gallatio: cattle shipmcDts from, 206 
Garden City (Kans.) : cattle center, 
45; mention of, 183 
General Land Office: action of, on 
illegal fencing, 178-180 
Geo. Keeline & Sons: range of, 265 
Germany: beef exports from, 141 
Giants in the Earth, The: reference 


to, so 

Gilchrist, Andrew: range of, 267 
Gillette, Sterling k Co : range of, 290 
Goble, G. H: range of, 286 
Gold discovery: efiect of, on cattle 
migrations, 195 

Goldschmidt, May; range of, 299 
Goldschmidt k Fisher: range of, 259 
Goodall, Gorham B: mention of, 164, 
167, 168, 199 

Goodall, H. L: editorials by, 141 
Goose Creek Range: location of, 2SS 
Gordon, Lord Douglas: 131, 132 
Gordon Creek Range: 272 
Goshen Hole Irrigation Company: 
mention of, 165; shares of, 167, 168 ; 
operations of, 188 
Goschen Hole Range: 129, 259 
Graham k Snyder: range of, 292 
Grain field [Kans.] Cap Sheaf: quo- 
tation from, 77 
Granada: 226 
Grand river: 197, 214 
Grand river valley: range in, 199 
Granger: no 

Granite Canon (Wyo.) : range near, 


273 

Granville Stuart: cattle firm, 8x 
Grass: designation of, as **king,** 80 
Grass Creek Range: 268 
Grazing: land for, 190 
Great Bend (Kans.) : as cow town, 
57; mention of, 64, 226 
Greeley, Horace: mendon of, 238 
Greeley (Colo.): range near, 275; 
residents of, 279, 290 



Green, W. R: office of, 126 
Green Horn Associadon: 76 
Green Mountain Stock Ranching 
Company: headquarters r^f, 123 
Green river: freighters bound for, 
30; range on, 277, 305 

Josiah: wridng of, 221 
Grimes and Thornton: cattle firm, 129 
Gudgell: catdeman, 199 
Guernsey, C. A: office of, 286 
Guiterman, Wm: range of, 300 
Guthrie, Hord k Co; range of, 269 

Hackney, Williams k Co: range of, 
283 

Hall, £. F: 166 

Hallett, Moses B: decrees of, on fenc- 
ing, 187 

Hams Fork; range on, 277 
Hanford Land and Cattle Company: 

capital stock of, 123 
Hanna, J. W : range of, 275 
Hanna k McCauley: range of, 275 
Hardin, Campbell k Co : range of, 264 
Hardin, Jake: 110 
Harkness k Co: range of, 299 
Harper^s Magazine: quotadon from, 
159 

Harris, Jack; office of, 80 
Harris, L. B: cattleman, 223 
Harris, William: address of, 261 
Harris & Clevenger: range of, 261 
Harte, Bret: 50 
**Hash Knife’*: losses of, 214 
“Hash Knife” ranch: owners of, 197 
Haskell, Cap: aedvides of, 128 
Hat Creek (Wyo.) : range near, 286, 
299 

Hat Creek Basin: range at, 273, 297 
Hat Creek Range: 267, 287, 291, 300, 
301, 302 

Hat Creek Valley: xio 

Hat Creek Valley Range: 295 

Hatch, Rufus: 127 

Haupt, C. E: catdeman, 207 

Haupt, Herman: catdeman, 207 

Hay Creek: 199 
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Havdcn, F. V: 22$ 

Haves, Rutherford B; visit of, in 
Dodge rit>’. 67 

Hayes Cin ( Kans.) : cattle center, 45 ; 

as cow town, 57; mention of, 88 
Haygood, A. \V: range of, 273 
Head, R. G: career of, in cattle trade, 
64; office of, 126 

Head and Bishop: cattle firm, 64 
Headwater Range: 267 
Hecht, C: range of, 302 
Hecht k Bro: range of, 302 
Helena (Mont.) : mention of, 81 ; cat- 
tle company at 122 
Henry, T. C : office of. 55, 56 
Hettinger [Dakota Terr.): iv 7 
Hickok. James B. (“Wild Bill”): 
office of, 56 

Higginson, Henry L: 165, footnoU; 
z68 

Highwood Range: 80 
Hill, Alexander Stanley: account of, 
on cattle industry, 234-237 
Hinckley, Isaac; 165, footnote 
Hitson, John: cattle ranges of, 154 
Hobbs, F. D: work of, 178 
Holden k Stevens: range of, 285 

Hollv, A. S. k Company: fenced land 

^ * 

of, 181 

Holly, William: office of, 74 
Holly's Station: iSi 
Hooker, Colonel: no 
Hopkins, B. S: range of, 275 
Hornaday, William T: 247 
Horse Creek: 200 

Horse Creek Range: 160, 260, 282, 300 
Horse Head Creek: 199 
Horse Head Range: 285 
Horse Shoe (Wyoming Terr.): 9 ^ 
Horse Shoe Range: 281 
Horse wrangler: 47 
Horses: inclusion of, in cattle indus- 
try, 123 

Howard, Clark: address of, 278 
Hovt J. W: publication of, 128 
Huerfano (Colo.): 176 
Hunter, Robert D: 224 


Hunter, S. D: range of, 275 
Hunter k Bergman: range of. 264 
Hunter, Evans k Hunter: range of, 
306 

Hunting Trips of a Ran^kmam: 107, 
240 

Huntley: cattle shipments from, 206 
Hunton, John: range of, 274 
Hunton's Creek: 143 
Hutchinson; 226 
Hutton, Charles: ranges of, 154 

Idaho: ranges in, 260 
Idaho Territory*: 176, 234 
Iliff, John W: mention of, 15, 119. 
163, 233; ranching interests of, 30; 
cattle industry of, I54“i59: ranches 
of, 157; habits of, 158 
Illegal fencing; see Fences, Public do- 
main, Land inclosures 
Illinois: 54 

Immigration: movement of, 120 
Indian agencies: freighters bound for, 
30; cattle brought to, 46; cattle in- 
spection at, 78; as cattle market, 
158; cattle purchased at 224 
Indian Creek (Kans.): mendoo of, 
76; range on, 263 

Indian Territory: 46, 58, 59, 142; see 
also Texas 

Indians: cattle purchased by, 53 ; pro- 
tection against So 

Internadonal Cattle Co: range of, 302 
Internadonal Trust Company ^Bos- 
ton): 164 

Interstate Commerce Commission : ac- 
don against, S2; defense of, 83 
Iowa: mendoD of, 54; cattlemen of, 

181 

Iowa and Montana Cattle ^....ompany. 
210 

Iron Gall (bull): 68 

Irrigation companies: organization of, 

on ranches, 188 
Irvine, W. C: m, 

Irvine k Ford: range of, 257 
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Jack’s Creek Range: 273, 295 
Jackson, James A: range of, 260 
Jamestown (Dakota Terr.): winter 
in, 214 

J-D (brand) : 105 
Jenny’s Stockade Range : 269 
J. J. Ranch: fenced area of, 18S 
J. M. Carey & Bro: range of, 291 
Johnson, A. H. (“Gus”) : cattleman, 
65; activities of, 126 
Johnson, Virgil : cattle driver, 58 
Johnson county (Wyo.) : range in, 296 
Johnson County (Wyo* Terr.) Cattle 
Association: 92 

Johnston, W. E: office of, 306 
Jones Creek: 197 

Jordon (Montana Terr.) : ranch near, 
199 

Judith river: 234 

Julesburg: cattle shipments from, 229 
Junction City (Kans.) : railroad to, 
40; mention of, 42, 87; cattle cen- 
ter, 45 

Kansas: cattle drive through, 39; rail- 
road construction in, 40; promi- 
nence of, in Texas cattle trade, 46 ; 
cow towns of, 53-69 ; granger, west- 
ward movement of, 68 ; cattle pools 
77* 78; fraudulent claims on 
land in, 183 ; cattle pastures in, 223 ; 
mention of, 239 

Kansas cattle: description of, 227 
Kansas City (Kans.) ; mention of, 60, 

SOI, 226; as cattle mart, 
26 ; railroad at, 40, 41 ; commercial 
representative of, 76 ; packing firms 
at; 121 ; Texas steers shipped to, 141 
Kansas City Commercial Indicator: 

78 

Kansas Pacific Railroad: mention of, 
40, 87; completion of, to Abilene, 
41 ; cattle inspectors on, 74 ; adver- 
tisement of, for cattle trade, 225, 226 
Kansas Valley: railroads in, 40 
Keeline, Geo. A: range of, 265 
Keith, M. C: ranch of, t8o 


Keith, R. C; success of, in cattle in- 
dustry, 153, 154; profits of, 154 

Keith and Barton: cattle business of, 
222 

Keith County (Nebr.) Cattle Associa- 
tion: 92 

Kelly, H. B: cattle ranch of, 140; 
range of, 258 

Kendrick, John B: cattle drive told 
by, 48, 49 

Kennebeck Ranch: fencing of, 180 
Kennedy, J. H: range of, 285, 298 
Keystone Cattle Company: 123 
Killdeer mountains: 199, 205 
King, Clarence: 228 
King, Richard: cattle owned by, 61 
Kingman, John C: range of, 305 

Kingman county (Kans.) : use of gov- 
ernment land in, 176 

Kiowa river: cattle ranch on, 127 
Knight; Jesse: range of, 2S2 
Kohrs, Conrad: mention of, 15, 119; 
cattle interests of, 83 ; prominence 
of, as cattleman, 81 ; activity of, in 
cattle company, 81 ; success of, in 
cattle industry, 153 ; herds of, 233, 

234 

Kokemut, L. M: career of, in cattle 
industry, 65 
Ku Klux (bull) : 68 
Kuykendall, W. L: office of, 89, foot- 
note; range of, 299 

La Bonte Creek Range; 276 
La Bonte Range : 269 
La Prelle Creek Range : 264, 266, 276, 
278, 285, 298 

Lake, Tomb, and Lemmon Cattle 
Company: ranches of, 199; cattle 
of, 199 
Lamar; 189 
Lambs, J. B: 209 
Lamoure county (Dak.) : 2x4 
Lance Creek Range: 263, 272, 299 
Land: see Public domain 
Land inclosures: tax on, 173, 174; law 
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on, 174; methods of, 174; oho 
Fences, Public domain 
Lands: acquisition laws of, 144 
Lane, William C: cattleman, 163 
Lane county (Elans.) : cattle pool in, 

76 . . 

Lsrsmic (^fVyo.) i range near, 27® 
Laramie City: mention of, 106, 222, 
range near, 256, 25S, 261, 2&0, 301, 

Laramie county (Wyoming Terr.) - 
mention of, 122, 164; stock assoaa- 
tion of, gS; range in, 258, 284, 291, 

297 . 

Laramie Plains Range: 256, 257, 256, 
272, 276, 3031 30+ 

Laramie River Range; 262, 269, 270, 
277, 294, 296 

Laramie River Valley: winter graz- 
ing in, 28 

Laramie Stock Jsiociation Minute 
Book: 89, footnote 

Laramie Valley (Wyoming Terr.): 
ranges of, 140, t4^> *54 

Las Animas; 74 

Las Animas county (Colo.) : frau u- 
lent claims in, 183 

Latham, Dr. H; quoution from, iS*. 

159, and footiioi€ 

Lawson, Thomas. 13® 

Leavenworth: cattle case held in, 77 
Leavenworth, Lawrence & Galveston 
Railway Company; advertising of, 

for cattle trade, 226 
Lee, Higginson, and Company: 165, 

*68 ^ t * 

Lemmon, G. E; cattleman, 196. foot- 

note 

Ughtning Creek Range; 261 
Uncoln County (Nebr.) Cattle Asso- 

ciation: 92 

Little Big Horn; range near, 295 
Little Laramie river; range on, 30? 
Little Medicine Bow Range ; 30* 
Little Medicine river; 144 
Little Missouri ranges; overstocking 
of, 241 mention of, 281, 291 


Little Missouri river : mention of, 113, 
189; cattle ranges on, 83, 197; cat- 
tle herd on, 196; grazing area of, 

201 ; Theodore Roosevelt ranches 
on, 2o6 

Little Missouri River Stock Growers' 
Association; overstocking in ranges 
of, 213 

Little Missouri River Stockmen's As- 
sociation: Theodore Roosevelt in, 
206 

Little Missouri Valley: Wibaux in, 
20S-210; activities of Vallambrosa 
in, 207, 208 

Little Powder River Range; 271, 282, 
287» 3<H 

Live Stock Commission, State: need 
for, 74 

Live Stock Commissioners, Board of 
(Montana) : creation of, 82; activi- 
ties of, 82 

Live Stock Industry of the United 
States, Prose and Poetry of the: 56, 
footnote 

Livermore (Colo.): range near, 266; 
resident of, 298 

Livingston : cattle shipments from, 206 

Lockhart, Tade: 50 
Lockhart (Texas) : mention of, 45, 47*1 

cattle from, 53 

Lodge, Henry Cabot; range finances 
of, 168 

Lodge Pole Creek Range : location of, 

255 

London: cattle company representa- 
tive in, 124; cattle companies of, 

127-129 

London Times: cattle industry ac- 
counts in, 233 

Lone Star: use of, as trademark, 61 

Lone Star (bull) : 68 

Lost Spring; 4° 

Lost Spring Range: 239 

Loup river: 47 

Loup River Valley: inclosed ranges 
in, *77 

Luke Voorhees & Co: range of, 258 


INDEX 


341 


Lusk, F. S: address of, 263 
Lusk (Wyo,) ; 49 

Lykins, W. C: activities of, 89, 90 
Lynch, D. B: range of, 300 
Lytle, John T: as director of cattle 
drives, 58, 59, 64 

Mabrt, Seth: cattle drover, 64; social 
activities of, 64; mention of, 224 
McCoy, Joseph G: mention of, 69; 
activities of, as cattleman, 41; ac- 
count of cattle frontier by, 223-226 ; 
cowboy described by, 245 
McCoy, W. and Bros; 53 
McCutcheon, Willis : trail drover, 224 
Macdonald, James: account of cattle 
industry by, 226, 228 
McFarland, N. C: work of, 173, 174, 

*75 

McGee, T. H : range of, 296 
McGillicuddy, V. T ; office of, 293 
McGinley & Stover: range of, 308 
Mackenzie, Colin J: 130, 131 
McKenzie Cattle Company: mention 
of, 81 ; stock of, 123 
Macqueen House (Miles City) : meet- 
ings at, 81 
Magpie Creek:' zoo 
Majors, Alexander : freighting activi- 
ties of, 25-28 

Mancos Canyon: fencing of, z8o 
Mandan: mention of, 195; brand in- 
spei^on at, 93; ferry at, 211 
Mandel (Wyo.): resident of, 287 
Mankin; cattleman, 199 
Marcy, Randolph B: travelers* book 
by, 26 

Marmouth: 199 

Marquis de Mores: cattle firm, 81; 

sre Yallambrosa (Antoine de) 
Marsh, Robert: cattleman, 106 
Marsh & Cooper : range of, 256, 276 
Mardneau, Harriet: 221 
Masterson, Edward J : 66, 67 
Mather & Robinson Co : range of, 286 
Maverick law: mention of, 1x2; en- 
forcement of, 75 ; rer n/jo Branding 


Mavericks: profits from, 94; status 
of, loi; regulations on, 101, 102; 
registration of, 102; sale of, X02; 
profits from, 103 
Mead, Henry G: range of, 285 
Mead, O, W: 125 
Meagher county (Mont.): 122 
Medicine Bow (Wyo.) : resident of, 
301 

Medidne Creek: 143 
Medora: founding at, 207; abandon- 
ment of, 208 

Medora BaJ Lands Cowboy: see Bad 
Lands Cowboy 

Melini, James F: description of ox- 
trains by, 31, 32 

Messersmith, £. R: mention of, 205; 
cattleman, 199 

Mexican bullfight: exhibit of, in 
Dodge City, 68 

Mexican cattle: dispersion of, 37 
Mexicans: lands preempted by, 183 
Mexico: 223 

Middle Creek: range near, 266 
Middle Fork Range: 262 
Middle (or West) Shawnee Trail: 
route of, 42 

Middlesex live Stock Company: rep- 
resentative of, 125 
Middleton: capture of, 90 
Miles City: mention of, 81, 295, 198, 
235 ; brand inspection at, 93 ; cat- 
de shipment from, 206 ; packing 
plants at, 207 

Miles City Club: meetings at, 82 
Milk River Range: 234 
**Mill Iron*’ brand: 197 
Miller, Joaquin: 228 
Millet, £. B: 224 

Millet and Dewees: cattle driver, 59 
Milwaukee & Wyoming Investment 
Co: range of, 277 

Mingusville : mention of, 201 ; cattle 
shipment from, 206 
Mingusville (later Wibaux) : quar- 
ters of P. Wibaux at, 2zo 
Minneapolis: 123 
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Minute Book, Colorado Cattle Grow- 
ers’ Association: 74, footnote; 75 
Missouri: catde drive to, 37; cattle 
imported from, 205 ; mention of, 223 
Missouri Pacific Railroad : 40 
Missouri river: 40, 195, 214 
Missouri Valley: brand inspection at, 

93 

Montana : mention of, 54 ; cattle ship- 
ment to, 142 ; experiences of Theo- 
dore Roosevelt in, 240; range in, 
281, 295, 307 

Montana Cattle Company : mention of, 

Si ; manager of, 83 ; incorporation 

of, 122 

Montana Stock Growers’ Association : 
organization of, 81; union of, with 
Eastern Montana Live Stock Asso- 
ciation, Si; territories represented 
in, 81; meetings of, Si, 82; sub- 
scription of, for legislative aid, 82; 
activiries of, 82 

Montana Territory; cattle organiza- 
tions in, S0-S3; cattlemen’s associa- 
tion in, 92 ; cattle companies estab- 
lished in, 122 ; losses in, 148 ; cattle 
brought to, 1 58; grazing region of, 
230; cattle inventory in, 233; por- 
traits of cattle industry in, 234*^37 
Moreton, Frewin & Co: range of, 262 
Morgan, Samuel: address of, 273 
Mormon War: freighting business in, 

26, 27 

Mormons: cattle sold to, 26, 27 
Motley, Chas, D : range of, 258 
Mountain Lion Creek (Wyoming 

Terr,): 188 

Mouse River Live Stock Assoaadon: 

organization of, 213 
Mud Creek Valley (Kans.) : grazing 

in, 55 

Muddy Creek Range: 292 
Muddy river: range on, 277 
Muddy River Range: 292 
Mudge, Henry S : ranch of, 243 ; ranch 

house of, 243 
Muleshoe Ranch: size of, 


Murphy: 119 

Murphy, John T: prominence of, in 
cattle industry, S3 

Murphy, M. H. k W. A: range of, 301 
Murrin, Luke: saloon of, 111 
Musselshell Range (Mont) : 177 
Musselshell river: 234 
Musselshell Valley (Mont) : catde 
industry in, 81, 122 
My Life on the Range: 189 
Myers, John J : trail buriness of, 64; 
as a trail drover, 224 

N Live Stock Co^ The: range of, 280 
Nagle, E; office of, 91; range of, 296 
National Catde and Horse Growers^ 
Association of the United States: 
organization of, 139, 140 
National Catde Company; mention 
of, 131; range of, 257 
Nebraska: sand-hill region of, 47 ? 
mention of, 545 ranges in, 16, 267, 
279, 297, 306 ; fenced areas in, 178 ; 
character of plain of, 22S, 229 
Nehfuska, Its Advantages, Resoufces, 
and Dravobacks: 222, footnote 
Nebraska City: freighting depot, 25; 

catde drive at, 39, 4° 

Nebraska Land and Catde Company, 
Umited : finances of, i6i ; mort- 
gaged property of, 161, 162 
Nebraska Stock Growers’ Associa- 
tion; 92 

Nelson, O. H: 65 
Nelson, Thomas: 129 
Nevada, Territory of: 645 ranges in, 

255 

New England: mention of, 168 
New Hampshire: investors from, in 

catde industry, 123 
New Mexico Territory: frei^tkg 

business in^ 25* 3 * » 

60, 154, 198 ; <»«le from, in Dakota, 

*97 

New Orleans; catde driye tn^ 375 
mention of, 223 

Newman, E. S; range of, 91 %, 3 ®® 
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Newman (Nebr.) : 124 

Newton (Kans.) : railroad at, 57; 

lawlessness in, 225 ; mention of, 226 
Nichols, Ira: 180 

Ninnescah (Kans.), Halting Place on 
the (illustration) : 155 
Niobrara River Range: 278 
North Canadian river ; 4S 
Nordi Chug Range; 257 
North of *g6: cattle industry por- 
trayed in, 50 

North Platte (Nebr.) : cattlemen or- 
ganization at, 76 ; mention of, 222 ; 
range near, 297 

North Platte plain: character of, 228, 
229 

Nordi Platte Range: 290, 307 
North Platte river; 59, no, 198, 222; 
range near, 25^, 261, 279, 281, 291, 
300 

North Wood (Wyo.) ; range near, 
296 

Northern Pacific Railroad: efiect of, 
on cattle industry, 80; opening of, 
X53; cattle shipment on, 198, 206; 
mention of, 205; ferry established 
by, 211; mention of, 233, 234 
Northern Pacific Refrigerator Car 
Company: organization of, 207 
Northwest: cattle industry in, 80-83 
Northwestern Cattle Company: or- 
ganization of, 123 
Northwestern Railroad: no 
Nueces river: 46 


O’Brien, N, J ; office of, 89 
O’Rourke, Charles: homestead of, 180 
Oelrichs, Harry: office of, 302 
Oelrichs, Henry: cattleman, 199 
Oelrichs Brodiers k, Co : range of, 303 
Ogallala (Nebr.) : mention of, 42, 46, 

4^t 5^1 ^ ^29 ; cattle center, 45 ; 

cattle trade in, 59; appearance of, 
222, 223; range near, 290 
Ogc, Louis: 60 


Old Shawnee Trail: route of, 42 
Old Woman Creek Range : 257, 27 


Old Woman Range : 302 
Olmsted, Frederick Law: 37, 222 
Omaha: mention of, 124, 258, 202; 

agent at, 256 
Onion Creek: 47 

Oregon: freighters bound for, 32 
Oregon Trail: 42, 222 
Orgon & Draper: range of, 307 
Orr: cattle drive of, 234 
Osceola (la.) : 40 
Ottumwa: 40 

Overstocking: 2x2 ; see also Range in- 
dustry 

Owl Creek Range: 287, 288, 293 
OX (brand) : 2x4 

Oxen: wintering of, 25, 26; fate of, 
on plains, 25 ; uses of, on plains, 33 
Oxley Ranch Company; 234 
Ox-team freighting: depots for, 25; 
period of, 25-33; decline of, 33; see 
also Freighting 

Ox-teams; use of, in development of 
West, 25; trains of, 30, 32 ; descrip- 
tion of, 31; load of, 32, 32; rate of 
speed of, 32; numbers of, 32 

Pacific Telegraph : effect of, on cat- 
tle industry, 3 ^ 

Page, Edward: 265, footnote 
‘Talace, The” : see “White House” 
Panther Creek: 47 
Parkman, Francis: book by, 222 
**Pastoral Marvels” : reference to, 222 
‘Tastoral Researches of Wyoming”: 
128 

Patterson brothers: cattle ranges of, 

154 

Paul Potters’ bull: 2x5 
Pawnee Range: 279 
Perry, J. F : range of, 287 
Peters & Alston: range of, 289 
Pfeiffer, Oscar: 225 
Phillips, F. M: range of, 294 
Pickering k Lewis Cattle Co: range 
of, 272 

Pierce, A. H. (“Shan^aP’) : trail 
driving experience of, 65 
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Pierre (Dak.) : cattle mart, 211, 212; 

references to, 210, 213 
“Pilgrims” (cattle) : 212 
Pine BluflPs: cattle shipments from, 
229; range near, 30S 
Pine Ridge (Dak.): brand inspection 
at, 93 ; resident of, 278 
Pine Ridge Agency (Dak.) ; 293, 306 
Pine Ridge Reserve Range: 293 
Piper, Edward: cattle driven by, 37 
Piper, Edwin Ford: quotation from, 
202 

Plains: use of, for winter grazing, 28, 

29 

Plains grasses: food value of, 28; 
factor of, in range boom, X2i ; quo- 
tation on, 195-197; references to, 
200, 201 

Planters’ Hotel (Denver) : 73 
Platte divide: 195 
Platte river: 47 

Platte River Range: 260, 265, 270, 
281, 292, 294 

Plattsmouth (Nebr.): 177 
Pleuropneumonia: 139 
Plumb, Duncan C: cattleman, 129, 
199, 200; ranch of, 197 
Plunkett, Roche & Co: range of, 279 
Plunkitt, Horace : cattleman, 107; quo- 
tation from, 138 
Poindexter: cattle drive of, 234 
Poison Creek Range: 290 
Pole Creek: range near, 300 
Pole Creek Range: 280, 308 
Pole Range: 291 
Pollard k Co: range of, 262 
“Pony Bill”: advice of, on brands, 

236 

Pools: ser Cattle pools 

Poor, Jno. R: range of, 278 

Poor’s Ranch: location of, 272, 278 

Portray Pasture: 188 

Post k Warren: range of, 307 

Potts, Benjamin F: cattle interests of 

83 

Powder river: 124; range on, 261 
reference to, 279, 289 


Powder River Cattle Company: busi- 
ness of, 124; brand of, 124; refer- 
ences to, 107, 238 

Powder River Range: 262, 268, 279, 
283, 284, 289, 294, 301, 303 
Powell, J. W : report of, on Dakota, 

195 

Prairie Cattle Company: organiza- 
tion of, 125; Scottish interests in, 
125; business of, 126; management 
of, 126; ranch of, 187; fences of, 
removed, 187; brands of, 236 
Prairie 6res: losses from, 213; refer- 
ences to, 239, 240 

Prairie Snowtorm dischsed after a 
Tha*w, Victims of a (illustradon) : 
215 

Prairie Traveler, The: 26 
Pratt and Ferris Cattle Co: streams 
diverted by, 189; range of, 283 
Preemption: 174, 176, 181 
Prentice, George; 130 
Price & Jenks: range of, 283 
Pringle, Robert: activity of, 129 
Prose and Poetry of the live Stock 
Industry: see Live Stock Industry, 
Prose and Poetry of 
Prouty, S. S: cattle paper managed 
by, So 

Prj'or, Ike T: cattle driver, 49, 50; 

quotation from, 50 
Public domain: use of, by cattlemen, 
94-96; purchase of. 94, 95; plea 
against public sale of, 94, 95; stnig- 
I gle for, 173; illegal appropriation 
I of, 173 ; regulation of fenang of, 
173* 174 i preemption rights on, 174 1 
settlers’ demands for, 174; rights 
assumed on, I74» ^75 » fraudulent 
patents on, 174, ^75 i lawlessness on, 
176; diversion of water on, 188, 
189; restoration of fenced areas to, 
188; illegal inclosures on, 189 

Public lands: Public domain 

Public Lands Commission: work of, 
on ranches, 94 
Pueblo: cattle pool at, 75, 7 ^ 
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Pumpkin Creek Range: ate, 266, 271 
Purgatory river: 1S8 

Quaraktike laws: 141, 142 

Railroads: effect of, on cattle indus- 
try, 32, 33 ; construction of, in Kan- 
sas, 40; effect of, on cattle driving, 
40; cattle markets created by, 57 ; 
boom of, 1 19, 120; mention of, 137, 
142 ; competition of, for cattle trade, 
225, 226 

Ranch cattle area : 19 ; see Cattle range 
Ranch houses: description of, 242, 243 
Ranch Life and the Hunting Trail: 
240 

Ranch Notes: 206, 207 
Ranching: description of, 242 
Ranchmen: fraudulent claims of, on 
public domain, 183 ; struggle of, for 
land, 173-19Z 

Rand, Briggs k Co: range of, 2te 
Range: see Cattle range 
Range country: see Cattle range 
Range industry: factors in growth of, 
19, 20; factors in decline of, 20; 
historical significance of, 2 x ; status 
of, in 1880^3, 137-150; foreign com- 
pedtxon to, Z41 ; reverses of, 141, 
142; signs of failure in, 149, 150; 
contribution of, 150; success in, by 
individuals, 153, 154, 162; by part- 
nerships, 15 3, 162; expansion fea- 
tures of, 163 ; beginnings of, in Da- 
kota, 195; diversification of, 207, 
208; by-products of, 208; French- 
men engaged in, 207-2x0; losses in, 
213-215; prophe<7 for, 223; meth- 
ods of starting in, 232; see also 
Cattle raising 
Range riders; 76 
Rankin Bros: range of, 294 

Rankin Live Stock Company: fencing 
by, 180 

Rapid City: 198, 210, 211 

Rapid City Cattle Association: 92 

Rawhide Buttes: range near, 277, 258 


Rawhide Creek (Wyoming Terr.) : 

124, 189; range near, 277, 294 
Rawhide Range: 303, 307 
Rawlins (Nebr.) : range near, 292 
Rawlins (Wyo.) : range near, 2te, 
273. 283, 294, 295 

Ray, Harvey: cattle drive of, 38-40 
Raynolds, W, F: winter grazing on 
plains discovered by, 29 
Record of Brands: 108, X09 
Red river: 42, 47, 48; cattle drive 
through, 38 

Reed, A, G: office of, 73, 74 
Reed, J. D : 224 
Reel, A. H: 105 

Reel k Rosendale: range of, 277 
Refrigerated beef: competition for, 
by English, 226-228 
Refrigerator plants : establishment of, 
207 

Rehmeyer Ranch: 132 
Reid, £. J: range of, 284 
Republican river: 54 
Reynolds, P. G: stage line owned by, 
61; cattle ranges of, 154 
Reynolds Brothers: herd of, 2x2 
Rhodes: brand inspector, 6x 
Richards, Bartlett: range of, 271 
Richard's Creek: 143 
Richthoven, Walter Baron von: book 
by, t23, 237; account of cattle in- 
dustry by, 237-239 

River Falls Live Stock Company; 123 
RMK (brand) : 199 
Roads; cattleman, 196 
Rock Creek: 107 
Rock Creek Range: 256, 276 
Rocky Mountain Husbandman: quo- 
tation from, 142 
Rogers, W. A: sketch by, 99 
Romspert, George W: tour of, 244, 
245 ; description of cowboys by, ^ 4 4 ^ 

24s 

Roosevelt, Theodore: activities of, in 
cattle industry, 81, 83, 206, 207; 
accounts by, 240-243 ; range experi- 
ences of, 240-243; ranch house of, 
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243; ranch writings of, 206, 207; 
losses of, 207; investments of, S3; 
cattle herds of, 1x3; catde brand 
of, S3; quotations from, 19X, 212, 
24S 

Rosebud {Wjo») : 307 
Rosebud Indian Agency: brand in- 
spection at, 93 
Rosenbaum: cattleman, 199 
Round-up captains: payment of, 74; 
record of, 75 

Round-ups: regulation of, 75; activi- 
ties of Theodore Roosevelt at, 83 ; 
handbills issued on, 89; laws for, 
97; names of, 97; horse round-ups, 
97; seasonal, 97, 98; foreman of, 
97, 98, X02; preparations for, 98; 
methods of, 98 ; plan for, loi, /oot- 
note 

^‘Running Water*’ (herd) : 200 
Running Water (Ncbr.) : 306 
Running Water Creek (Wyo.) : ranch 

at, 49 

Running Water Range : 258, 263, 266, 
^77. *78, *9* 

Russell, D, P: office of, 284 
Russell, Majors, and Waddell: busi- 

ness of, 25-28 

Russia: beef exports from, 141 
Rustler (bull) : 68 

Sabille RrvBx Range: 257, 296 
Sage Creek Range: 261 
SG (brand) : 199 
St Clair, W. P. P: office of, 76 
St Joseph: 224 

St Louis: catde company organized 
at, X39; Texas catde shipment to, 
141; catde market at 2*45 refer- 
ences to, 40, 78 

St Paul : brand inspecdon at 93 ; ref- 
erence to, 201 
Salt Creek: 77 
Salt Lake City (Uuh) : 64 
Sanborn, C. W : 180 
Sand Creek Range: 2S9, 297 
Santa F6 Trail: catde drive on, 40 


Scodand: catde company in, 108 
Scotsman: correspondent of, 226 
Scott Joseph: office of, 82 
Scott Richard H: 167 
Scott & Hank: range of, 287 
Scottish catde companies: 123, 124, 

« 5 -* 33 . *37 
Scott's Bluffs Range : 279 

Seabury & Gardner: range of, 302 

Searight: herds of, 157 

Searight Bros: range of, 290 

Sedalia (Mo.): catde drive to, 37; 

references to, 224 

Setdement: movement 120; obstacles 
to, i 74 t rys 

Setders: conflict of, with ranchmen, 
96, 97; hardships of, from illegal 
fencing, 182, 184; fraudulent claims 
of, on public domain, 183, 184; con- 
trast of, with ranchmen, 191 
Setders’ f render: movement of, to 
Dakota, 50 

“Seventy-one Quarter Circle Ranche”: 
see Wyoming Catde Ranche Com- 
pany 

“76” (brand) : 124 
777 (brand) : zoo, 2x4 
Shaw, Bob: 66 

Shaw, Quincy A: 165, footnote; 168 
Shawnee Creek Range: 259 
Sheep: purchase of, for range, 207; 
inclusion of, in catde industry, 

123 

Sheep Creek: range near, 294 
Sheep industry: separadon of, from 
catde interests, 74 
Sheidley & Mayfield: range of, 266 
Shepherd, James: xsx 
Shennan, W. T: speedi of, in Dodge 

City, 67 

Shonkin range: 80 
Shonkin Stock Assodadon: organiza- 
don of, 80; reguladons of, 80 
Sibylee Valley: control of, by Swan 
company, 13^ >33 
Sidney (la.): 40 

Sidney (Nebr.): catde shipments 
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from, 229; range near, 216, 300; 
reference to, 80 ; resident of, 290 
Simpson, J. H: cattleman, 197 
Simpson, John N: comment of, 205; 
cattle shipment of, 205; reference 
to, 206 

Sioux City: 199 

Sioux City Cattle Company: 21 z 
Sioux County (Nebr.) Cattle Asso> 
elation: 92; range in, 272, 273, 278, 
283, 297, $06 

Six-shooters: carrying of, 78 
Skull Creek Range: 264 
Slaughter houses: establishment of, 
207 

Smith Sc Ash : range of, 282 
Smoky Hill Cattle Pool (Kans*) : es* 
tablishment of, 76 ; activities of, 76 ; 
losses of, 77 

Smoky Hill Valley (Kans.) : railroad 
in, 40 

Smith, Chandler: brand inspector, 74 
Smith, Thomas J : work of, 56 ; monu- 
ment to, 56 
Smith, W, £: 198 
Snake river: range near, 260, 278 
Snyder, 6. H: range of, 309 
Snyder, J. S: range of, 309 
Snyder Brodiers : cattle drives of, 46 ; 
reference to, 68 

Souri’s (or Mouse) River Valley: 

grazing area, 2oi 
South Platte Range: 308, 309 
South Platte river; cattle range on, 
154; references to, 42, 222 
South Loup Valley: crops in, 179 
Southern Colorado Cattle Growers’ 
Association: meeting of, 76 
Southwest: demand for cattle pools 
in, 77 

Southwestern Cattle Growers’ Asso- 
ciation: leading members of, 78; 
regulations^ 79 

Sparks, John: cattleman, 106; range 
of, 255 

Sparks Sc Tlnnin: range of, 255 
Spear£sh (Dakota) ; cattle ranch near, 


196; range near, 291, 304; refer* 
ences to, 211, 2x2 

Speculation: effect of, on cattle in- 
dustry, 119; effects of, in range in- 
dustry, 137 
Spencer, Earl W: 127 
Spencer, J. C: address of, 269 
Spencer (la.) : cattle from, 2 10 
Spring Creek: 198 
Spring Creek Range: 299 
Springdale: cattle shipments from, 
206 

Stampedes: 239 

Standard Cattle Company: represen- 
tative of, 124; manager of, 106, 159, 
160; record of, z6o; range of, 282 
State University of Iowa: acknowl- 
edgement to, 15 
Stewart^ John T: 128 
Stinking river: range on, 305 
Stock Association of Laramie : organi- 
zation of, 88, 89; change of name 
of, 91; see also Wyoming Stock 
Growers’ Association 
“Stock Express”: 225, 226 
Stock Growers’ Association (Colo.) : 
organization of, 73 ; activities of, 
73, 74; change of name of, 74; see 
also Colorado Cattle Growers’ As- 
sociation 

Stoddard, Lapham and Howard: 
range of, 261 

Stoneville (Alzada, Mont) : 197 ; res- 
ident of, 281 

Storms: disasters of, to cattle indus- 
try, 83 

Strahorn, Robert £: guide books by, 
229, 230; cattle industry described 
by, 229, 230 

Street, David: activity of, 128 
Strevell, J. W: office of, 81 
Stuart, Granville: 119 
Sturgis, F. K: 165, footnote 
Sturgis, Thomas: office of, 89, 91; 
land sales of, 95; cattleman, 164, 
X99; references to, 104, zii, 112, 
1x4, 2X1 
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Sturgis, Thomas, Jr: 165, footnote 
Sturgis, William: 90, footnote 
Sturgis and Lane: herds of, 157; 
range of, 2S9 

Sturgis, Goodcll, and Lane: cattle 
firm, 129; range of, 259, 309 
Succor Springs Ranche; range near, 
256 

Suddith & Montgomery ; range of, 302 

Sugg, C C: S30 

Sun, Tom: activities of, 105 

Sun Dance (Wyo.) : 282 

Sun River Range (Montana Terr.) : 

153 

Superior (Wia.) : 124. 

Swan, Alexander H: office of, 89; ac- 
tivities of, 108, 109* ^4*1 * 4 ^ 1 

references to, in, 1147 * 3 *> 

132; address of, 257 
Swan and F rank Livestock Company : 

range of, 257; reference to, 131 
Swan Brodiers: herds of, 157 
Swan, Frank and Anthony Cattle 


Company: 131 

Swan Land and Cattle Company, 
manager of, 108; business of, 108, 
109; losses of, 114; extent of, 130; 
property of, 13* » directors of, 13*1 
132 ^ business of, 13A * 33 * offices 
of, 132; condition of, in 1884, i 3 ^» 
139, 140; management of, i 40 > i 4 *» 
146 j extension of, 14^, ^ 4 * 1 expen- 
ditures of, 141 ; condition of, in 1886, 
143 ; improvements made by, 143 » 
lands of. ii±: losses and profits of, 


144, 145; failure of, 14S1 * 4^1 con- 
dition of, in 1887, 144-147; in 

J47J overstocking of ranges by, 
149; revival of, I49i footnote 
Swazey & Neef : range of, 280 

Sweetwater county (Wyoming Terr.) : 

127; range in, 268, 277, 288, 293 
Sweetwater Range: 260, 289 


Sweetwater river: 105 

Swift Brothers and Company: busi 


ness of, X 2 I 


Tatlox: brand inspector, 61 
Taylor, H. M: quotation from, 84 
Taylor k Coffey: range of, 295 
Teamsters: duties of, 28; wages of, 28 
Teller, H. M: secretary, 182 
Territorial Stock Growers’ Associa- 
tion: incorporation of, 122 
Terry, Chas. H: range of, 284 
Teschemacher, Arthur: activities of, 


108 

Teschemacher, Hubert £: activities 
of, 107, X08; mention of, 1x1, xxa 
Teschemacher & De Biltier: range of. 


303 

Teton ranges: 123 
Teton river: 234 

Texas (or Indian Territory) : origin 
of cattle in, 37; surplus catde in, 
87, 88; drives from, 133 
Texas cattle: numbers of, 37; long- 
homed, 37 ; numbers of, at Abilene 
(x868), S3; prices of, fio^ 120; 
quarantine law against, 68; north- 
ern movement of, 87, 88 ; shipments 
of, 120, 159; quotation on, 120; in 
Dakota Territory, 197; description 

of, 227 

Texas cattle drive; to New Orleans, 
37; to Ohio, 37; to California, 37; 
to Chicago, 37; to Colorado Terri- 
tory, 37; to Iowa, 3 ^* 4 ®; diary ac- 
count of, 38-40; numbers of, 45 i 4 ^t 
88 : numbers of, to Dodge City, 

58-61 

Texas cattle trail: establishment of, 
northbound, 41 ; significance of, 4 *» 

42 

Texas fever (also called splenic fever 
and pleuropneumonia) : problem of, 
103-105; mention of, 78, 82, 226 
Texoj Live Stock Journal (Fort 

Worth) : 60 

Texas newspapers: record of came 

I drives in, 59 
“Texas Stock Route”: 225 

Texas Trail: 139 
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Texas Trail Drivers* Association: 
records of, 50 

Texas trail drovers: Hst preserved 
of, 223 

Thayer, E. R: range of, 279 
Thomas & Page: range of, 292 
Thousand Springs Valley: location of, 

255 

Thunder Butte: 199 
Tillotson, F: range of, 281 
Tom Sun: range of, 283 
Tompkins, J. M: range of, 281 
Tongue Range: 287 
Tongue river: 124 
Tongue River Range: 295, 307 
Topeka: railroad at, 40 
Torrey, R. A: range of, 288, 293 
Towers, W, A: cattleman, 199 
Trabing, Chas: address of, 301 
Trail drivers: accounts left by, 46 
Trail Drivers of Texas, The: quota- 
tion from, 58 

Trail drovers: names of, 224 
Trans-Mississippi country: public 
land in, 173 

Trans-Missouri country: 157 
Travelers* guide books: cattle indus- 
try described by, 228-230 
Tribing Bros: range of, 301 
Trimble, Richard: activities of, 108 
Trinidad (Colo.) : cattle business at, 

158, 159 

Tucker, J. W: trail drover, 224 
Turkey Creek (Kans.) : grazing in, 55 
Turkey Creek Pool: activities of, 79 
“Turkey Track** brand: 197 
Two-Bar Ranch: Swan headquarters 
at, 132 

Ukuerwood, Clare and Company 
(bankers) : cattle industry promoted 
by, 125, 126 

Union Cattle Company: incorporation 
of, 163; financial history of, 163- 
169, 164, footnote; directors of, 263, 
164; property of, 165; law suit 


against, 164, 165, footnote; refer- 
ence to, 188 

Union Pacific Railroad: association 
of, with cattle interests, 198 ; cattle 
inspector on, 80; guide books on, 
228; land bought from, 140, 144; 
rate reduction on, 90; references 
to, 32, 87, 105, 153 

Unita County (Wyoming Terr.) Cat- 
tle Association: 92; range in, 277 
United States Indian Brands: 293 
United States mail line: 61 
United States Supreme Court: deci- 
sions of, on public domain, 174 
Upper Crow Creek Range: 280 
Upper Missouri Indian Agencies : cat- 
tle purchased at, 224 
Upper Missouri river: grazing area 
on, 201 ; reference to, 123 
Upper Niobrara Range: 270 
Upper North Platte Range: 280, 295 
Upper Platte Range: 273 
Upper Wind River Range: 288, 293 
Urbana (Ohio); resident of, 281 
Utah: freighters bound for, 29; ref- 
erences to, 53 

Valentine (Nebr.) : brand inspection 
at, 93 ; reference to, 199 
Vallambrosa, Antoine de (Marquis de 
Mores) : ranch activities of, 207 
V^an Tassell, R, S: range of, 277 
: Verdigris river: 39 
Vermont Cattle Company: herd of, 
212; reference to, 206 
Virginia City: freighters bound for, 

32 

Virginian, The: quotation from, 21; 

cattlemen life pictured in, 105 
Vorhees, Frederick P: 164, 167 
Vorhees & Co: range of, 258 
VVV (brand) : 200 
‘WVV Outfit”: 129 

Waco (Texas): 45 

Wagner, Jack: 67 

Wagonhound Range: 269, 280, 303 
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Wagonmasters : duties of, *7; wages 
of, 28 

Waid & Hurlbut: range of, 287 
Ward, Seth E: winter grazing, on 
the plains discovered by, 28 
Warm Springs (Wyo.) : rerident of, 
273, 299; range near, 280 
Warner, Porter: editorials by, on 
Dakota, 196 

Warren, F. E : work of, 106 ; commit- 
tee work of, 2S3 ; references to, 104, 

IIX, II 2 

Warrender, Sir George: 129 
Washington Territory: 21 x 
Washiu river: 42, 48 
Watson, Johnston k McCrea: range 

of, 304 

W-Bar (brand) : 209, 2x4 
W. C. Irvine & J. H. Ford: range of, 

257 

Weare, Henry G: 199. “5 
We a re Live Stock Company: range 
of, 199; references to, 206, 2ix 
Weather: disasters of, to cattle in- 
dustry, X41, X44, X47 ; hardships of, 
to cattle, X97, X98 ; losses from, 213, 

2X4 

Webb, W. P: quotadoa from, 20 
Weld county (Colo.) : range near, 279 
Weld County (Colo.) Stock Associa- 
tion: 92 

Wentworth, Edward N : acknowledge- 
ment to, 16 

West; cattle industry in, 20; cattle 
boom in, 127 

West and Brothers: cattle herds of, 46 
West Chisholm Trail: route of, 42, 

West Shawnee Trail: 42 
ffestem Central Kansas Cowhoy: 

publication of. So 

Western Central Kansas Stock Asso- 
ciation: organization of, 79* 
wards offered by, 79; executive 
committee of, 79. publications 
of, So; brands of, So; membership 

of, So 


Western Farmer mairiir^ the "Fire 
Guar^* (illustration), XS5 
Western Live Stock Co: range of, 263 
Western Ranches, linnted (*'VVV 
Outfit”) : organization of, 129 ; busi* 
ness of, 129, 130; condition of, 142, 
143; status of in xSSS, 14S, X49; 
brand of, zoo 

Whipple, W. L: range of, 269 
Whipple k Sawyer : range of, 270 
Whitcomb, £. W : cattle ranch of, 140; 

range of, 30X 
White, John: iSo 
White, William: 165, footnote 
“White House” (**Thc Palace”) : de- 
scription of, 209, 210 
White River Range (Nebr.) : 266, 270, 
275, 2S3 

Whitman, Ephraim: 165, footnote, x6S 
Whitman, Jared: 165, footnote, xfiS 
Wibaux, Cyril: 209 
Wibaux, Pierre : cattle of, 209; fanuly 
of, 209, 210 ; range activities of, 
2oS-2io; wealth of, 2x0; character- 
ization of, 2X0 ; statue of, 210 
Wibaux (Mont): 2x0; statue of P. 

Wibaux, 210; see also Mingusville 
Wichita: cattle center, 45; as cow 
town, 57; cattle trade at; 226; ref- 
erences to, 64, 226 
Wieden, Mabry k Co: range of, 306 
“Wild Bill” : identity of, 56 ; reference 
to, 69 

Willan, J. H. D: cattleman, 106; 
ranch of, 307 

Williams, Henry: travelers’ guide by, 
22S and footnote 

Willits, John, and Sons: land troubles 
of, 176 

Wilson, J. M: office of, 74; comment 
by, 74; quotation on, 75; reference 

to, 131 

Wilson, John: 129 
Windsor, H. J : range of, 262 
Winterling, John: office of, 2S2 
Wisconsin: cattle company in, 123 






INDEX 


351 


W^iscoDsin and Niontana Cattle Com- 
pany: 123 

Wister, Owen: quotation from, 2x; 
reference to, 105 

Withers, M. A: cattle drive of, 45; 
reference to, 53 

Withers, Richard: cattle drive fore- 
man, 59 

Wolcott, Frank: activities of, 105, 106; 
range of, 2S8 

Wolf Creek Range: 264 

Woodward and Oge; cattle firm, 58 

Worsham Cattle Company: losses of, 
114; reference to, 213 

Wright, C. W : reference to, 90 ; range 
of, 30s 

Wright Beverley and Company: store 
of, 61 

Wyoming & Montana Cattle Co: 
range of, 295 

Wyoming Cattle Ranche Company 
(“Seventy-one Quarter Circle 
Ranche”) : capital stock of, 123 ; 
prospectus of, 127, 128 ; lawsuit of, 
128, and footnote 

W yomtng Sentinel: quotation from, 
i 75 f 176 

Wyoming Stock Growers* Associa- 
tion: inspection by, 80; regulations 
of, 81 ; “cattlemen*s commonwealth,** 
87 3 origin of, 88 1 organization of, 
88, 89; fees of, 89; round-up laws 
of, 89; membership of, 89, 91, 92; 
detective work in, 89, 90; freight 
rate reduction secured by, 90, 91 ; 
historical record kept by, 90; foot- 
note; executive committee of, 91; 
naming of, 91; dues of, 91; con- 


solid ation of, with cattle associa- 
tions, 92 ; brand inspection in, 93, 
94; protest of, against land sales, 
9 Aj 95 1 rights of, on public domain, 
96; accusations against, 96, 97; 
round-ups of, 97-101 ; rules of, on 
mavericks, 101-103; official brand 
of, 102 ; states represented in, 105 ; 
first brand book of, 106; notable 
members of, 106-110; meedngs of, 
no; legislative influence of, in, 
X12; laws sponsored by, 112; gov- 
ernment of, 1x2, 113; headquarters 
of, ziz; commercial character of, 
113; losses of, 113, 114; disintegra- 
tion of, 1x4; regime of, 1x4, X15; 
cattle companies represented in, 
124, X25; members of, 251-309 

yomtng Stock Grower/ Associa- 
tion, Letters from Old Members and 
Friends of the: 90, footnote 

Wyoming Territory: winter graz- 
ing in, 28 ; cattle drives to, 46 ; cat- 
tlemen of, 8x; prominence of, in 
range country, 88 ; Swan Cattle 
Company property in, 132; acqui- 
sition of land in, 144; cattle losses 
in, 148 ; cattle company in, 163 ; ir- 
rigation company in, x88; ranges 
in, 25s; reference to, 59, 222 

Yellowstone Paek: range near, 305 

Yellowstone river: mention of, 46, 198, 
2o8; range on, 305 

ZoGBAUM, R. F: sketches by, frontis- 
piece, 203 
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